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GENERAL PLAN
Montana de Oro
State Park

Adopted by the
California State Park and
Recreation Commission
at its regular meeting in
Morro Bay on

Tune 10, 1988

This document is the
final general plan and
environmental impact
report for Montana de
Oro State Park. It was
prepared following
the June 1988 State
Park and Recreation
Commission approval
of the Preliminary
General Plan (dated
February 1988) and
Recommended
Changes (dated May
17, 1988). The recom-
mended changes have
been incorporated
into the text of this
final plan. This plan
also differs from the
Preliminary General
Plan by including asa
new appendix the
public comments
received during the
CEQA public review
of the Preliminary
General Plan, as well
as the Department's
response to those
comments.

RESOLUTION
19-88

WHEREAS, the
Director of the Depart-
ment of Parks and
Recreation has presented
to this Commission for
approval the proposed
General Plan for Mon-
tana de Oro State Park;
and

WHEREAS, this
reflects long-range
development plans to
provide for optimum
use and enjoyment of the
unit as well as the
protection of its quality;

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED that
the State Park and
Recreation Commission
approves the Depart-
ment of Parks and
Recreation's Montana de
Oro State Park Prelimi-
nary General Plan, dated
February 1988, and
Recommended Changes
dated May 17, 1988,
subject to such environ-
mental changes as the
Director of Parks and
Recreation shall deter-
mine advisable and
necessary to implement
the provisions of said
plan.

RESOLUTION
20-88

WHEREAS, the
Department has pro-
posed a 900-acre Natural
Preserve be established
in the dune system in
Montana de Oro State
Park to provide for
recognition and protec-
tion of the area’s impor-
tant natural and cultural
resources; and

WHEREAS, the
proposed Natural
Preserve provides
habitat for sensitive
plant species and the
State and Federally-
listed, endangered,
Morro Bay kangaroo rat,
as well as containing
significant geological
features and archeologi-
cal sites:

NOW, THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, pur-
suant to Section 5019.50
of the Public Resources
Code and after proceed-
ing in accordance with
the Administrative
Procedure Act that the
State Park and Recre-
ation Cormumission
hereby classifies 900
acres of the dunes and
sandpit in Montana de
Oro State Park as a
Natural Preserve and
names the said unit
Morro Dunes Natural
Preserve.
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Summary

Summary

E)r quick reference, this summary highlights the
major resource management policies, facility and
site improvements, and interpretive programs
proposed for Montana de Oro State Park, one of
California’s largest state parks, located in San Luis
Obispo County south of Morro Bay.

Summary



Summary

Overview of
Resource
Management
Policies

2 Summary

The resource manage-
ment policies are
intended to protect and
perpetuate the unit’s
cultural and natural
resources, and to
provide direction for
future development
efforts. They will:

* Maintain water
quality and quantity.

¢ Minimize and correct
human-caused erosion.

» Site and design future
permanent facilities to
avoid coastal erosion
hazards.

» Perpetuate natural
plant communities, in-
cluding oak forest,
Bishop pine forest, and
native grassland com-
munities.

» Protect and restore
riparian zones.

 Protect and manage
rare and endangered
plants.

» Control and eradicate
exotic species except
where perpetuated for
special management

purposes.

* Develop and imple-
ment a wildfire man-
agement plan in coop-
eration with the Califor-
nia Department of For-

estry.

= Designate the Morro
Bay barrier dune com-
plex as a natural
preserve.

* Develop and imple-
ment management
plans for the perpetu-
ation of native wildlife
species and popula-
tions, including the
Morro Bay kangaroo
rat, Morro shoulder-
band snail, and mon-
arch butterfly.

= Protect fossil locations
from disturbance.

¢ Nominate 30 prehis-
toric archeological sites
as an archeological
district.

* Regulate waterfowl
hunting on lands
adjacent to the unit.

* Manage the Coon
Creek/Islay Creek
roadless area to
perpetuate its wilder-
ness character.



Summary

Overview of
Proposed Uses
and Facilities

The following is a
summary of the facili-
ties that are proposed to
be added, removed, or
improved at Montana
de Oro.

Pecho Valley Road

» Acquire Pecho Valley
Road from the county
and establish a park
entrance and contact
station.

» Improve roadside
turnouts as vista points,
turnarounds, and/or
additional day-use
parking spaces.

Beach Access

» Eliminate the existing
Army Road parking
area and fence the

park boundary.

¢ Develop a new
sandspit beach access
road and 50-100 car
parking area and
comfort station, and im-
prove trail access to the
beach.

» Eliminate existing
roadside parking on
Pecho Valley Road at
Hazard Canyon.
Develop 10 head-in
spaces off the road near
the start of the existing
trail to the beach.

» Develop a new 80-100
car beach access park-
ing area and comfort
station south of Hazard
Canyon, and improve
existing trail access to
the beach.

Hazard Canyon
Horse Camp

* Improve parking
areas, campsites, and
water system , and
provide comfort sta-
tions.

* Develop a 20-vehicle
equestrian traithead
staging area.

» Eliminate the existing
horse camp entrance
road and develop a new
one.

Summary 3



Summary

South Hazard
Canyon Use Area

¢ Eliminate the existing
termporary environ-
mental education camp
(Camp KEEP) and
develop a permanent
facility at a new site
through a concession-
aire.

* Relocate the existing
employee residence
area to a less visible
location at the existing
Camp KEEP area in
consolidation with

the park’s mainte-
nance/storage facilities.

» Develop a new 50-75-
unit family camp-
ground and campfire
center.

» Provide a new 20-site
day-use picnic area.

4 Summary

Spooner Cove

® Upgrade existing
facilities and improve
access. Providea
comfort station with a
changing room and cold
outdoor shower.
Increase the current 15
picnic sites to 25 and
provide disabled access
to the beach.

¢ Increase the 15-
vehicle parking capacity
of the Bluff Trail park-
ing area to 20 spaces
and provide safety bar-
riers along the bluff
edge of the parking
area.

Islay Canyon

e Adapt the Spooner
ranch house as a park
office/visitor center.

* Develop a bus turn-
around and parking
area by eliminating the
overflow camping area
and removing the
quonset hut.

» Upgrade the existing
campground by provid-
ing running water, com-
fort stations, and land-
scaping and screening
between sites.

* Develop a trail rest
area in upper Islay
Canyon.

Coon Creek
Day-Use Area

* Upgrade existing
facilities through
definition of parking,
revegetation, and devel-
opment of a comfort
station and picnic sites.

Trails

* Provide additional
riding and hiking trails
in the park.

® Establish the Califor-
nia Coastal Trail link
through the park.

* Provide bicycle access
along Pecho Valley
Road, if feasible.

Interpretation

« Interpret the flow of
history at Montana de
Oro, from geologic
times to the present.

* Provide ongoing and
future interpretive pro-
grams and facilities.



Introduction

Introduction

Montana de Oro State Park is located on the

Pacific coast in San Luis Obispo County, 11 miles
from the City of San Luis Obispo. The unit is
located at the end of the county-owned coastal road
near Point Buchon. Port San Luis lies 10 miles
southeast; Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant is
three miles south. Morro Bay and the City of Morro
Bay are to the north.

At 7,828 acres, Montana de Oro is one of California’s
largest state parks and includes 39,000 feet of ocean
frontage and 20,000 feet of bay frontage. In it are
found rugged cliffs, secluded sandy beaches, coastal
plains, two year-round sireams in wooded canyons,
and coastal scrub-covered hills dotted with coastal
live oak and Bishop pine. The park gets its name
“Mountain of Gold” from the color of its abundant
spring wildflowers and the summer’s golden dry
grass. High sand dunes trapped in Pleistocene times
by the natural groin of Point Buchon underlay
Montana de Oro State Park and the residential area
of Baywood Park-Los Osos. The Irish Hills form the
backdrop to this area and act as a mountainous
barrier between the northern coast and regions to
the south,

The diversity of the landscape, rising from ocean
and low shoreline to coastal terraces and impres-
sively high mountain ridges, supports equally
diverse forms of life, evidence of the park’s primi-
tive undeveloped character. Fortunate visitors may
observe gray fox, coyote, mountain lion, long-tailed
weasel, sea otter, gray whale, and great horned owl.
The unique dune scrub shelters the remaining popu-
lation of the state and federally listed endangered
Morro Bay kangaroo rat.

Atdscadero

San Luis
Oblspo

Vicinity Map

The park began in 1965 with the acquisition of 4,481
acres, including the Spooner ranch house. Through
federal government land gifts, a major purchase in
1970, the addition of small parcels, and the transfer
of the Morro Bay sandspit to the unit in 1980, the
park has grown to its present size. A primitive
campground was developed as an “immediate
public use” facility in the mid-60s, shortly after the
park was established. However, no permanent
facilities have been constructed since then, although
the historic Spooner ranch house was restored in
1985-86.

Situated west of San Luis Obispo and adjacent to the
community of Los Osos, Montana de Oro is a
popular play area for local recreationists throughout
the year as well as a destination point for summer
visitors from Southern California and the Central
Valley.

Introduction 5




Introduction

Montana de Oro consists primarily of rolling foothills and steep canyons lying south of
Morro Bay and the towns of Los Osos and Baywood Park.

Introduction

Purpose of Plan

General plans are prepared to guide future management and development of
State Park System units. The general plan must satisfy certain requirements of
the Public Resources Code, and its approval by the California State Park and Rec-
reation Commmission is required prior to any development in the park that would
constitute a permanent commitment of natural or cultural resources.

Montana de Oro State Park was established in 1965. Other than the primitive
“immediate public use” campground constructed at Islay Canyon shortly after-
wards, no permanent facilities have been developed. In recent years, resource is-
sues and management problems have intensified and regional recreation de-
mand has increased to the point where a general plan is essential for defining
and resolving problems, determining appropriate levels of recreation use and
development, and providing directions for resource management, land use, op-
eration, interpretation, and acquisition for the next 20 years.
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The general plan for Montana de Oro documents the
planning process, summarizes the available informa-
tion about the park and the relevant data used in
making land use decisions, and recommends re-
source management policies and appropriate devel-
opment. Thus as conditions change or new informa-
tion becomes available, it may be necessary to
update the plan, Details of facility design are not
provided, nor the specific configuration of new use
areas or the specific nature of resource management
plans. These will be further refined when the
Legislature provides funding for implementation of
the general plan’s recommendations. Camping, day
use, and parking capacities shown by the plan are
approximate only, indicating limitations on peak
capacity; actual development may be less. Also,
while discussions about land not owned by the De-
partment of Parks and Recreation at the time of the
plan’s preparation have been included, these are in-
tended for long-range planning purposes only and
do not represent an intention or commitment to
acquire.

Objectives

The general plan is a tool for meeting the following
broad objectives to:

1 « - Protect and perpetuate the unit’s natural
and cultural resources.

2 »  Provide necessary facilities for visitor use to
help meet current and future recreational
demand.

3 «  Determine appropriate interpretive services
and facilities for educational and recrea-
tional purposes.

4 «  Provide opportunities for concession
services and facilities, where appropriate.

5 . Promote a safe, enjoyable, and well-man-
aged visitor experience.

6 «  Equip the Department of Parks and Recrea-
tion, county, state, and federal agencies, pri-
vate organizations, and individuals with a
tool for coordinating their efforts to meet
these objectives.

Introduction 7
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General Plan Elementis

The plan is made up of the following elements which reflect the department's re-
sponsibility to fulfill certain goals:

[] _ The Resource Element evaluates the natural and cultural re-
sources of the park and sets management policies for protection,
restoration, and use of these resources.

1 The Land Use Element describes current land uses and relevant
planning issues, determines proposed land uses consistent with
the resources and unit classification, and outlines land use objec-
tives and recommendations.

O The Facilities Element describes current facilities and proposed
development to enhance public recreational experiences and
enjoyment of the park resources and values, and establishes pri-

- orities for park development.

[]  TheInterpretive Element proposes programs and facilities for
public information and interpretation of the park’s natural and
cultural resource values.

[0  The Concessions Element summarizes opportunities to
provide appropriate goods or services to the public through con-
cessions in existing or proposed facilities.

™ The Operations Element describes specific operational and
maintenance requirements and guidelines unique to the park.

[ The Environmental Impact Element serves as the Environ-
mental Impact Report required by the California Environmental
Quality Act. It assesses environmental effects, and proposes
mitigation measures and alternatives.

Introduction
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The Planning
Process

Introduction

The development of the general plan for Montana de Oro State Park was part of
a larger planning effort for all the State Park Systemn units in the Morro Bay area,
including Los Osos Oaks State Reserve, Morro Strand and Atascadero State
Beaches, and Morro Bay State Park. The planning process is a comprehensive
one. In fulfilling the department’s dual mission to protect and perpetuate the
resources and provide recreation, preparation of the general plan involves
consideration of a number of factors: public and departmental interests and
concerns, the opportunities and constraints of the park’s existing land uses and

" physical resources, and access to and circulation within the unit, as well as
regional and statewide recreational needs.

Three broad steps mark the plan’s progress: the resource inventory and analysis,
development of alternative land use and facility plans, and synthesis of a single
plan. Public input at all three stages is essential to creating a plan responsive to
visitor concerns and desires.

An inventory of the park’s natural, cultural, esthetic, and recreational resources
was developed through file and literature searches and field observation. Evalu-
ation of the resources determined the appropriate management policies for
protection, perpetuation, enhancement, or restoration of important resources.
Prior to any additional planning, the resource inventory summary and proposed
management policies were presented publicly, and the written document, the
Resource Element, was circulated for public review and comment. Resource
contraints and sensitivities helped to establish appropriate and manageable
recreational use intensity levels which provided parameters for the alternative
plans that followed.

Alternative plans were generated to explore different kinds of day and overnight
facilities that might be desirable, as well as various arrangements and capacities
of use areas. Following comments from the public and agencies, a single plan for
the unit was developed incorporating facility improvements, interpretive pro-

needs, concession concepts, and operational requirements. The single plan
was refined after additional public review and comment.

Approval of the preliminary general plan by the California State Park and
Recreation Comrnission in june 1988 was followed by preparation of this docu-
ment, the final form of the general plan.
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Public Involvement

The public expressed its interests and concerns at
various stages in the planning process. The public
involvement part of the planning effort for all five
Morro Bay Area State Park System units began with
distribution of a user survey at the units during the
peak visitor use season in 1986. Several hundred
questionnaires were returned, allowing planners to
develop a profile of users and use at each of the
Morro Bay area parks and of people’s general
philosophies about land use and facilities at the
units. This formed the start of a mailing list for the
units that resulted in over 800 names of people
interested in planning the future of the five units.

A series of public workshops began, held at three
critical stages of the general plan’s evolution and
followed by newsletters summarizing the results of
the workshops for those unable to attend. The first
public workshop presented the Resource Element
and asked people to describe their needs, concerns,
and major issues. Comments on the alternative
plans were received at the second workshop. The
third public meeting was held to present the draft
plan and receive comment on it. The meetings were
attended by a broad representation of user groups
whose enthusiastic participation has strongly
influenced this plan.

Public comment on the preliminary general plan
was made through the CEQA process. The depart-
ment responded to these comments (see Appendix
D: CEQA Comments and Response to Comments)
and recommended changes to the Preliminary
General plan. The preliminary plan and recom-
mended changes were presented to the State Park
and Recreation Commission in June 1988 at a public
hearing in the City of Morro Bay. Following addi-
tional public testimony at the hearing, the Commis-
sion approved the Preliminary Plan and Recom-
mended Changes. These changes have been incor-
porated into the text of this document, the final
general plan.

Involvement of Other Agencies

Agencies that have been contacted or have ex-

pressed an interest in the general plan for Montana
de Oro State Park include:

* California Department of Fish and Game

¢ (California Coastal Commission

* (alifornia Coastal Conservancy

* California Department of Water Resources

¢ State Lands Commission

* San Luis Obispo County (Department of Plan-
ning and Building, Engineering Department,
Park and Facilities Division, Department of
General Services)

Pacific Gas and Electric

U.S. Fish and Wild-life Service

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

Kern County Office of Education

introduction 11
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Regional
Recreation
Profile

In fulfilling its recrea-
tion mission, the
department attempts 0
make State Park System
investments as relevant
to regional needs as
possible. Understand-
ing the resources of an
individual region, the
recreation needs of its
residents, and the im-
pacts of recreation
seekers from outside
the region is critical to
providing meaningful
recreational opportuni-
ties in California. Meas-
urements of recent
participation levels in
State Park System-
related recreation
activities assist the
department in allocat-
ing its resources for
recreation needs.

The regional recreation
profile provides a brief
analysis of recreation
needs by planning
district {(a grouping of
contiguous counties
with general economic
and geographic simi-
larities). Because
California is a state with
great social, economic,
and geographic diver-
sity, the division into

. manageable geographic
units allows the depart-
ment to more accurately
identify recreation
needs, problems, and

12 introduction

priorities. These
planning districts are
designated by the state
Office of Planning and
Research and are
generally consistent
with the boundaries of
the regional councils of
governments.

Regional
Description

Morro Bay Area State
Park System units are
located in San Luis
Obispo County along
the central California
coastline about halfway
between San Francisco
and Los Angeles. This
stretch of coastline is
designated as Planning
District 7 and, in
addition to San Luis
Obispo County, in-
cludes four other
counties: Santa Bar-
bara, Monterey, San
Benito, and Santa Cruz.
Moderately populated,
Planning District 7 has
about 4 percent of the
state’s population,
ranking fifth in popula-
tion density, yet only 2
percent of the region is
urbanized. It retainsa
rural flavor, even wil-
derness in parts.

The land is mostly
mountainous, extend-
ing from the redwood-
forested Santa Cruz
Mountains in the north
through the rugged
back-country of Big Sur
to the chaparral and
oak-covered Santa
Lucia and Santa Ynez
mountains in the south.
Level land is found in
the narrow river valleys
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and along the coastal
plain. Some of these
flat areas are coastal
California’s most
productive agricultural
lands, helping to make
agriculture the basis of
the region’s economy.

The character of the
district’s 346 miles of
coastline ranges from
predominantly rocky
beaches and steep rocky
headlands to gentle
coastal bluffs and sandy
beaches. Tourism and
recreation-associated
services cornprise the-
second most important
industry in the district,
centering on the cities of
Santa Barbara and Santa
Cruz, and the Monterey
Peninsula, but relying
on the region’s wide
beaches, spectacular
natural beauty, and
unspoiled areas for

support.

The coast provides most
of the region’s recrea-
ticn opportunities,
although a variety of
water-associated

-recreation activities are
offered at several
reservoirs. The district
is a recreation destina-
tion zone for large
numbers of tourists
from the San Francisco
Bay area, southern

California, and the
Central Valley. Sandy
beaches and relatively
warm waters in the
sputh attract swimmers
and surfers. Sand
dunes at Pismo Dunes
State Vehicular Recrea-
tion Area are popular
with dune buggy
enthusiasts. The
harbors at Santa Bar-
bara, Morro Bay, Santa
Cruz, and Monterey are
sought out for fishing,
The beautiful coastline
along Highway 1
attracts sightseers from
around the world.
Attractions such as
Point Lobos, Carmel
Mission, Pebble Beach,
Cannery Row, Santa
Cruz Boardwalk, and
Hearst Castle are
known far beyond the
region’s borders.

Regional
Recreation
Demand and
Facility
Deficiencies

Of the 11,230 square
miles in the planning
district, one-third is in
public ownership. The
U.S. Forest Service in
the Los Padres National
Forest manages a
considerable portion of
thatland and isa
principal recreation
supplier. The California
Department of Parks
and Recreation man-
ages 56 percent (63,000
acres) of the district’s
state-owned lands and
offers a diversity of
landholdings available
for recreation, including
75 miles of coastline.
Although only 6 percent
of the total State Park
System land area is in
Planning District 7,
almost 30 percent of the
total State Park System
visitor use occurs in this
region, mostly as a
result of heavy visita-
tion at Pismo Dunes
SVRA and Hearst San
Simeon State Historical
Monument.

State Park System units
in Planning District 7

offer some of the most
attractive and popular
recreation opportunities
in the state. Thousands
of campers, off-highway
vehicle enthusiasts, and
other recreationists
converge at Pismo SB
and Pismo Dunes SVRA
annually. Numerous
state parks and state
beaches offer camping
and a gamut of beach
and water-related
recreation activities,
including skin diving in
underwater reserves
and the more passive
recreation pursuits of
sightseeing, hiking, and
interpretive walks. On
the whole, recreation
use of the region is
year-round, with high
seasonal peaks, particu-
larly during the sum-
mer and weekends.

The demand for coastal
camping stretches the
length of the region’s
coastline from Santa
Cruz to Santa Barbara.
Many coastal state park
unit campgrounds are
filled to capacity and
overflowing more than
half of the nights in
June, July, and August.
Given the drawing
power of the coastal
resources, and existing
and potential use of
State Park System

Introduction 13
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facilities, existing
facilities are inadequate
to accommaodate
recreation demand,
particularly in the
summer months.

As the state continues to
grow, recreation
demand will increase
the severity of facility
deficiencies. Between
1955 anid 1985,
California’s population
doubled, while atten-
dance in the State Park
System grew ten-fold,
from 7 million to almost
70 million visitors
annually. By 1990, the
total annual demand for
recreation in Planning
District 7 will be more
than 373 million partici-
pation-days. For the
four activities most
commonly provided by
the State Park System
(camping, picnicking,
boating, and hiking),
between 6 and 11
percent of needed
statewide facilities exist
in Planning District 7.
This represents a
District 7 deficiency by
1990 of 6,450 campsites,
12,843 picnic sites, and
1,642 miles of trail. In
San Luis Obispo
County, witha 40
percent projected
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population growth by
the year 2000, the
highest projected
demand is for picnick-
ing, ocean swimming,
camping, hiking/
backpacking, and
nature appreciation,
closely followed by
visiting scenic areas,
sunning, and body
surfing.

Recreation
Participation at the
Unit

Montana de Oro State
Park reported an annual
attendance of 421,743
visitors in 1986, resi-
dents mostly of Plan-
ning District 7 (36%),
southern California
{(28%), and the Central
Valley (16%). The most
popular recreation
activities at the unit
include camping, nature
observation, walking,
hiking, beachcombing,
horseback riding,
birdwatching, photog-
raphy, sunbathing, and
swimming. Also
popular are hang-
gliding, scuba/skin
diving, and mountain
biking. The Morro Bay
area is the primary
destination of most
park visitors (87%).
Almost all (96%) arrive
by auto; more than half
the park’s visitors are
day users. The average
campground stay is
three nights.
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Resource
Element

Montana de Oro’s
foothills and peaks
are part of the Irish
Hills of the San
Luis Range and
form the backdrop
to the unit’s
beautiful coastline
and wide marine
terraces.

I n compliance with sections of the Public Resources Code and California
Administrative Code*, the Resource Element sets forth long-range manage-
ment objectives for the natural and cultural resources of the unit. Specific
actions or limitations required to achieve these objectives are also set forth in
this element. Maintenance operations and details of resource management
are left for inclusion in specific resource management programs that will be
prepared at a later date.

This element also identifies specific resource sensitivities and physical
constraints, and establishes the department’s guidelines for acceptable levels
of development and use with respect to these concerns.

The Resource Element has two main parts. The first is a brief summary of
the unit’s resources. More detailed information on these subjects is on file
with the Department of Parks and Recreation. The second part deals with
policy formulation, which begins with unit classification and declaration of
purpose and concludes with specific resource management policies.

* Saction 5002.2, Subsaction (b} of Division 5, Chapter 1 of the Public Resources
Code and Chapter 1, Saction 4332 of Title 14 of the California Administrative Code.
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Resource Natural Resources
Summary + Topography

Between Point Estero and Point Buchon, the central California coastline curves
inland, creating Estero Bay. Morro Bay, one of the coast’s largest and few
remaining natural estuaries, is located within Estero Bay. At the center of this
curving coastline lies the city of Morro Bay, and southward, high sand dunes,
trapped in Pleistocene times by the natural groin of Point Buchon, underlay the
area known today as Baywood Park-Los Osos and the northern portion of
Montana de Oro State Park. The Irish Hills form the backdrop to this area and
act as a mountainous barrier between the northern coast and regions to the
south.

Montana de Oro State Park is located at the southern end of the Coast Ranges
Geomorphic Province. In the area of the park, the principal ranges are the Santa
Lucia Range tending northwest to southeast and the Irish Hills of the San Luis

—| Range paralleling the Santa Lucia Range to the south. Between these two ranges
lies the Los Osos Valley, bordered on the west by Estero Bay and the Pacific
Ocean, and on the southeast by the San Luis Valley.

Located south of the town of Cuesta-by-the-Sea and bounded on the north by
the Los Osos Valley, the unitisa mountainous area within the Irish Hills of the
San Luis Range. Most of its 7,828.23 acres consist of rolling foothills and steep,
vegetated slopes and canyons trending roughly from east to west. The highest
elevations in the park are Alan Peak (1 649 feet), Oats Mountain (1,373 feet),
Valencia Peak (1,347 feet), and Hazard Mountain (1,076 feet). The unit is
bounded on the west by 39,200 feet of waterfront footage along the southern end
of Estero Bay and the Pacific Ocean. Within the unit south of Islay Creek, the
coastline consists of wide, wave-cut terraces bordered by steep, deeply dissected
rocky headlands and wave-cut benches, offshore sea stacks, and submerged
rocks. North of Islay Creek, the rocky coast gives way to sand dunes and sandy
beaches, including the long Morro Bay sandspit with its beaches and large dunes
at the northernmost extension of the unit.

Within the park, the principal stream drainages generally run east to west. The
northernmost drainage, Hazard Canyon, holds an intermittent stream, while the
centrally located Islay Creek is permanent, as is Coon Creek flowing near the
southern border of the unit. Some intermittent streams may flow directly from
the hills to the sea, sometimes greatly eroding the shore. Level areas are found
along Hazard, Islay, and Coon creeks and on the wide coastal terraces bordered
by rocky headlands.
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.+ Meteorology

The Morro Bay area has a Mediterranean climate, which is characterized by mild
temperatures with little diurnal fluctuation, moist winters, and warm, dry
summers. Low cloudiness or fog often occurs along the coast during the summer
with an average frequency of 200-250 hours per month. The average annual tem-
perature ranges from 56° to 60°F, with summer maximums of 65°-70° and winter
masxdmums in the 50s or low 60s. There are usually 40 to 50 days per year with
measurable precipitation. An average of approximately 27 inches of rainfall falls
each year. Wind summaries during the period July 1967-October 1969 near the
Diabio Canyon nuclear power plant site show strong local canyon effects, with
coastal readings showing predominant WNW and NW winds. Wind data at the
PG&E Morro Bay power plant (July-August 1973) show the predominant wind
direction to be from south to west. ’

; i

South of Isiay Creek the coastline consists of s@, wave-cut bluffs backed by wide marine terraces.

Resource Elemeant
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Montana de Oro State
Park is located in the
Non-Salinas Valley sub-
area of the South
Central Coast Air Basin.
Air quality is excellent
with no significant air
pollution problems.

The major pollutants
monitored within this
basin are ozone, carbon
monoxide, nitrogen
dioxide, sulfur dioxide,
hydrocarbons, and total
suspended particulate
matter (TSP). The Non-
Salinas Valley sub-area
meets state and federal
standards for ozone,
carbon monoxide, and
nitrogen dioxide; the
sub-area is unclassified
for TSP and sulfur
dioxide.

18
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« Hydrology

Montana de Oro State
Park is situated within
the San Luis Obispo
Hydrologic Unit of the
Central Coastal Drain-
age Province. The San
Luis Obispe Hydrologic
Unit covers 780 square
miles on the western
slopes of the Santa
Lucia Range, extending
from the Monterey-San
Luis Obispo County
line to the western
drainage divide of the
Santa Maria River. Itis
characterized by moun-
tainous and hilly
terrain, with many
small stream valleys.
Montana de Oro State
Park is in the Los Osos
and Point San Luis
Hydrologic Subareas of
the San Luis Obispo
Subunit. Three streams,
Hazard Canyon Creek,
Islay Creek, and Coon
Creek, drain this moun-
tainous unit. Hazard
Canyon Creek and the
tributaries of these
creeks are ephemeral,
and some of them
emanate from springs
high in the hills. Typi-
cal of coastal streams,
they drain into narrow,
steep-sided valleys and
permit little deposition
of sediment. Flowing in
a remote and undevel-
oped area used primar-
ily for nonirrigated
pasture, these surface
waters have not been

analyzed, and no water
quality problems have
been identified for the
unit. Water used in the
park is trucked in from
the City of Morro Bay
and stored in tanks.

The rocks beneath the
hills are in general less
porous and permeable
than sediments found in

the Los Osos Valley, so
the available quantity of
groundwater in the
southern part of the
unit is small and its
flow is restricted
primarily to fractures.
Beneath the unit north
of Hazard Canyon is the
Los Osos Valley
Ground Water Basin
held in Recent alluvium

Islay Creek is one of only two permanent streams in the park.
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and upper Pleistocene
old sand dunes with
underlying lower Pleis-
tocene Paso Robles
water-bearing sedi-
ments. Precipitation is
the main source of
recharge through the
flat lowlands of Los
Osos Creek and its
tributaries, and springs
that emanate from

sed Franciscan
bedrock could be an-
other source. The
groundwater level is
higher during the
spring than in the fall,
and is the lowest during
pumpage. Groundwa-
ter overdraft has
occurred with
overpumpage during
dry periods, resulting in
transitory problems
with saltwater intrusion
and high levels of total
dissolved solids and
nitrates.

The coastal strand of
Montana de Oro falls
within the 100-year and
500-year coastal flood
zone and is also suscep-
tible to coastal flooding
by seismically induced
waves (tsunamis). Islay
and Coon creeks have
estimated 100-year
flood zones involving
narrow areas immedi-
ately bordering the
creeks.

» Geology

Montana de Oro State
Park consistsof a
barrier spit, a coastal
terrace, and uplands of
the western San Luis
Mountains Range. The
park contains ragged
seacliffs with spectacu-
lar examples of differ-
ential erosion and
excellent exposures of
the Miguelito member
of the Pismo Formation.

The oldest rocks found
in Montana de Oro
State Park represent the
basement of most of the
Coast Ranges -—
Franciscan sheared
greywacke, melange,
and a narrow band of
serpentinized ultrabasic
rocks exposed only in
the northeasternunost
part of the Islay Creek
watershed. The sheared
rocks in that area are
particularly prone to
landslides. The Francis-
can exposure is a
breached (eroded)
anticline trending
northwest and involv-
ing the much younger
Vaqueros Sandstone,
Obispo, and Pismo
formations as well.

The Vaqueros Sand-
stone is a coarse-
grained bioclastic
{containing shell frag-
ments) sandstone.
Partial re-solution and
secondary cementation

of its abundant calcare-
ous components make
this formation very
resistant, tending to
form ridges. Pecten
shells are locally
abundant and the
weathered slopes of the
formation are often lit-
tered with broken
pecten and oyster shell
fragments.

The Miguelito member
of the Pismo Formation
is exposed in the
seacliffs and makes up
most of the highlands of
the park, including
Valencia, Hazard, Qats,
and Alan peaks. The
Miguelito member is
late Miocene to early
Pliocene in age (depos-
ited 5 to 14 million
years ago). Itiscom-
posed of repetitive beds
of diatomite or clayey
porcellanite, diatoma-
ceous mudstone,
dolomite, and chert. 1t
also includes a rela-
tively soft, well-bedded
siltstone and bitumi-
nous layers in the
eastern boundary
protrusion in the
northern area of the
park. The basal tar
sand yields sticky black
tar seeps. Fractures
within the mud-stones
and shales of the unit
can also be tar-filled. A
band of tuff and perlitic
glass and breccia of the
Miocene Obispo
Formation also crops

out along the southern
flank of the breached
anticline north of Islay
Creek.

The Miocene Monterey
Formation is exposed
only in the very south-
ernmost part of the park
— along both sides of
lower Coon Creek and
along the left bank
(south side) of the
upper reaches of the
creek. The Monterey
Formation is composed
of resistant hard
siliceous shale and
interbedded chert.
Although the color is
variable, it generally
weathers to chalky
white and is white and
brown to grey and
reddish-brown on fresh
surfaces. The Monterey
Formation is typically
rhythmically bedded,
with individual beds
between one-half and 6
inches thick. The rocks
are brittle, with a sub-
conchoeidal fracture; the
western cherts are
generally reddish-
brown to black.

The geologic structures
within Montana de Oro
trend northwest,
affecting the lineation of
ridges and valleys, with
Coon, Islay, and Hazard
creeks all flowing to the
northwest until they
meet the lesser gradient
of the marine terrace,
where they vary their
course.

Reasource Element 19




Resource Element

20

The
homoclinal
ridge of
Valencia Peak
is only one

of the unit's
interesting
geomorphic
features.

Resource Elernent

Geomorphically,
Montana de Cro State
Park is a very interest-
ing place because of the
obvious relationship
between bedding and
hillslopes, the spectacu-
lar wave-cut platforms
below the seacliffs, and
the extensive sand dune
deposits. Classic sedi-
mentary sequences and
structures are revealed
in the seacliffs and in
the stream-cut canyons.
The axis of the syncline
that extends from Qats
Peak northwestward
toward the “A. C. Lewis
Pecho” exploratory oil
well north of Islay
Creek forms spectacular
synclinal ridges, and
Valencia Peak is a
textbook example of a
homoclinal ridge, with
the dip of the strata

approximating the
angle of the north slope.

The barrier spit across
Morro Bay and the
dunes east of the
marine terrace are evi-
dence of a much differ-
ent climate and higher
sea level more than
18,000 years ago. The
relative elevation of sea
level was much higher
between 4,000 and
18,000 years ago,
following the maximum
Wisconsin glaciation.
Since about 4,000 years
ago, the sea level has
remained fairly stable,
The older dunes are
imperfect parabola
structures partially
stabilized by coastal
dune scrub vegetation.
These older (pre-Flan-
drian) dunes have been

recognized in only four
locations in California:
Monterey Bay, Morro
Bay, Santa Maria River,
and El Segundo.

The coastline south of
Hazard Canyon is
rapidly retreating as
evidenced by the
vertical seacliffs, sea
stacks, and even small
islands obviously once
connected to shore. Old
wagon roads and
fencelines have been
severed by seacliff
retreat. The protruding
fingers of diatomaceous
shales of the Pismo
Formation have been
stripped of terrace cover
and fail in blocks,
according to the orien-
tation of bedding, joints,
and fractures.
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No active faults have
been mapped in the
unit; however, the
Hosgri fault offshore,
the Sur-Nacimiento,
Rinconada, and San An-
dreas faults are all
seismically active. The
San Andreas, while the
most distant fault, is
capable of generating
the most damaging
event, with a Richter
magnitude of 8.0 to 8.5.

The Hosgri fault has
recently been linked
with the San Simeon
and San Gregorio faults
to the north. The
Hosgri fault and its
northern “cousins” ap-
parently are responsible
for the general trend of
the coastline in central
California. Cumulative
offset of about 100
kilometers and an
average slip rate of
about 1.6 centimeters
per year have been
attributed to the Hosgri
fault. These statistics
are significant when
compared to the San
Andreas slip rate of
about 3.2 centimeters
per year. These differ-
ential (right lateral)
motions represent
transform fault move-
ments as the North
American plate meets
and adjusts to the
movement of the Pacific
plate.

« Soils

Montana de Oro State
Park is located within
the southernmost tip of
the Northwestern
Coastal Ranges Soil
Region (Soil Region B),
which is characterized
by steep mountain
ranges and small val-
leys. Seventeen soil
map units are found
within the boundaries
of the park.

The sandspit consists of
Beaches and Dune
Land. Beaches are
essentially barren of
vegetation, but Dune
Land, composed of
sand dunes, can be sta-
bilized by vegetation.
These soils have similar
constraints: soil per-
meability is high and
very rapid, surface
runoff is slow, the
available water capacity
is Jow, and the erosion
hazard due to wind and
wave action is high.

The dune areas south of
the sandspit are made
up primarily of Amold
loamy sand, Baywood
fine sand, Dune Land,
and Santa Lucia shaly
clay loam. Arnold
loamy sand formed in
residual material
weathered from soft
sandstone, Baywood
fine sand formed in

deposits of wind-blown
sand, and Santa Lucia
shaly clay loam formed
in residual material
weathered from sand-
stone or shale. Con-
straints associated with
these soils include steep
slope, shallow depth to
rock in places, seepage
and piping characteris-
tics, and soil too sandy
for most uses. In addi-
tion, large patches of
Still gravelly sandy clay
loam and Lopez-Rock
outcrop complex occur
on steeper slopes in the
surrounding area.
These patches support
coastal sage scrub
vegetation and have
constraints such as
shallow depth to rock,
slow percolation, and
seepage and piping
characteristics.

The coastal terraces in
the southern coastal
portion of the unit are
made up of Still grav-
elly sandy clay loam
that formed in alluvium
weathered from sedi-
mentary rocks. Con-
straints here include
slow percolation, piping
characteristics, and
great depth to water.

The majority of the soils
in the mountainous part
of the park (the western
extension of the Irish
Hills) are Lopez very
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Still gravelly
loam over Pismo
shale is the char-

acteristic soil
type of the park’s
southern coastal

terraces.
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shaly clay loam and
Lopez-Rock outcrop
complex. Smaller areas
of Chamise shaly loam
and Elder sandy loam,
Baywood fine sand, and
Salinas silty clay loam
also occur here. The
Lopez very shaly clay
loam and the Lopez-
Rock outcrop complex
formed in residual ma-
terial weathered from
hard shale. The con-
straints associated with
these soils are those of
steep slope, shallow

depth to rock, smail
stones, and seepage.
Elder sandy loam
formed in alluvium
weathered from sedi-
mentary rocks and
exhibits piping charac-
teristics. Salinas silty
clay loam is a deep,
well-drained soil also
formed in alluvium
weathered from sedi-
mentary rocks. This soil
erodes easily, has slow
percolation, and exhib-
its piping characteris-
tics. These soils support

coastal sage scrub vege-
tation with some
chamise chaparral on
the western aspects of
the hills.

Level upland areas, the
“bald” ridges, are
vegetated by grassland
surrounded by coastal
sage scrub. Under this
vegetation lies Santa
Lucia shaly clay loam
and Santa Lucia very
shaly clay loam. These
well-drained, moder-
ately deep, very steep
soils are formed in re-
sidual material weath-
ered from sandstone or
shale. Constraints asso-
ciated with these soils
include steep slopes,
shallow depth to rock,
and small stones.

In the northeast corner
of the park, north of the
canyon of Islay Creek,
the Nacimiento-Calodo
complex is found.
These steep, well-
drained soils formed in
residual material
weathered from calcare-
ous sandstone or shale.
These soils have the
constraints of steep
siope, shallow depth to
rock, low strength, and
slow percolation.
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» Plant Life

Montana de Oro State
Park is within the
Central Coast Region of
the California Floristic
Province. The relative
stability of the climate,
as well as habitat diver-
sity, makes the Central
Coast Region one of the
richer areas of endemic
taxa in California.

There is a wide diver-
sity of vegetation within
Montana de Oro State
Park. The eight vegeta-
tion types and 18 corre-
sponding plant commu-
nities occur in the unit
are shown at the right..

Annual introduced
grassland dominates
large portions of the
coastal terrace south of
Hazard Canyon and is
found in Islay Creek
Canyon. Dominant
species include slender
wild oat (Avena barbata),
soft chess (Bromus
mollis), and foxtail (Hor-
dewm leporinunt). Small
stands of relic native
grasslands occur in
Islay Creek and Coon
Creek canyons and on
coastal terraces. Purple
needlegrass (Stipa
pulchra), small-flowered
melic (Melica imperfecta),
and foothill needlegrass
(Stipa lepida) are domi-
nant species. Mustard
fields on the coastal

Vegetation Type

Plant Community

Rescurce Element
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terrace to the south of
Islay Creek are domi-
nated by wild radish
(Raphanus sativa), wild
mustard (B. campestris),
black mustard (B. nigra),
and bur clover (Medi-

cago hispida).

Coastal salt marsh and
freshwater marsh vege-
tation are in a narrow
band on the shore of

The wide diversity of vegetation within the park includes 18
plant communities; shown here, coastal dune scrub.,

Resource Element

Sharks Inlet. Salt marsh
vegetation, character-
ized by sea-blite (Suaeda
californica), pickleweed
(Salicorniz spp.), and
saltgrass (Distichlis
spicata), occurs on the
eastern shore of the
inlet. The western
shore is dominated by
cattail (Typha sp.), spike
rush (Juncus sp.), and
tule (Scirpus sp.) in
freshwater seeps from
the base of the dunes.

Northemn coastal
foredunes appear in
areas of sand accumula-
tion along the coast.
Vegetation is low and
succulent and domi-
nated by herbaceous
perennials. Ice plant
(Carpobrotus aequi-
laterus), beach bur (Am-
brosia chamissonis), and
sand verbena (Abronia
spp.) are dominant
species in exposed,
windy sites. Beach
evening primrose
(Camissonia cheiranthifo-
lia) and beach poppy
(Eschscholzia californica
var. maritima) grow in
more sheltered sites.
Coastal dune scrub
develops in dune areas
having a relatively
stable substrate that
accumulates some
organic matter. Mock
heather (Haplopappus
ericoides), branching
beach aster (Corethrog-
yne filaginifolia), and
silverleaf lupine (Lu-~
pinus albifrons) are the

principal shrub species.
Herbaceous species
include California
croton {Croton californi-
cus) and sea lettuce
(Dudleya caespitosa).

The most common plant
community in the park,
coastal sage scrub, also
called “soft chaparral,”
occurs on south-facing
slopes, in areas with
thin soil and good
drainage, and in areas
of recent disturbance.
This vegetation is
composed of dense,
highly-branched, semi-
woody, drought-
deciduous shrubs. Itis
dominated by Califor-
nia sagebrush (Arfemisiz
californica), black sage
(Salvia mellifera), and
bush monkeyflower
(Mimulus aurantiacus).
Central coastal scrub is
similar to coastal sage
scrub, but occurs on
moister sites and is
dominated by species
that are less adapted to
summer drought.
Dorminant species
include sticky bush
monkeyflower, poison
oak, and coyote brush.

Dune chaparral appears
on stabilized sand
dunes. It is often very
dense and spinescent,
and rich in species
diversity. In Montana
de Oro State Park, dune
chaparral is well devel-
oped to the north of
Hazard Canyon. Domi-
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nant species include
chamise (Adenostoma
fasciculatum), deerbrush,
buckbrush (Ceanothus
cuneatus var. fascicu-
Iaris), holly-leaf cherry
(Prunus ilicifolia), toyon
{Heteromeles arbutifolia),
and Morro Bay manza-
nita {(Arcfostaphylos mor-
roensis).

Dune oak scrub is
characterized by
dwarfed coast live oak
(Quercus agrifolia) found
on old, stabilized sand
dunes. These trees are
large, multibranched™
shrubs, approximately 6
to 8 feet high. The
dwarf oaks are associ-
ated with buckbrush
and Morro Bay manza-
nita and form dense im-
penetrable vegetation.
Dune oak scrub grows
north of Hazard Can-
yon. Morro Bay manza-
nita is common in this
cormmunity.

Huckleberry scrub
occurs locally in Islay
Creek and Coon Creek
drainages, and is
dominated by huckle-
berry (Vaccinium
ovatun). This scrub
vegetation is found on
cool, shaded north-
facing slopes above the
canyon bottom riparian
Zones.

Mixed chaparral grows
largely on north-facing
slopes and ridges with
little soil development,

or on slightly mesic
south-facing slopes.
Dominant species
include chamise, Pecho
manzanita (Arctostaphy-
los pechoensis), and
Carmel ceanothus
(Ceanothus griseus).

Coast live oak (Quercus
agrifolia} forms smail
forests on north-facing
slopes and in the shel-
tered ravines in the
Coon Creek drainage.
Madrone (Arbutus
menziesii) and tan oak
(Lithocarpus densiflorus)
are localized co-domi-
nants in this area. Trees
are 20 to 25 feet high
and multitrunked.
Understory species
include bracken fern
(Pteridium aguilinum
var. pubescens), poison

oak, and annual and
perennial grasses.

A dense forest of ‘
nonnative blue gum
(Eucalyptus globulus)
and red gum (E.
camaldulensis) exists in
the vicinity of Hazard
Canyon. The eucalyp-
tus was planted in 1908
by Alexander Hazard,
who hoped that forest
products could eventu-
ally be harvested from
the property. The euca-
lyptus were planted in
regular rows, which are
still visible. Seedlings
have become estab-
lished, extending the
original extent of the
plantation.

A stratified riparian
forest dominated by

It addition to 16 rare
or endangered plant
species at Montana de
Oro, several special
interest planis can be
fourd, including three
species of hybrid sand
verbena (shown here,
vellow sand verbena,
Abronia latifolicy).
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black cottonwood
(Populus trichocarpa) and
arroyo willow (5.
lasiolepis) occurs along
Islay and Coon Creeks.
Canopy trees are about
30 feet high. Mid-
canopy species include
blue elderberry (Sam-
bucus mexicana), Califor-
nia wax myrtle (Myrica
californica), and western
dogwood (Cornus
occidentalis). Within
Hazard Canyon,
riparian forest has been
nearly displaced by
eucalyptus forest. Well-
developed arroyo -
willow thickets occur
on the periphery of the
riparian forest along
upper Hazard Creek,
near the mouth of Islay
Creek, and in Coon
Creek.

Bishop pine forest
grows on diatomaceous
shale on the north-
facing slopes to the
south of Coon Creek.
The understory is
composed primarily of
huckleberry and Pecho
manzanita. Other
understory species
include poison oak,
bracken fern, and sword
fern (Polystichum
munitum).
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According to California
Native Plant Society
data, 16 rare or endan-
gered vascular plant
species are reported in
Montana de Oro State
Park and the immediate
vicinity:

o Arctostaphylos cruzen-

sis
Arroyo de la Cruz
manzanita

» Arctostaphylos morro-
ensis
Morro Bay manzanita

e Arctostaphylos pechoen-
sis
Pecho manzanita

» Castilleja latifolia
Monterey paintbrush

o Cordylanthus mar-
itimus ssp. maritimus
Salt marsh bird’'s-beak’

» Dithyrea maritima
Beach spectacle pod

» Erigeron foliosus var.

blochmanige
Blochman’s leafy daisy

Faderalisted “Endangered”

» Eriodictyon altissimum
Indian knob mountain
balm?

e Erysimum insulare
Island wallflower

e Erysimum suffrutescens
var. grandifolium
Large-leafed wallflower

» Grindelia latifolia
Coastal gumplant

» Malacothamnus palmeri
Santa Lucia mallow

o Malacothrix incana
Dune malacothrix

¢ Monardella crispa
Crisp monardella

s Monardella undulata
var. frutescens

San Luis Obispo mon-
ardella

© Prunus fasciculata var.

punctata
Sand almond

2 State-llsted *Endangered”

In addition to rare and
endangered species,
several special interest
plants appear within
Montana de Oro State
Park. These include:

1) Bishop pine — near
southern limits of

species;

2) Pholisma arenarizem —
root parasite on tnock
heather;

3) hybrid sand verbenas
— hybrids of three
species of Abronia, A.
latifolia, A. wmbellata,
and A. maritima; and

4) pink-flowered
currant {Ribes san-
guineum var. glutino-
sum) — near its south-
ern limit.

Approximately 30
species of exotic plants
are reported at Montana
de Oro State Park.
Many of these are
associated with previ-
ous settlements, graz-
ing, and farming. The
most widespread of
these are alien grasses,
mustard, filaree (Ero-
dium spp.), and euca-
lyptus.
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+ Animal Life

Montana de Oro State Park includes eight different biotic commmunities, each of-
fering different habitat opportunities to many species of wildlife. They are the
coastal strand (including the Morro Bay sandspit), coastal scrub, coastal dune
chaparral, grassland, riparian woodland, coast live oak woodland, closed-cone
coniferous forest, and introduced eucalyptus forest.

The coastal strand includes the sandy shore and foredunes immediately behind
the beach. Despite the harsh environment, the animal life here is plentiful and
diverse. The beach receives nutrients from the ocean that feed its burrowing in-
vertebrate populations. Willets, marbled godwits, and least sandpipers can be
seen searching for food in the sand. Several species of gull frequent the beach to
scavenge, as do some terrestrial birds such as the Brewer’s blackbird and white-
crowned sparrow. Behind the beach, wind-created sand dunes and their vegeta-
tion offer some protection for wildlife. Redwinged blackbirds, song sparrows,
and meadowlarks take advantage of the seeds provided by the dune vegetation.
The deer mouse and the black-tailed hare forage in the coastal strand and may
themselves becomne forage for predators such as the short-eared owl! and the
bobcat. Morro Bay, contiguous to the sandspit, is a stopover point for migrating
waterfowl, some of which are hunted in lands adjacent to the unit.

The outlets of Hazard Canyon Creek, Islay Creek, and Coon Creek cross the
beach, and the flow of freshwater provides habitat for additional flora and fauna.
Numerous insects provide food for the Pacific tree frog, the long-billed marsh
wren, and the black phoebe. Fish and amphibians are favored foods of the
kingfisher, the great blue heron, and the black-crowned night heron, which also
finds roosting cover and possibly nesting opportunities in the riparian vegeta-
tion.

The coastal scrub biotic community, vegetated by herbs and short, semi-woody
shrubs, provides more food plant species and greater wildlife cover opportuni-
ties than does the coastal strand habitat. The coastal scrub provides a home for
many species of birds, including the bushtit, rufous-sided towhee, scrubjay, sage
sparrow, and Cooper’s hawk, a rare avian predator. Three species of special
concern, the Morro Bay kangaroo rat (listed both state and federally as endan-
gered), the Morro shoulderband snail, and the Morro blue butterfly, inhabit the
coastal scrub of Montana de Oro.

Coastal dune chaparral is characterized by taller, woodier evergreen shrubs. The
dense vegetation provides good cover and nesting opportunities for many
spedies of wildlife, as well as foraging and feeding opportunities. The Anna’s,
Allen’s, and rufous hummingbirds make use of the flower nectar, while the Cali-
fornia thrasher, California quail, wrentit, and brown towhee look for insects,
fruits, and seeds in the bushes. Reptiles of the chaparral include the western
fence lizard, gopher snake, and western rattlesnake. The brush mouse, Califor-
nia mouse, mule deer, gray fox, and mountain lion are some of the mammals in-
habiting this biotic community.
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The grassland commu- ~

nity provides abundant
food of seeds and grains
but little cover for wild-
life. Consequently,
many species feed in
the grassland but use
surrounding biotic com-
munities, such as
woodlands or chapar-
ral, for shelter from the
heat of the sun or from
predators. Birds that
make use of these
resources include the
western meadowlark,
lark sparrow, California
quail, and white-
crowned sparrow,
Mammals include the
deer mouse, western
harvest mouse, vagrant
-shrew, and the Califor-
nia ground squirrel.
Reptile, bird, and
mammal predators that
frequent this commu-
nity include the western
rattlesnake, northern
harrier (matsh hawk),
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black-shouldered kite
{white-tailed kite), bur-
rowing owl, short-eared
owl, bobcat, coyote, and
the very rarely seen
badger.

The riparian woodland,
with its constantly
available water and
dense, diverse vegeta-
tion of trees, shrubs,
and herbs, provides
abundant food and
cover (including shade
and lower temperatures
in the summer) to many
resident wildlife species
and to many visitors
from other biotic
communities. Border-
ing watercourses, the
Iong, narrow shape of
the riparian community
also provides a maxi-
mum arnount of “edge”

environment or ecotone
(where two biotic com-
munities meet}, a par-
ticularly rich and
diverse environment
very important to
wildlife,

The coast live oak
woodland offers the
food and cover re-
sources supplied by the
oak trees as well as the
resources available
from the understory
vegetation, which can
range from grassland to
shrubland. The varied
insects provide food for
the western fence lizard
and other reptiles often
found in this dry
environment. The
Nuttall’s and acorn
woodpecker, band-
tailed pigeon, and scrub

The Morro Bay
Kangaroo rat,
ilsted both state
and federally as
endangered,
inhabits the coastal
dune scrub of
Montana de Oro.

jay take advantage of
the acorns produced by
the oaks. The pocket
gopher, California
pocket mouse, Califor-
nia ground squirrel,
black-tailed deer, and
spotted skunk are some
of the animals in this
community. Many
raptorial birds hunt in
the oak woodland,
including the northern
harrier, redtail hawk,
and kestrel. Mammal-
ian predators include
the gray fox, coyote,
and bobcat.

Dominated by Bishop
pine with a scrub
understory, the closed-
cone coniferous forest is
found covering a small
area near the southern
border of Montana de
Oro State Park. The
trees and shrubs
provide nesting and
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o Marine Life

Montana de Oro State
Park is located along a
broad curve of the
coastline that extends 20
miles from Point Estero
south to Point Buchon.
Although it is called
Estero Bay, this stretch
of coastline is not
protected from wave
action. The surf is often
heavy during the winter
when Pacific storms
bring strong winds and
waves to the coast. The
tide range in the area is -
from approximately the
minus 2-foot level to the
plus 7-foot level. The
tide cycle is a mixed
semidiurnal type char-
acterized by two high
tides and two low tides
per day. Ocean water
varies by about 15°F.
during the year. Water
temperatures range
from a low of about
51°F. in the months
from February through
May to a high of 64°in
Cctober.

The park includes a
variety of intertidal sub-
strates that support
diverse assemblages of
marine organisms. The
principal substrates are:
1) sandy beach, along
the ocean from Hazard
Canyon to the northern
boundary near the
north end of the Morro
Bay sandspit; 2)
mudflat, along the
eastern or inland edge
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of the sandspit; and 3}
rocky coastline, from
Hazard Canyon south
to Coon Creek. Pocket
beaches occur along the
area of rocky coastline.

of substrate types,
Montana de Oro State
Park supports an abun-

marine plants. Two
hundred nine species of
multicellular marine
plants have been
recorded at the unit.

is the most prominent
component of the
mudflats bordering the
east side of the sandspit

Partly due to the variety

dant and varied array of

Eelgrass (Zostera marina)

{within Morro Bay).
The sandy ocean beach
is not a suitable sub-
strate for surface
attachment, so few
marine plants occur
there. In contrast, the
marine flora is very
diverse along the rocky
shores of the park.
Some zones of the rocky
intertidal are inhabited
by a great mixture of
marine plants with no
one species dominating.
Postelsia palmiformis,
which resembles a
miniature palm forest,
occurs in the park. The
southernmost range of
this species is San Luis
Obispo County.

Many tidepools are found along the unit's rocky shoreline,
but, in some areas, the fragile life they support is gradually
disappearing due to visitor impact.

Montana de Oro State
Park abounds with tide-
pools, which are
dominated by shallow
water and intertidal
sculpins. Pricklebacks,
monkey-faced eels, and
kelpfishes are common.
Juvenile surfperches
and opaleyes also occur.
These groups are also
common subtidally in
addition to many other
groups, such as the
rockfishes, adult
surfperches, and
greenlings. Some of the
more well known
species in these group
include the brown
rockfishes, kelp rock-
fishes, ling cod, pile
surfperches, and
cabezon. The coastal
creeks contain steelhead
and prickly sculpins.

In offshore areas, there
are seasonal occur-
rences of king salmon
and albacore in suffi-
cient numbers to
support recreational
and commercial fishing.
Five species of marine
mammals are regularly
seen in the vicinity:
harbor seals, California
sea lions, stellar sea
lions, southern sea
otters, and Pacific gray
whales. The sea otter is
a federally listed
threatened species. The
gray whale is a feder-
ally listed endangered

species.



Resource Element

Cultural « Archeological Sites

Resources
Four archeological surveys in Montana de Oro State Park have resulted in the

identification and recording of 52 prehistoric Native American sites. These
surveys in 1967, 1975, 1977, and 1986 provided reasonably complete coverage of
the most sensitive areas in the park: coastal terraces, the Morro Bay sandspit,
backcountry ridges, and canyon bottoms. Some work will be needed to update
the inventory of recorded sites on the sandspit to contemporary standards. All
the areas shown as “high allowable use intensity” were intensively surveyed in
1986 for this general plan.

Collectively, the Montana de Cro State Park archeological sites, within the
territory of the Northern Chumash, have the potential for adding significantly to
our knowledge of central coast prehistory. These sites include several occupa-
tion middens on coastal terraces, numerous shell middens on the Morro Bay
sandspit, and a few bedrock mortar stations in the interior. Many of the sites are
exposed to illegal collecting and are in areas difficult to patrol. However, few

— sites have been appreciably disturbed by historic land uses or development.
SLO-10, under the Spooner ranch house, is the only site in the park that has been
augered or test excavated. The relative lack of disturbance and effective current
protection given to these sites adds to their significance.

» Standing Structures and Historic Sites

Twenty-seven historic features were recorded during the 1977 archeological sur- -
vey. Most of these are closely associated with the long history of the Spooner
Ranch, and most have been judged not to be historically significant.

The primary Euroamerican historic resource at Montana de Oro State Park is the
structural evidence of occupation by the family of Alden B. Spooner. His agricul-
tural operation was known as the El Pecho Ranch, named for the earlier Mexican
land grant title for the area. The 10-room ranch house began as a three-room
cabin, built in 1892. Over the next 20 years, additional rooms were built. The
fireplace was added in the late 1940s by O. C. Field, owner between 1942 and
1954. The house is all that is left of the Spooner period of the ranch’s history and
today is used as a visitor center. Associated with the house are the remnants of
several agricultural structures, including water tanks, sheds, and barns, and a
1910 milkhouse.

West of the ranch complex, on the south bluff of Spooner Cove, are the historic
remains of a warehouse (concrete foundation), a tunnel, and a wharf. These are
the remains of Spooner’s Landing. In the field south of the cove is a grove of
eucalyptus trees, believed to be the last site of the Pecho School. The school is
associated with the Japanese tenant farmers who cultivated the terraces before
World War 1I. .
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A second historic residential site exists directly north of the Spooner ranch. All
the structures have been removed; exotic vegetation marks the area. This
residence was part of the Spooner ranch, but of a later origin.

At the eastern end of the park, on Islay Creek, is a wood-frame barn that was as-
sociated with the Spooner family. It appears to have been built in the 1920s; it
has some historic value, along with esthetic and potential recreation values.

» Ethnographic Background

The Native American people who inhabited the central California coast prior to
the Euroamerican period were known as the Chumash. The accounts of the early
Spanish explorers depict sharp contrasts between the Chumash groups along the
Santa Barbara Channel and those inhabiting the territory north of Point Concep-
tion. Cabrillo commented on the number and size of the villages found along the
channel and the lack of villages on the coast north of the point. Fages, a member
of Portola’s 1769 expedition, described the large villages found along the chan-
nel, all having populations in excess of 400, as pueblos. North of Point Concep-
tion, Fages depicted habitation sites as small or insignificant villages. The inhabi-
tants were characterized as “very poor ill-conditioned Indians;” there is mention
of a village without houses at Morro Bay.

Fages noted that the large villages along the channel had chiefs or captains (wot).
The chief’s primary role was that of military commander. The position was for
life, and the individual had absolute, total independence. There is reference in
the early Spanish accounts to only one captain or wot among all of the Northern
Chumash: his name was Buchon, The Spaniards were told that Buchon, whose
village was near Pismo Beach, took tribute for 20 leagues in all directions.

Based on archeological evidence and early ethnographic accounts, the Northern
and Southern Chumash apparently shared similar food procurement and proc-
essing strategies. An extensive array of traps, nets, disguises, blinds, missiles
and projectiles, fishing gear, and vegetable-gathering equipment was used. The
wide variety of animals eaten included deer, sea mammals, bear, dog, wolf, fox,
, skunk, raccoon, rodents, rabbit, mole, eagle, buzzard, snake, fish, and
shellfish. Grinding implements, earth ovens, stone boiling in baskets, sun and
smoke drying, as well as other implements and techniques, were used in food

preparation.

Structures used by the Northern and Southern Chumash included ceremonial
sweathouses, domed and conical buildings, and communal houses. The remains
of a dwelling were excavated at Morro Bay in 1961. The structure was circular,
25 to 30 feet in diameter; archeological evidence indicates that it was dome

shaped.
All of the coastal Chumash groups fished. Ethnographic accounts and faunal re-
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mains from excavated sites indicate both the Northern and Channel Chumash
used weir traps; dip, drag, gill, and seine nets; and hooks and lines. Hooks were
made from cactus spines, shell, and bone. Spears and harpoons were also used.
Both groups probably used the kelp fishery year-round. Channel Chumash, the
only group to build and use the tomol (plank canoe), had access to the more sea-
sonally available larger pelagic species, such as tuna and swordfish. Both the
Channel and Northern Chumash used tule and dugout canoes.

« Historic Background

The Rancho Pecho y Islay was carved out of the Mexican coastal wilderness by
Francisco Bodilla (Padilla) and Santiago Unista and granted to Francisco Bodilla
in 1843. Bodilla sold the grant to John Wilson and James Scott of Santa Barbara
in late 1844. Scott delivered his holdings to Wilson in 1848, retaining an inferest
in the Pecho y Islay. Francisco Bodilla, also of Santa Barbara, continued to live
on the Pecho y Islay in an adobe cabin reputedly on the south rim of Pecho Can-
yon near the sea. This adobe site is south of the park on private property.
Wilson lived in Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Rancho Canada de los Osos,
which touched the northern boundary of the Rancho Pecho y Islay. Rancho
Canada de los Osos is often listed as part of the Pecho y Islay and vice versa.

Upon Wilson’s death in October 1861, the land was inherited by his daughter,
Ramona Hilliard, and his widow, Ramona Carrillo Wilson. There was an
attempt to keep Frederick Hilliard, Ramona’s husband, from having any control
over the rancho. In 1863, Ramona Wilson turned over her interest to Ramona
Hilliard, but attempted to establish her two sons by a previous marriage, Mari-~
ano and Romnaldo Pacheco, as trustees of the family interest. Ultimately, this
issue was taken to court by the Pachecos. The Hilliards won the case and legal
ownership of the rancho. In 1891, Ramona Hilliard sold the southern portion of
the rancho to Luigi Marre and continued to operate the northern portion as
leased land.

In 1901, Henry Cowell of San Francisco acquired a note of indebtedness on the
Hilliard property and took control of the Pecho Rancho. A year later, Alden
Spooner purchased the ranch from Isabel Cowell, Henry’s widow.

In 1892, Alden B. Spooner, Jr. leased the land and began to develop the area now
known as “Spooner Cove” as the headquarters of the El Pecho Ranch. While
living in a small cabin, which is still standing, the Spooners built barns, dairy
facilities, outbuildings, and other structures suitable for a diversified agriculture
operation. Shortly after leasing the land, Spooner improved shipping facilities at
the cove. A warehouse and a tunnel-chute with a swinging boom to load steam-
ers were placed on the south side of the cove. The Spooners successfully farmed
the land until 1942, when it was sold to O. C. Field of southern California.

Immediately north of the Spooner’s El Pecho Ranch was a panhandle-shaped
piece of land, which was part of the Rancho Canada de los Osos. This piece of

Resource Element
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ground became Sections 76 and 78 when the ranch was subdivided in 1869.
Ultimately, it became known as the “Barney Cole ranch,” even though no legal
record of a Bernard Cole could be found in county records. In 1911, A. B.
Spocner purchased the 1,630-acre parcel and added it to his ranch. O.C. Field
acquired all of the Spooner ranch in 1942, and when he sold a portion of the
ranch to Irene McAllister, this parcel becarne part of the Montana de Oro ranch.

North of the Canada de los Osos boundary line and stretching to the southern
arm of Morro Bay, and including the peninsula, was unclaimed, unimproved
land. The area, which became known as the #Hazard Ranch” or “Hazard
Canyon,” was surveyed for public sale in the Jate 1860s. Alexander 5. Hazard,
one of three brothers from Rhode Island by way of the Australian gold fields,
settled along the coast of San Luis Obispo County. In 1874, Hazard purchased
his claim of 160 acres in upper Hazard Canyon from the U.S. Government.

Down the canyon, neighbors such as Hiram Smiley and Ora McKinney were also
taking out patents on the land. Several years later, Hazard began to expand his
dairy, buying out his neighbors, so that by 1887, Hazard had consolidated 1,600
acres into the Hazard Ranch. Alexander S. Hazard died in 1910, and his son,
Frederick, continued the operation. Frederick died in 1925, and his sister, Mrs.
Eleanor H. Maino, was appointed administrator of the estate. The ranch was
Jeased until the early 1940s, when Oscar C. Field purchased most of the property.
The northwest corner of the ranch remained in the ownership of two daughters
of Alexander S. Hazard, Eleanore H. Maino and Erma Gonzales.

Hazard was a dairy farmer, but he also planted grapes and fruit trees. No
physical evidence remains of this period of agriculture. What is evident are the
remains of the eucalyptus plantation at Hazard Canyon, which was planted in
1908 and represents an unsuccessful economic enterprise by Alexander S.

Hazard. The eucalyptus groves themselves have no historic value.

0. C. Field continued leasing both the old Spooner Ranch and the Hazard Ranch.
In 1954, Field sold the middle section of the ranch to Irene Starkey McAllister
who gave the unit its name: “Montana de Oro.” The McAllister operation was
not successful and went bankrupt. The McAllister land became Montana de Oro
State Park in 1964. The Department of Parks and Recreation acquired the old
Hazard Ranch from Mr. and Mrs. Field and the daughters of Alexander S.
Hazard in 1970. Since that time, other small parcels have been added to the park.
On January 1, 1980, the Morro Bay sandspit was transferred from Morro Bay
State Park to Montana de Oro State Park for administrative reasons.
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Esthetic Resources

Complex topography and diverse vegetation, as well
ag proximity to the ocean, combine to make Mon-
tana de Oro State Park an area of rugged scenic
terrain. Coastal bluffs dominate the shore and
contrast with the sweep of adjacent sand dunes.
Inland from the coast, the terrain rises steeply to
form a portion of the San Luis Range. Valencia
Peak, Oats Mountain, and Alan Peak are prominent
features in the landscape.

Montana de Oro State Park is also a land of chang-
ing sound and color. The sound of the sea is perva-
sive and varied. Islay and Coon creeks are perennial
streams, and the presence of water in the landscape
contributes to the unit’s scenic beauty. Seasonal
wildflower displays brighten hill-sides with splashes
of yellow, orange, and magenta. Sunset deepens
natural colors and renders grassland areas a deep
orange. When fog rolls in, sea sounds become
hushed and colors become muted. The landscape
becomes an ethereal wilderness.

Panoramic vistas of the surrounding terrain are
found at the sumumits of Valencia Peak and Alan
Peak. Views from the peaks and along the trails in
the interior of the park provide spectacular views of
a nearly pristine wilderness landscape. Trails and
roads along the ocean bluffs provide expansive
ocean vistas and views of the rugged San Luis
Range. Areas of scenic interest include Hazard
Canyon Reef and its rich tidepool communities,
Spooner Cove seastacks, Corallina Cove, and Islay
Creek Falls.

There are several negative visual features in the unit
that disrupt the natural character of the landscape.
The most prominent of these features are the quon-
set hut in Islay Creek, the southern boundary fence
at Coon Creek, and the overhead utility line that
traverses the coastal terrace.

The eucalyptus plantation in Hazard Canyon has
both positive and negative visual characteristics.
The aroma of eucalyptus and the appearance of the
peeling bark, the blue-green leaves, and the regular

Seastacks and offshore rocks are scenic focal points of popular
Spooner and Corailina Coves.

rows of trunks have a certain esthetic appeal. Euca-
lyptus, however, are not a component of the natural
landscape. The trees block what otherwise would be
long-distance views of the shoreline and the ridg-
elines. They are also displacing native vegetation
that would be visually attractive. Since one of the
management objectives in all state parks in Califor-
nia is to restore, protect, and maintain native envi-
ronmental complexes, the eucalyptus must be
considered a negative esthetic feature of Montana de
Oro State Park.

Rssource Flement
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Recreation Resources

The area encompassed by Montana de Oro State
Park has been the site of recreational activities since
the 1890s, when picnics were held at Spooner Cove.

Montana de Oro State Park was classified as a unit
of the State Park System in 1965. Since that date,
annual visitation has grown steadily, and average
yearly visitation is 360,000. Recreation within
Montana de Oro State Park centers chiefly on the
unit's complex natural resources. Major activities
include camping, picnicking, hiking, horseback
riding, beachcombing, tidepool exploration, and
nature study. The ocean and the San Luis Mountain
Range provide panoramas for photography and
painting. Fifty-one primitive family campsites are
located at the park. Trailers and motorhomes up to
21 feet long can be accommodated, but there are no
hook-ups. There are also six designated horse
camps, four environmental campsites, and 15 picnic
tables in the unit.

Principal constraints to recreational activities in this
unit are the wildfire hazard, gusty winds on higher
ridges and bluffs, rough surf and cold water tem-
peratures, lack of potable water, and overgrown
trails. Significant opportunities, however, are
available for expansion of camping, picnicking, and
day-use access facilities within the unit.

Beach-oriented day-use is a
popular recreation activity.
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Resource
Policy
Formulation

Classification

The classification of a
State Park System unit
forms the foundation on
which all management
and development
policies are based.
Classification statutes
contained in Article 1.7
of the Public Resources
Code specify broad
management objectives
and improvements
appropriate in units of
the State Park System.

The land acquisition
process for establish-
ment of Montana de
Oro State Park began in
1965 with the acquisi-
tion of 4,481 acres.
Over the years, addi-
tional lands were ac-
quired, including the
transfer of the Morro
Bay sandspit from
Morro Bay State Park.

In the 1960s, the present
State Park System clas-
sification system was
established, and in July
1965 the State Park and
Recreation Commission
named and classified
the unit Montana de
Oro State Park.

Classification by the
commission brought
management of the unit
under the provisions of
Public Resources Code
Section 5019.53:

5019.53. State Parks. State parks consist of relatively
spacious areas of outstanding scenic or natural character,
oftentimes also containing significant historical, archaeo-
logical, ecological, geclogical, or other such values. The
purpose of state parks shail be to praserve outstanding
natural, scenic, and cultural values, indigenous aquatic
and terrestrial fauna and flora, and the most significant ex-
amples of such ecological regions of California as the
Sierra Nevada, northeast voleanic, great valley, coastal
strip, Klamath-Siskiyou Mountains, southwest mountains
and valleys, redwoods, foothills and low coastal moun-
taing, and desert and desert mountains,

Each state park shall be managed as a composite whole
in order to restore, protact, and maintain its native environ-
mental complexes to the extent compatible with the
primary purpose for which the park was established,

Improvements undertaken within state parks shall be jor
the purposa of making the areas availabie for public enjoy-
ment and education in a manner consistent with the pras-
arvation of natural, scenic, cultural, and ecological values
for prasent and future generations. Improvements may be
undartaken to provide for recreational activities including,
but not limited to, camping, picnicking, sight-saeing, nature
study, hiking, and horseback riding, so long as such im-
provements involve no major madification of land, forests,
or waters. Improvements which do not directly snhance
the public’s enjoyment of the natural, scenic, cultural, or
acological values of the resource, which are attractions in
themselves, or which are otherwise available to the public
within a reasonable distance cutside the park, shall not be
undertaken within state parks.

State parks may be astablished in either the terrestriai or
underwater environments of the state.
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Declaration
of Purpose

Resource Element

A declaration of pur-
pose describes the
purpose of the unit and
identifies the prime re-
sources, long-range
management objectives,
and the relationship
between the unit’s
resources and recrea-
tional uses. A declara-
tion of purpose for
Montana de Oro State
Park was approved by
the State Park and Rec-
reation Commission on
November 17, 1965.
Several changes in the
declaration were
approved by the
Commission on June 10,
1988 to clarify the
department’s manage-
ment goals and objec-
tives. The original and
revised declarations are
as follows:

Original: Montana de
Oro State Park is estab-
lished to make available to
the people, for their inspi-
ration and enjoyment
forever, the scenic gran-
deur and recreational at-
tractions of the Central
California coastline south
of Morro Bay in San Luis
Obispo County, together
with all the scientific and
historical values of this
outstanding coastal re-

gion.

The function of the
Division of Beaches and
Parks af Montana de Oro
State Park is so to manage
all the resources of the
park as to perpetuate them
for the lasting benefit of
the public in accordance
with the declared purpose
of the park; to interpret
them fully and effectively;
and to provide such
facilities and services,
consistent with the pur-
pose of the park, as are
necessary for the full
enjoyment and safe use of
the area by visitors.

Revised: The purpose of
Montana de Oro State
Park is to perpetuate
forever, for public use, in-
spiration, esthetic enjoy-
ment, and education, an
area along the central
Californig coast of unique
natural beauty and
scientific significance, in-
cluding a diverse mosaic
of native vegetation, sce-
nic uplands, rocky shore-
lines, sandy beaches,
wildlife, and archeological
resources. All scenic,
natural, cultural, and rec-
reational resources shall be
managed as a whole, pre-
serving and restoring the
natural character of the
park in accordance with
ecological principles.

The function of the Cali-
fornia Department of
Parks and Recreation af
Montana de Oro State
Park is to manage the
unit's varied, interdepend-
ent resources in order to
ensure the perpetuation of
its diverse environmental
complexes and wilderness
values; to interpret them
effectively; and to provide,
consistent with perpetu-
ation of park resources,
such facilities and services
as are necessary for the
public’s enjoyment of the
unit.
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Zone of Primary Interest

The zone of primary interest is that area outside the
unit in which land-use changes could adversely
impact the resources of Montana de Oro State Park.
This area includes the adjacent community of Los
Osos, the upper watersheds of Hazard, Islay, and
Coon creeks, and the adjacent offshore and bay
areas.

In addition, the department should be concerned
about activities on all lands, no matter how far from
the unit, that can, through their development and
use, adversely affect the resources and features
within the unit. Air pollution generated by the
Morro Bay and Diablo Canyon power plants, oil
spills either in the bay or offshore, discharge of
sewage effluent in the bay or into one of the creeks
that traverse the park, and pollution from other
sources all potentially could affect Montana de Cro
State Park. Alteration of inland surface water flow
or the development of both offshore and onshore
protective structures could alter the available sand
supply to the beach, potentially resulting in a
permanent or progressive loss of beach sand. De-
partment officials should be aware of these potential
threats and take action whenever possible to mini-
mize them.

Resource Management Policies

Resource management in the State Park System is
governed by laws contained in the Public Resources
Code, by regulations in the California Administra-
tive Code, by directives approved by the
department’s director, and by policies approved by
the State Park and Recreation Commission. General
policies related to the unit classification and the dec-
laration of purpose have been addressed in previous
sections.

Specific departmental resource management direc-
tives amplify the legal codes and provide more
specific management guidelines. Directives that are
pertinent to existing or potential problems related to
the management of resources within Montana de
Oro State Park are:

#4 Acquisition Cbjectives
#5 Development in Staie Parks
#33 Exotie Plants - Landscaping
#34 Exotic Plants - Elimination
#35 Wildlife Protection
#46 Environmental Quality

. #58 Cultural Resourca Protection
#59 Underground Werk
#70 Archeolagical Sites

Directives #58, #59, #33, and #34 are particularly
relevant to planning issues for Montana de Oro State
Park. (See Appendix B for Directives 4, 5, 35, 46, and
70).
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Directive:

33. Exotic plant species
capable of naturalizing in
California will never be in-
troduced as landscaping in
units of the State Park Sys-
tem. Such species now es-
tablished should be replaced
by natives or noninvading
species.

34. Except in those areas
where it is perpetuated for
resource management or
historical reasons, aggres-
sively invading exoticvege-
tation will be systemati- _
cally removed when it be-
comes established any-
wherein the State Park Sys-
tem; first priovity in the ef-
fort will be given to inva-
sions in state parks, state
reserves, natural preserves,
and wildernesses.

58. Cultural resources in
the State Park System shall
be protected against dam-
aging or degrading influ-
ences, including deteriora-
ton or adverse modifica-
tion of their environments.
All evidence of such re-
sources shall be investi-
gated by qualified person-
nel, as designated by the di-
rector, before any restora-
tHon, reconstruction, or de-
velopment is begun. If sta-
bilization of cultural re-
mainsis required toprevent
loss or deterioration, it shall
be undertaken in ways that
shall not threaten archeol-
ogical, historical, or related
environmental values.

40
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Spooner Cove is subject to inundation after heavy storms.

59. No underground work,
whether original or mainte-
nance, may be undertaken
in the State Park System
until clearanceis given by a
department archeologist.
Emergency work required
to protect the public health
and safety may be under-
taken without prior clear-
ance, provided concurrent
noticeof thecrisis is made to
a department archeologist.

Following several years
of significant storm
damage in many coastal
State Park System units,
the department adopted
a policy for coastal
erosion on COctober 24,
1984. The intent of the
policy is to avoid con-
struction of new perma-
nent facilities in areas
subject to coastal
erosion unless the risk
of loss is clearly offset
by the need for the
facility, and to promote
the use of expendable or

' mowvable facilities in

erosion-prone areas.
The policy reads as
follows:

The Department of Parks
and Recreation shall avoid
construction of new struc-
tures and coastal facilities
in areas subject to ocean
wave erosion, seacliff re-
treat, and unstable cliffs,
unless specific determina-
tions have been made that
the risk of loss of the facility
is clearly offset by the in-
vestment and need for the
facility. Measures shall be
taken to minimize human-
induced erosion by reduc-
ing: concentrated surface
runoff from use areas, ele-
vated groundwater levels
from irrigation and urbani-
zation, and surface distur-
bance of blufftop soils. In
recognition of California’s
actively eroding coastline,
new structures and facili-
ties located in areas known
to be subject to ocean wave
erosion, seacliff retreat, or
unstable bluffs shall be ex-
pendable or movable.
Structural protection and
reprotection of develop-
ments shall beallowed only
when the cost of protection
is commensurate with the
value (physical and intrin-
sic) of the development to be
protected, and when it can
be shown that the profec-
tion will not negatively af-
fect the beach of the near-
shore environment.
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In addition to sys-
temwide policies,
specific policies that
pertain to existing or
potential resource
issues or problems have
been formulated for
Montana de Oro State
Park and are given
below by major subject.

+ Hydrologic
Resources

Water features are
important to the perpet-
uation of the natural
and esthetic values at
Montana de Oro State
Park. Any significant
alteration of the hydro-
logic systems support-
ing these water features,
either inside or outside
the unit, may affect
them significantly.
Issues of potential con-
cern include stream
channelization, diver-
sion, or pollution up-
stream from the park.

Policy: The department
shall identify and monitor
activities or proposed land
use changes on adjacent
lands that may have ad-
verse impacts on the water
features of Montana de Oro
State Park. Measures to
mainfain water quality,
channel flow, and sedimen-
tation rates shall be recom-
mended and implemented.
No water shall be diverted
within unit boundaries that
will significantly affect the
water features and the eco-
systems they support.

« Acquisition of
Watersheds

The upland areas of
Montana de Oro State
Park include portions of
three watersheds:
Hazard Canyon, Islay
Canyon, and Coon
Canyon. The upper
portion of each water-
shed is outside park
boundaries. A basic
concept of wildland
management is that it is
desirable to manage
entire watersheds as
ecological units. Land
use practices upstream
can affect water quality
in streams and ground-
water in the lower
watersheds. Since
watershed boundaries
usually coincide with
ridgelines, acquisition
of watersheds usually
protects viewsheds so
that unsightly develop-
ments on adjacent
private land would not
be visible from the
interior of the park.
Ownership of entire
watersheds also facili-
tates resource manage-
ment activities includ-
ing wildland fire
presupression planning,
prescribed fire manage-
ment, and wildlife
management.

Islzy Canyon. Htis

entire watersheds as
ecological units.

Policy: Ifupper watershed
lands within the Hazard,
Islay, and Coon Creek
drainages become available
for purchase, the depart-
ment shall consider acquir-
ing theseproperties as addi-
tions to Montana de Oro
State Park.

« Geologic
Hazards

Geologic hazards at
Montana de Oro State
Park include landslides,
blockfalls, liquefaction,
tsunarnis, and seismic
shaking. Site-specific
investigations prior to
new developments can
help to avoid building
in areas subject to these
hazards.

Policy: New develop-
ments shall avoid geologi-
cally hazardous areas. If
facilities are needed in geol-
ogically hazardous areas
and no feasible alternative
locations exist, a site-spe-
cific geologic report shall be
prepared in advance of final
working drawings in order
to evaluate the geologic
conditions that would affect
the proposed facilities.

desirable to manage
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+ Coastal Erosion

The seacliffs and beaches of Montana de Oro are
subject to coastal erosion, seacliff retreat, and beach
sand loss. Since no facilities are threatened by this
natural process, the landform changes and cycles of
beach creation and destruction are compatible with
the development, use, and appreciation of the park.

Policy: All future permanent facility developments along
blufftops shall be sufficiently set back to ensure that the
development will endure, New developments shall be sited
and designed to neither create nor contributesignificantly to
erosion or geologic instability.

Development shall not be permitied on the cliff face except
for engineered staircases or accessways to provide public
access to designated public_use areas. These access struc-
tures shall be designed tominimize the alteration of the bluff
and beach,
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« Paleontological Resources

The sedimentary strata at Montana de Oro State
Park are of marine origin and contain some very rare
invertebrate fossil resources. Several fossil locations
within the park have been described by UCLA
paleontologists, and new discoveries could be made
at virtually any place in the unit. Carbonized wood
has been observed weathering out of the seacliffs at
Corallina Cove. Fossil resources are of scientific and
interpretive interest and can be lost due to erosion,
facilities development, overcollection, or weather-
ing.

Policy: Mapped fossil localities shall be protected from
unauthorized collection. Efforts shall bemade to educate the
public and enlist volunteer support in the preservation of the
rare fossil resources. If new discoveries occur, their signifi-
cance shall be determined and the appropriate protective or
stabilization action taken.

Since irreplaceable fossil resources may be impacted by
surface-disturbing developments, such as trail construc-
tion, the department shall consult with a qualified paleon-
tologist during the planning and construction of new sur-
face-disturbing facilities. The purpose of this consultation
shall be to assure proper steps are taken to avoid or to record
and recover significant fossil resources.
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+ Soil Constraints

Some of the soils of Montana de Oro State Park are
poorly suited to the development of recreation
facilities, buildings, and roads. The Soil Conserva-
tion Service soil survey of the coastal part of San
Luis Obispo County indicates that the soils present
in the unit have the following constraints: slope,
shallow depth of rock, easily erodible, too sandy,
and a high shrink/swell potential or low strength.
Some soils have slow permeability and are poor
filters, limiting the ability to leach sepfic tank
effluent. Other soils exhibit seepage and piping (the
formation of subsurface cavities by water moving
through the soil, which undermines its strength).
Problems with reclamation and difficulties in re-
vegetation and erosion control have been identified
for areas within the park. :

Policy: Soil characteristics shall be considered in the
design and location of facilities. Soil loss due fo erosion
caused by facility development, visitor use, and wnit opera-
tion and maintenance shall be monitored. Projects shall be
implemented when necessary to prevent soil losses and
restore soil integrity.

« Soil Erosion

Trails, roads, streambanks, and hillsides at Montana
de Oro State Park are all eroding. As modifications
to the natural system are introduced or as visitor use
increases, erosion could accelerate and cause dam-
age. Some of the trails and roads now in the park
were constructed without adequately considering or
implementing methods for preventing erosion. It
may be necessary to manage those areas most
severely eroded and to include soil erosion consid-
erations in future plans for development and use.

Policy: The department shall endeavor to minimize hu-
man-caused erosion at Montana de Oro State Park. Un-
natural or destructive erosion shall be controlled and pre-
vented by means that are consistent with the purposes of the
park and with department policies. Steps shall be taken to
correct existing erosion problems and eroded areas. These
areas shall be identified, restored to natural contours if pos-
sible, and revegetated with appropriate native plant species
when necessary. Where correction is necessary, all meas-
ures used shall be as unobtrusive as possible, fitting natu-
rally into the environment, with the objective of restoring
the natural condition.
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Concentrated
visitor use in
riparian zones
has resulted in
vegetation
trampling and
obliteration and
soil evosion and

compaction.

« Riparian Zones

The term wetland refers™
to any watercourse or
body of water, the lands
underlying or adjacent
to these waters, and the
wildlife and natural
communities dependent
on the wetland habitat
{California Administra-
tive Code, Section 5812).
With their diversity of
plant and animal life,
wetland areas are im-
portant esthetic and
recreational resources.
As defined, riparian
zones are classified asa
type of wetland. In rec-
ognizing the signifi-
cance of wetland eco-
systems, the Public Re-
sources Code (Sec. 5812)
requires that the depart-
ment “give particular
recognition to opportu-
nities for protecting and
preserving wetlands
lying within, or adjacent
to, existing units of the
State Park System...”
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At Montana de Oro
State Park, concentrated
visitor use in riparian
zones has resulted in
vegetation trampling
and obliteration and
soil erosion and com-
paction. Within Hazard
Canyon, eucalyptus has
displaced habitat for
native riparian plant
species.

Policy: The integrity of
riparian ecosystems within
Montanade Oro State Park
shall be protected from any
activity that results in sig-
nificant loss of native vege-
tation or prevents develop-
ment of a multilayered
community structure. De-
graded riparian areas, in-
cluding areas where euca-
lyptus has displaced native -
species, will be restored toa
more natural condition.
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« Vegetation
Management

Itis a policy of the
department to preserve
and perpetuate repre-
sentative examples of
natural plant communi-
ties (Policy No. 7; Res.
Mgt. Directives, 1831.1).
The natural plant
communities at Mon-
tana de Oro State Park
have been impacted by
urbanization, road con-
struction, and invasion
by exotic species. The
net results of such  —
impacts include
changes in the range
and distribution of na-
tive species.

Policy: The department
shall develop and imple-
ment a plant community
restoration and manage-
ment plan for Montana de
Oro State Park. The pri-
mary objective of this pro-
gram shall be to manage to-
ward a natural condition
with a minimum of disrup-
tion to natural processes.
The secondary objective
shall be fo restore and per-
vetuate the native plant
communities that prevailed
in the unit prior to Eu-
roamerican influence,

« Qak
Management

Through grazing
pressures, habitat modi-
fication, and fire sup-
pression, oaks in Cali-
fornia have experienced
a very low rate of
regeneration. Most oak
woodland/ forest areas
display a loss of natural
age structure that typi-
cally exhibits a variety
of different age classes.
A plant community
composed of even-aged
individuals is consid-
ered to be an unstable
community, especially
when limited to the
older age classes, as is
found among the oaks
in the unit. Little regen-
eration from seed has
been noted in the unit’s
oak woodlands and for-
ests.

class representation.

Policy: Toensure thepro-
tection and perpetuation of
the native oaks of Montana
de Oro State Park, the oak
forest communities shall be
managed to promote an in-
creased representation of
the younger age classes of
the oaks. An oak monitor-
ing program shall be estab-
lished to determine annual
recruitment and mortality
of oaks and current age

+ Native Grasslands

Extensive changes in the grassland have occurred as
a result of long-term grazing, fire suppression, and
the introduction of nonnative species. Large areas of
native grasslands are not now found within Mon-
tana de Oro State Park. Species that characterize
native grassland — purple needlegrass, pine blue-
grass, and small-flowered melic — occur throughout
the unit but are not extensive.

Under natural conditions, the density of native
bunchgrasses is variable. When sparse, numerous
annual species are commonly associated with the
bunchgrasses. In the grassland, these species
include goldfields, bird’s-eye Gilia, popcorn flower,
brodiaea, mariposa lily, and members of the carrot
family.

Policy: Native grassland sites at Montana de Oro State
Park shall be managed to restore and maintain the diversity
and integrity of native grassiands. Efforts shallincludefield
surveys to identify and assess populations of nafive grasses,
the control andfor eradication of exotic species, and the res-
toration of fire to its natural role in the ecosystem.

A monitoring program will be established at Montana de Oro
to ensure the protection and perpetuation of native paks,
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+ Prescribed Fire

Prior to the 1900s, fires burned regularly throughout
Montana de Oro State Park and its vicinity. The
fires were most often ignited by lightning in the late
summer and early fall and by the intentional or
accidental activities of Native Americans and
ranchers. Wildfires began to be effectively sup-
pressed in the early 1920, and since that time fire
has only infrequently burned throughout the unit.
Disruption of natural fire processes has resulted in
ecological imbalances and the increased likelihood
of destructive wildfires due to fuel accumulation.
Reintroducing fire through a carefully controlled
prescribed fire program is needed to maintain native
plant species and plant communities that developed
under a regime of frequent fires, to restore the
ecological processes occurring in the park to a more
natural status, and to reduce the potential for
catastrophic wildfires.

The first prescribed fire for ecological management
purposes in the State Park System was conducted at
Montana de Oro State Park in June 1973. Thirty-five
acres of coastal terrace grassland were burned in an
effort to restore native grassland species to the site.

Polley: Fireshall be restoved toits natural rolein Montana
de Oro State Park ecosystems in accord with departmental
prescribed fire management policies. An ongoing Pre-
scribed Fire Management Program shall be established and
maintained.
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+ Fire Prevention and Suppression

Wildfire can be a threat to natural resources, facili-
ties, and human life and property. A Prescribed Fire
Management Program that simulates the historic
natural fires of this region will reduce the damage
from future wildfires but cannot eliminate the threat
of destructive wildfires during fire weather condi-
tions and from human causes. For these reasons, the
department requires that a Wildfire Management
Plan be developed for every State Park System unit
that experiences wildland fires.

Because conventional fire control activities and
procedures can result in more serious and long-
lasting impacts on park resources than the wildfire
itself, the development of special standards and
procedures applicable to the park environment is
important.

Undesirable effects of suppression activities can be
avoided by using a planned program of modified
fire suppression. This program divides the park into
compartments bordered by existing natural and
artificial firebreaks. In the event of a wildfire,
suppression activities are concentrated along the
borders of a compartment, thereby minimizing
resource damage. The program would also identify
resource sensitivities of the park to be considered
should additional suppression activities be required.
Wildfire contingency planning in this manner will
greatly reduce the likelihood of damage from
suppression activities while providing for the
necessary protection of park resources and public
safety.

Policy: The department shall work with the California
Department of Forestry and other appropriate agencies to
implement a Wildfire Management Planat Montanade Oro
State Park. This plan shall address all aspects of wildfire
planning, including prevention, pre-suppression, and sup-
pression. The plan shall identify modified five suppression
methods designed to preserve sensitive park resources while
protecting human lives and facilities.
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+ Rare and
Endangered
Plants

Sixteen rare or endan-
gered plant species
have been identified at
Montana de Oro State
Park. Although popula-
tions of several species
have been accurately
located, site-specific
information for the
majority of these sensi-
tive plants is lacking,

As a result, rare or
endangered plants can
be inadvertently
destroyed by facility de-
velopment, mainte-
nance programs, visitor
use, or other activities.

Policy: Rare and endan-
gered plants in Montana de
Oro State Park that are on
official state, federal, and
California Native Plant
Society lists shall be pro-
fected and managed for
their perpetuation.

Systematic surveys for rare
and endangered plants
shall be made wherever fa-
cility development, re-
source management, or
increased visitor use is pro-
posed. Populations shall be
mapped, management
plans for their protection
and perpetuation shall be
developed, and appropriate
measures shall be taken to
mitigate unavoidable im-
pacts. :

* Landscaping

Exotic species detract from the natural appearance of
Montana de Oro State Park. Exotic species fre-
quently have lower habitat value for native wildlife
and can become naturalized and displace native
plant species. For example, eucalyptus and nastur-
tium are established in Islay Creek. Exotics fre-
quently require permanent irrigation and can be
more susceptible to insect attack and disease than
native species.

Policy: Landscaping in developed areas shall consist of
species indigenous to the unit. If exofic species are used,
these shall bespecies that areincapable of naturalizing in the
wild and do not require a permanent irrigation system.

The plan calls for the protzction and management of rare and
endangered plants in Montana de Oro, including the Morro Bay
manzznita (Arctostaphylos morroensis).

« Exotic Plant
Species

Many exotic species
have become natural-
ized within Montana de
Oro State Park; for
example, in Hazard
Canyon (eucalyptus), in
areas previously farmed
(mustard), and in areas
subjected to grazing
pressures (annual
grasses). In many areas,
they are successfully
competing with native
species. Perpetuation of
native plant communi-
ties depends on the
control and removal of
exotic plants.

Policy: The departinent
shall pursue a long-range
objective of controlling, or
eradicating where possible,
exotic plants that have be-
come established in the
unit. Highest priority shall
be given to those species
most invasive and con-
spicuous in the landscape.
Exception shall be made for
the specimen Monterey cy-
press treesplanted in thevi-
cinity of the historic
Spooner ranch house, An
important element of long-
range exotic species control
and eradication programs
shall be an active revegeta-
tion program using species
native to the unit or the
immediate area.
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« Eucalyptus

Eucalyptus globulus, or blue gum, was first intro-
duced to California by 1853; by 1870, it was being
planted for commercial purposes. Although the tree
is not useful as timber, it was and still is grown for
fuel, windbreaks, pulp, and omamental landscap-
ing. Eucalyptus globulus is adapted toa wide range
of substrates and reaches its best development on
moderately fertile loams or heavy but well-drained
soils. Ttis well adapted to areas with an annual
rainfall of 24-44 inches. Fog is also an important
source of water for blue gum. In areas with summer
drought, its extensive root system is able to extract
water from the soil even though other plants may
not be able to do so. Toxins present in the leaves of
eucalyptus are leached into the soil by fog and rain
and inhibit the growth of understory vegetation.
Because of the relatively sterile understory and the
limited value of eucalyptus as a source of forage,
eucalyptus generally provide poor habitat for native
wildlife. Monarch butterflies are one of the few
native wildlife species that have adapted well to the
dense eucalyptus forests.

Eucalyptus was planted in Hazard Canyon in the
early 1900s. The plantation covers approximately
200 acres. The eucalyptus forest occupies sites that
originally supported coastal scrub, oak woodland,
and riparian forest communities. Prior to the
planting of eucalyptus and establishment of the state
park, native trees in the area were cut for firewood.
This may explain why there are relatively few native
trees in Hazard Canyon today. Based on prelimi-
nary soil analysis and other site characteristics,
much of the existing eucalyptus stand could be
returned to native tree species, including sycamore,
California bay, willow, cottonwood, and Bishop
pine.

Spectacular downcoast vistas are available from
several locations along the main park road. In
Hazard Canyon, however, the extensive groves of
eucalyptus trees obscure coastal and inland views.
The seried rows of trees impose an unnatural form
on the natural landscape and create an area of
relatively low visual diversity.
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Some park visitors find the eucalyptus forest a
desirable setting for recreation activities and a
positive scenic resource in itself. They perceive the
eucalyptus forest as providing shade, wind protec-
tion, screening between use areas, and a visual
contrast to surrounding vegetation. However, one
of the primary objectives for establishment of the
state park was to preserve and to presentasa living
museum an example of the primitive natural land-
scape along this portion of the central California
coastline. The integrity of this objective is jeopard-
ized by the presence of these planted trees.

Except in areas where it is perpetuated for special
management purposes, it is a department directive
to systematically remove aggressively invading
exotic vegetation. First priority in this effort is given
to state parks, state reserves, natural preserves, and
wildernesses (Paragraph 34, Section 1831.1). Wildlife
resources depend on native vegetation, Itisalso a
department directive to main-tain the natural faunal
habitat wherever possible (Paragraph 35, Saction
1831.2).
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Within Hazard Canyon, eucalyptus has displaced habitat of native
riparian plant species. These eucalyptus will be removed and natural
plant communities resstablished.

Policy: The existing eucalyptus containment program
aimed at controlling the spread of eucalyptus from the
original plantations should continue. These efforts are
needed to maintain the eucalyptus plantations within their
original planted boundaries.

Studies shall be conducted to determine which plant com-
munities were indigenous to the sites now occupied by
eucalyptus plantations. Additional field investigations
shall also be conducted to determine if any of the eucalyptus
provides important habitat for the monarch butterfly.

Based upon the results of these and other studies, an interim
management program shall be developed. The objectives of
this program shall be to:

1. Providefor theperpetuation of any habitat found to
be important to monarchs.

2. Restore the native plant communities within the
riparian zone.

3. Initiate trial restoration efforts involving the re-
moval of not more than a total of 16 acres of original
plantation trees. Threeto five trial sites shall be selected
to evaluate different site characteristics and restoration
methods. No site shall be over 5 acres in size.

The interim program shall include an environmental
assessment of the proposed action and shall be subject to
review through the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and the coastal development permit process.

Based upon the evaluation of the interim program, a long-
term plan shall be developed for managing the eucalyptus

plantations and restoring areas to native vegetation. The

long-term plan shall also be subject to CEQA and coastal

development permit review processes.
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The sensitive ecological values bf the Morro Bay sandspit can

be protected through designation of the area as a natural preserve.

« Morro Bay
Sandspit

50 Resource Elemeant

The Morro Bay sandspit is an ecologically diverse area and represents a unique
barrier dune complex separating Motro Bay from the Pacific Ocean. The sand-
spit forms the northern extension of Montana de Oro State Park. Within unit
boundaries, the sandspit is approximately four miles long; dunes reach 100 feet
in height. The sands that form the dune complex are wind-driven and derived
from sedimentary, igneous, and alluvial parent materials. Dune vegetation illus-
trates plant succession from pioneer to climax dune communities. Deflation and
freshwater seepage areas on the inland face of the dunes support freshwater fish
species. Several sensitive plant species occur in the dune complex, including salt
marsh birdsbeak (state, federal endangered), pholisma, beach spectacle pod, and
hybrids derived from three species of sand verbena.

The diversity of vegetation provides potential habitat for numerous wildlife
species, including two sensitive species — the Morro shoulderband snail and the
Morro Bay kangaroo rat (state and federal endangered). Potential nesting habitat
exists for the least tem.
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Policy: The Morro Bay
barrier dune complex at
Montana de Oro State
Park shall be considered
for designation as a
natural preserve. Upon
closure of Army Road and
completion of an alterna-
tive beach access road and
parking area, the endan-
gered species protection
zone identified in the Land
Use Plan shall be included
in the natural preserve,

Human activities
on the dunes need
to be controlled to

prevent destruc-
tion of vegetation;
attempts will be
made to revegetate
destabilized
dunes.

+ Coastal Dune
Management

Dune systems are
composed of unconsoli-
dated sand that has
been transported by
strong onshore winds.
Natural dune systems
consist of several stages
of dune development
that range from embry-
onic foredunes to rear
dunes. Dunes are
initially stabilized by
low-growing plants
adapted to moving
sand. With sufficient
stabilization, woody
species can become
established. Typically,
once vegetation is
removed, a dune
blowout occurs, and
natural revegetation of

the blowout may not

occur. Human activities
in sand dunes can
destroy vegetation and
destabilize the dunes.
Ongoing human use of
a blowout area renders
natural revegetation
virtually impossible.

Coastal dunes provide
important habitats for
many often endemic
species of plants and
animals. The use of
coastal zones for
residential, agricultural,
and industrial purposes
has degraded or de-
stroyed a large portion
of native dune habitat
in California. Heavy
recreational use of
coastal lands has also
resulted in the degrada-
tion of dune habitat in
many areas.

Most of the remaining
natural dune environ-
ment in the Morro Bay
area is within units of the
State Park System. The
continued existence of
coastal dunes and of the
species associated with
them depends on the ef-
fective stewardship of
the coastal dune re-
source.

Policy: Human activities
on the dunes at Montana
de Oro State Park shall be
regulated to prevent
destruction of the natural
dune environment.

' Hiking, horseback riding,

hang-gliding, and other
recreational uses shall be
restricted to designated
areas and routes. The use
of walkways, sand ladders,
and inconspicuous fencing
shall be considered.
Destabilized dunes shall
be revegetated with species
indigenous fo the unif.

LY
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Special management teckniéﬁes such as a prescribed fire program may be necessm'y fo
ensure the perpetuation of the Bishop pine forest in Montana de Oro.

Resource Element

« Bishop Pine

Bishop pine occurs at
several locations along
the coast of California
from Humboldt to
Santa Barbara County.
The largest concentra-
tions of this species
occur in Mendocino,
Sonoma, San Luis
Obispo, and Santa
Barbara counties.
Bishop pine exists ina
maritime climate; fog
and fog drip supply
moisture during dry
summer periods.

Bishop pine commonly
grows in dense stands
on north-facing slopes.
The species with which
it is associated include
madrone, sword fern,
and huckleberry.
Bishop pine is restricted
to shallow, acid, and
poorly drained soils. In
San Luis Obispo
County, Bishop pine is
found on diatomaceous
shale.

Stands of Bishop pine
are usually even-aged
and reproduce follow-
ing fire. Bishop pine
cones remain closed
until exposed to the
heat of fire. Stand size
can fluctnate from one
fire to another. In the
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absence of fire, Bishop
pines become suscep-
tible to disease and die
without reproducing,
These trees seldom live
longer than 80 years.

Policy: The Bishop pine
forest in Montana de Oro
State Park shall bermanaged
fo ensure perpetuation of
this community. Because
bishop pine has evolved
under a regime of periodic
fire, a prescribed fire pro-
gramshall be undertaken to
help ensure the long-term
survival of the species in the
park. -

» Livestock
Grazing

Livestock grazing is
inconsistent with State
Park System manage-
ment objectives of
promoting natural
processes and restoring
natural ecosystems.
Livestock grazing
impacts native grass-
lands, pollutes surface
waters, and detracts
from esthetic features
with the necessary in-
stallation of cross-
fencing, watering
troughs, and tanks.
Recreational experi-
ences are restricted in
areas where cattle
congregate. In recogni-
tion of these negative

terminated livestock
grazing in Montana de
Oro State Park shortly
after the unit became
part of the State Park
System.

prohibifed.

impacts, the department

Policy: Livestock grazing
in Montana de Oro State
Park shall continue to be

* Dune
Revegetation

The dunes on the Morro
Bay sandspit are com-
ponents of a dynamic
system. With the
exception of several
large areas of moving
sand, the eastern face of
the dune system is
largely vegetated. The
presumption has been
made that the bare sand
areas are the result of
past human distur-
bances. It is now
believed that these are
natural features of the
dune system. Compari-
son of 1945 aerial pho-
tographs to those flown
in 1978 shows that the
eastern “toes” of some
blowouts have been
denuded of vegetation;
other areas have
naturally revegetated.
Some sites do not
appear to have been
vegetated during
historic times.

Policy: Revegetation on
the Morro Bay sandspit
shall be limited to areas in
which a historic loss of
vegetation can be docu-
mented. Extensive revege-
tation of natural blowouts
shall not be done unless the
moving sand in these areas
constitutes a threat to adja-
cent resources or facilities.

+  Wildlife
Management

Animal life is an
important part of
natural ecosystems and
adds interest and
variety to the park
experience. Protection
and perpetuation of
natural wildlife popula-
tions are major manage-
ment objectives at Mon-
tana de Oro State Park.

Policy: Altered natural
habitats shall be restored as
nearly as possible to condi-
tions that would exist had
natural ecological processes
not been disrupted.
Whether or not restoration
of natural conditions is pos-
sible, it shall be the policy of
thedepartment to avoid sig-
nificant imbalances caused
by human influences on the
natural wildlife popula-
tions. If it is necessary to
regulate animal popula-
tions, the methods used
shall be based on sound
principles of ecosystem
management, shall be con-
sistent with the general
policies of the department,
and shall avoid disturbance
to other natural values of
the park.

Resource Elemeant: 55
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» Waterfowl Hunting

Within the State Park System, hunting is allowed
only in certain state recreation areas. It is otherwise
prohibited on all State Park System lands. The black
brant goose is a game bird drawn to Morro Bay by
the eelgrass, its favored food, and has been tradi-
tionally hunted in the bay for many years. Water-
fowl hunting is allowed on state-owned lands that
Lie adjacent to the boundaries of Montana de Oro
State Park. Because park boundary lines are often
unclear and difficult to determine in the field, the
public often inappropriately hunts from or near
State Park System property. Such a use of State Park
System property is inconsistent with the unit’s
classification as a state park (Title 14, Chapter 1, Sec-
tion 4305} and poses a possible threat to public
safety. - '

Polley: Thedepartnient shallwork with the California De-
partment of Fish and Game to regulate hunting adjacent to
Montana de Oro State Park fo minimize any impacts on
Stafe Park System resouirces.

56 Resource Elemant

« Wildlife Requiring Special
Management Consideration

Nine federal or state-listed rare, threatened, or
endangered animal species may occur in Montana
de Oro State Park or may frequent the vicinity.
These species include the Morro Bay kangaroo rat,
American peregrine falcon, bald eagle, California
least tern, least Bell’s vireo, California black rail,
California clapper rail, and possibly the southern
rubber boa. Three additional listed species may be
observed from the unit - the brown pelican, the
southern sea otter, and the gray whale.

Many animal species of special concern occur within
Montana de Oro State Park. These species are of
concern to the California Department of Fish and
Game due to a statewide reduction in breeding
populations, suitable habitat, or other threats to the
populations. Other species are of special scientific,
interpretive, or educational interest. Some of these
species are the Morro shoulderband snail, Morro
blue butterfly, monarch butterfly, northern harrier,
osprey, burrowing owl, snowy plover, willow
flycatcher, and yellow warbler. More species of
special concern may be observed from the unit,
including the common loon, double-crested cormo-
rant, California gull, and elegant tern.

Polley: Specific management programs shall be developed
when appropriate for animal species that are rare, threat-
ened, endangered, or of special concern. Necessary and
suitable habitat, where it exists, shall be perpetuated. Pro-
grams or projects undertaken at Montana de Oro State Park
shall be planned and designed so that animal life requiring
special management consideration will not be adversely af-
fected. Resourcemanagement actions shall focus on natural
processes, in recognition that natural processes are mutu-
ally beneficial to all important resources.
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« Morro Bay Kangaroo Rat

The Morro Bay kangaroo rat (Dipodomys heermani
morroensis) is listed as an endangered mammal by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the California
Department of Fish and Game, and is also listed in
the International Red Data Book for mammals. This
unique subspecies occurs within a restricted range
on the south side of Morro Bay, and the survival of
the species is endangered by continuing modifica-
tion and destruction of its habitat. The population
has been reduced to fewer than 350 individuals
occupying several small isolated areas of suitable
habitat. The original range has decreased, due to
urban development or natural plant succession,
resulting in mature coastal scrub vegetation too
dense and closed for suitable kangaroo rat habitat.
The Morro Bay kangaroo rat requires open, sandy
areas beneath low coastal scrub vegetation. The
mature scrub provides fewer den sites, fewer food
plant species, and impedes their leaping mode of
escape from predators. Feral house cats from nearby
urban developments exert pressure on the remnant
kangaroo rat populations, and human disturbance,
such as burrow destruction through foot, equestrian,
off-road vehicle, and road traffic, is yet another
threat to its survival.

Recovery efforts for the Morro Bay kangaroo rat
have been conducted by the department, the Fish
and Wildlife Service, and state Fish and Game.
These efforts include the development of the Morro
Bay Kangaroo Rat Recovery Plan, the establishment
of the Morro Dunes Ecological Reserve, habitat
rehabilitation activities, such as hand-clearing and
controlled burning of the mature coastal scrub, and
the initiation of a captive breeding program to
produce animals for reintroduction into areas of
rehabilitated habitat within their former range.

Habitat rehabilitation activities have been conducted
south of the sandspit and adjacent to Morro Dunes
Ecological Reserve in Montana de Oro State Park. An
area on the bluff between Hazard Canyon and
Spooner Cove, the Hazard Area, has been proposed as
a site for habitat rehabilitation and reintroduction of
the Morro Bay kangaroo rat.

Habitat
Restoration
Project

This area is crucial to the survival of the
endangared Morro Bay Kangaroo Rat. Fifty yaars
ago, Kangarco Rats occurred throughout the
southern Morro Bay region. Today, only a few
populations remain, primarily as a result of
habitat loas.

A habitat management program is undarway in
this area to improve conditions and restore
Kangaroo Rat populations. This is an interagency
project Involving the Callfornia Department of
Parks and Recreation, Departmant of Fish and
Garme, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

@ >

Efforts to rehabilitate habitat and reintraduce the Morro Bay kangaroo
rat will continue in coaperation with the LS. Fish and Wildlife Service
and the California Department of Fish and Game.

Policy: The department shall work with the U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service and the California Departiment of Fish and
Game to implement the Morro Bay Kangaroo Rat Recovery
Plan, including acquisition and protection of kangaroo rat
habitat, habitat rehabilitation, and the captive breeding
program. The department shall conduct a thorough survey
of potential kangaroo rat habitat within the unit fo assess ifs
suitability for possible reintroduction sites. Thedepartment
shall support research investigating the specific habitat
requirements, population dynamics, mortality factors, ecol-
0gy, and behavior of the Morro Bay kangaroo rat — informa-
tion required to ensure proper management of this subspe-
cles and its habitat.
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+ California
Least Tern

Listed as an endangered
bird by both the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Califor-
nia Department of Fish
and Game, the Califor-
nia least tern (Sterna
albifrons browni) is a rare
and special bird in the
Morro Bay area. Once
populating breeding
grounds on beach sites
from Monterey Bay
south to Baja California,
the California least termm _.
now nests at only 25
sites between San
Francisco Bay and the
Mexican border, most of
these threatened by
building developments
and human activities.
The California least tern
is facing extinction due
to the continuing
destruction of feeding
and nesting habitats,
and human disturbance.

These graceful little
birds nest from late May
through August in loose
colonies that cannot
withstand much distur-
bance. Nesting habitat
requirements include
relatively flat areas of
sand or dried mud with
little or no vegetation for
nest sites, and a body of
shallow water with a
good supply of small fish
nearby. A nest has been
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observed on the north-
ern end of the Morro Bay
sandspit, and Morro Bay
is a possible feeding area
for breeding and
nonbreeding adult birds.

Policy: The department
shall survey appropriate
areas for California least
tern nest sites. If nests are
found, information on the
least tern and cautions
against disturbing the nest-
ing birds shall be posted. If
deemed warranted and nec-
essary, vehicle and horse
traffic shall be restricted to
the beach below the high
tide line, leaving the sensi-
tive areas of soft sand un-
disturbed. Dog leash laws
shall be strictly enforced.
The department shall coop-
eratewith the U1.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service and the
California Department of
Fish and Game in their ef-
forts to restore and enhance
degraded California least
tern habitat and to induce
colonization of new areas.

» WMorro
Shoulderband
Snail

The Morro shoulder-
band snail,
Helminthoglypta
walkeriana, is a land
mollusk that occurs
only in the sand dunes
in the immediate
vicinity of the southern
tip of Morro Bay.
Restricted to the
stabilized, vegetated,
Flandrian-age dunes,
the Morro shoulder-
band snail is found in
close association with
the distinct vegetation
found growing in these
sandy soils. Mock
heather is a preferred
plant species. The
snails take shelter
around the roots and
the moist duff that
accumulates beneath
the plants.

The Morro shoulder-
band snail is threatened
with extinction because
of habitat destruction
due to urban develop-
ment throughout its
very restricted range,
and vehicle traffic
within its relatively
protected habitat in
Montana de Oro State
Park. Where the snail
survives, its numbers
may be limited because
the mature dune scrub
vegetation provides
inferior food and cover.

The range of the Morro
shoulderband snail
coincides with Morro
Bay kangaroo rat
habitat. Although both
species would benefit
from brush renewal,
prescribed burning
destroys the snails that
may be in the burn area.
To limit the impact of
brush-clearing activities
on the snail population,
burns should be of
limited size, the burn
pattern should create
the maximum amount
of edge, and the burns
should be infrequent
enough to allow the
burned-over area to
revegetate and to give
the snails a chance to
migrate to the new area
before the adjacent
vegetation is burned.

Policy: Management of
lands constituting the
habitat of the Morro shoul-
derband snail shall provide
for the protection of the
species and the enhance-
ment of its habitat. All ac-
tions shall be coordinated
with the management of the
Morro Bay kangaroo rat.
Thedepartment shall main-
tain cooperation and coor-
dination with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and
the California Department
of Fish and Game to pro-
mote the perpetuation of the
Morro shoulderband snail
at Montana de Oro State
Park.
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« Monarch
Butterily

Well known for its
attractive coloration
and migratory habits,
the monarch butterfly is
of great scientific and
interpretive interest.
One of the two popula-
tions of monarchs in
North America migrates
annually south through
the Pacific states to a
limited number of
overwintering sites
along the California
coast. Monarch butter-
flies are attracted to
groves of eucalyptus
trees in Montana de Oro
State Park where they
can find roost sites
protected from the
elements, and a source
of water and a ready
supply of nectar. The
monarch butterflies,
however, evolved with
native vegetation and
existed in California
before the introduction
of eucalyptus.

With a nearly world-
wide distribution, the
monarch butterfly is not
in danger of extinction
as a species, but the
North American
populations are very
vulnerable due to their
overwintering strategy
of congregating in large
flocks in small areas.
Because the phenome-
non of the North

American migration
could be lost in the near
future, the conservation
of monarch butterfly
overwintering sites has
been designated as a
top priority of the
International Union for
the Conservation of
Nature and Natural
Resources, and the
monarch butterfly is
listed on the interna-
tional treaty known as
the Convention on the
Conservation of Migra-
tory Species of Wild
Animals.

The nonnative eucalyp-
tus groves in the unit are
proposed for removal.
Temporary protection of
groups of trees heavily
used by monarch butter-
flies, gradual removal of
eucalyptus, and revege-
tation with native trees
may allow these unique
creatures to gradually
relocate to the native

trees or to establish new
overwintering roost
sites.

Roosting sites of the
monarch butterflies
in the park will

be protected.

Policy: The eucalyptus
groves shall be surveyed
during the winfer roosting
season of the monarch but-
terfly. Heavily used groves
shall be identified and tem-
porarily protected until the
butterflies have relocated to
established native vegefa-
tion. The department shall
support research into the
ecology of themonarch but-
ferfly. A resource manage-
ment plan shall be devel-
oped and implemented to
promote the perpetuation of
the monarch butterfly re-
source at Montana de Oro
State Parkand to effectively
interpret the unigue behay-
ior of this interesting in-
sect.

Resource Elsment 59



Resource Element

+ Feral Animal
Control

To achieve a natural
wildlife population in
the park, adverse
influences by feral
animals or uncontrolled
domestic animals (cats,
dogs, and pigs in
particular) must be
controlled or eradi-
cated. Cats and dogs
can seriously threaten
wildlife, a visitor’'s
experience can be
disturbed by the sight
or intimidating action of__
astray dog, and wild
pigs can cause consider-
able environmental
damage with their
rooting activities in
moist areas, Feral cats
released into Montana
de Oro State Park or
escaped from nearby
urban development are
a particular problem.
Evidence of wild pig
activities has been
found in the more
remote, eastern portions
of the unit.
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Policy: It shall be the pol-
icy of the department to
strictly enforce department
rules and regulations re-
garding feral animals or
uncontrolled domestic ani-
mals in Montana de Oro
State Park. Feral cats shall
be removed as humanely as
possible, and a continuing
program of population
management shall be de-
signed and implemented.
An interpretivefeduca-
tional program shall be de-
veloped focusing on the do-
mestic cat as an unnatural
part of the ecosystem and as
a danger fo native wildlife
due to predation and com-
petition for resources. To
restore native ecosystems
and prevent widespread
damage, a feral pig manage-
ment program shall be de-
veloped and implemented.
Monitoring, control, or
eradication of feral pigs
shall beimportant elements
of this plan.

« Vector Control

Rodents, as well as
other animals, can
transmit diseases or
support parasites
capable of transmitting
certain diseases to
humans. The probabil-
ity of most diseases
reaching epizootic
levels (disease levels in
animals that resemble

" epidemic levels in

humans), and becoming
a possible health hazard
to humans is in many
cases related directly to
overpopulation of the
animal host. Asanimal
populations become
crowded, the possibility
of diseases increases.
Population increases in
ground squirrels have
been noted in this area,
and raccoons foraging
in the campgrounds can
come in contact with
visitors. A species of
tick, Ixodes pacificus,
identified on the Coon
Creek Trail in Montana
de Oro State Park, has
been implicated in the
transmission of Lyme
disease, a potentially
fatal human disease.

Poiicy: Thepopulations of
animals that are important
vectors of disease, such as
ground squirrels and rac-
coons, shall be visually
monitored by field person-
nel while pursuing their
regular duties. If signifi-
cant increases in animal ob-
servations are reported in
any particular area, a pub-
lic health officer shall be
consulfed. Should epizo-
otic levels of disease, in-
cluding the presence of
Lyme disease, be found in
areas frequented by the
public, population confrol
and public information
measures shall be carried
out as necessary for public

safety.




Resource Element

« Archeological
Resources

Many archeological
resources are known to
exist at Montana de Oro
State Park. There may
be other such resources
concealed by vegetation
or located in unsur-
veyed areas. Itis
possible that future dis-
turbances, natural or
cultural, will uncover
such rescurces.

Policy: In the event that a
new archeological diseov-
ery is made at Montana de
Oro State Park, the inci-
dent shall immediately be
reported to the appropriate
department staff person
who will determine the va-
lidity and significance of
the discovery and will rec-
ommend appropriate pro-
tective or stabilization ac-
tion. Specific management
programs shall be devel-
oped when significant cul-
tural resources are threat-
ened, endangered, or of spe-
cial concern,

G .

-

The midden on top

of Little Morro Rock in Spooner

is rapidly eroding due to frequent visitor access.

Cove
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« Little Morro Rock
Archeological

Site

Thereisa 15 by 20
meter midden on top of
“Little Morro Rock” in
Spooner Cove that is
rapidly eroding due to
frequent visitor access.
Trampling and loss of
vegetation have re-
sulted in site deflation,
perimeter erosion, and
major blowouts. This
site, SLO-497, appears
to be exceptionally rich
in fish bone, shell
fragments, and lithic
material.

Pollcy: Site SLO-497 on
top of “Little Morro Rock”
in Spooner Cove shall be
stabilized and protected
from further human-
caused erosion. A testexca-
vation shall be conducted to
determine the antiquity,
significance, and integrity
of the site. Full-scale exca-
vation of the site may be
conducted if it is deter-
mined that excavationis the
only means to protect the
artifacts and the site infor-
mation.
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« Artifact
Curation

The prehistoric archeol-
ogical sites around
Spooner Cove are
among the richest and
potentially most signifi-
cant sites along the
central California coast.
Site SLO-1 on the
terrace north of Spooner
Cove is certainly the
largest and most
significant Northern
Chumash village site in
the park and may be the
best preserved village
site on the entire Pecho
coast. The terraces are
often crossed by day-
use visitors and by
visitors from the nearby
campground. Artifacts
are regularly exposed
on the surface due to
rodent activity and rain.
There are collections
from these sites located
in the Spooner ranch
house in the park.

Policy: A plan for the cu-
ration and management of
artifacts from the archeol-
ogical sites near Spooner
Cove shall be developed and
implemented. Trails and
parking areas located on
archeological site SLO-1
shall be closed and relo-
cated, or a plan for mitigat-
ing the negativeimpacts re-
sulting from continued fa-
cility use shall be developed
and implemented.

» Sand Dunes
Archeological

Sites

There are 30 prehistoric
archeological sites in
the sand dunes between
Islay Creek and Morro
Rock. Almost all of
these sites are in
Montana de Oro State
Park. Some of these
sites are large enough,
with dense shell con-
centrations, to be seen
in aerial photographs.
Many of these sites
need o be better

mapped, photographed,
and recorded.

Palicy: A resource man-
agement project shall be
undertaken to monitor,
evaluate, and update rec-
ords for the archeological
sites on the Morro Bay

" sandspit. These sites and

others in the dune system
south to Islay Creek shall be
nominated to the National
Register of Historic Places
as an archeological district.

+ Campfire Center

The Montana de Oro
campfire center is built
on archeological site
SLO-496. No testing of
the site or mitigation of
impacts to the site were
conducted in associa-
tion with the campfire
center construction.

Policy: The Islay Creek
campfire center may re-
maininits presentlocation.
However, any expansion or
removal of facilities or
maintenance work involv-
ing disturbance of soil be- -
low the surfacemust bepre-
ceded by testing of archeol-
ogical site SLO-496. Test-
ing shall be sufficient to de-
fermine mitigation meas-
ures to protect thesite. The
mitigation design shall be
implemented concurrently
with work on the campfire
center,
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« Archeological Investigations |

Like archeological resources in general, those found in Montana de Oro State
Park are nonrenewable resources relating to California’s past. They contain
information necessary to reconstruct the complex mosaic of past cultures in our
state covering many millennia. [t is department policy to preserve such re-
sources in place whenever possible. It is also important for the department to
have as much data as possible on record about the resources it is charged to
protect and to present this information to the public as accurately as possible.

Policy: When land uses, facility development, or natural causes, such as erosion, create
ongoing or unavoidable impacts toarcheological sites, and where it is necessary to know more
about the nature of the archeological deposits, the department shall study these sites in an
effort to preserve their heritage values. Such studies shall assess age, cultural affiliation,
artifact content, and significant attributes of these sites. This information shall be used to
guide preservation, management, and interpretive actions. The department shall take
appropriate stabilization or protective measures fo ensure against the inadvertent loss of
heritage values af threatened sites.

The 30 prehistoric
archeological sites in the
sand dunes between Islay
Creek and Morro Rock
have recently been
nominated to the National
Register of Flistoric Places
as an archeological district.

Resource Element
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» Spooner Ranch
House

The Spooner ranch
house is a good ex-
ample of adaptive rural
vernacular architecture
characteristic of turn of
the century farm life.
The structure is now
used as a visitor center.

Pollcy: Theexterior of the
Spooner ranch house shall
be maintained as it ap-
peared during the early
1900s. The interior of the
house may be adapted for
State Park System use. The
original sense of space and
usage of the main room of
the house shall not be com-
promised.
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» Historic Features

There are many historic
features associated with
the Spooner occupation.
Some of these features
do not appear to have
interpretive or historic
value beyond the infor-
mation that can be
preserved by detailed
recording, Other
features, such as the
warehouse-tunnel-
wharf complex on the
south side of Spooner
Cove, appear to have
some historic signifi-
cance and interpretive
potental.

Policy: The warehouse-
tunnel-wharf remgins on
the south side of Spooner
Cove shall not be removed.

The exterior of the Spooner
ranch house is to be main-
tained as it appeared during
the early 1900s; the interior
will be adapted for useas a

visitor center.

« Islay Creek Barn

The wood-frame barn
on Islay Creek at the
eastern end of the park
has some historical and
esthetic values that may
remind visitors of the
rural, rustic, independ-
ent pastoral history of
this former ranch.

Policy: The department
shallmaintainand repairas
necessary the wood-frame
barn associated with the
ranching period before pub-
lic ownership. The barn
may be adapted for recrea-
tional use. If the barn be-
comes structurally unsafe,
it shall be removed.
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Views of the open
coastal terraces in the
» Natural Landscape park will be

maintained,

Scenic quality in Montana de Oro State Park is derived from its rugged topogra-
phy, diverse vegetation, and abundant wildlife. Human-made structures and fa-
cilities encroach on the natural landscape and detract from the scenic features in
the unit. Overhead power lines along the coastal terraces, park residence trailers,
and maintenance facilities in Islay Creek Campground exemplify negative
esthetic features.

Pollcy: Management of Montana de Oro State Park shall be directed toward the
maintenance of the natural landscape and a reduction or elimination of human-made intru-
sions. Residence structures and maintenance facilities shall be located in areas of low visi-
bility. The department shall work to reroute or underground ufility lines that currently
traverse Montana de Oro State Park.
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Wilderness

Reasocurce Element

In a 1978 report to the
governor and Legisla-
ture, the Resources
Agency identified the
Coon Creek/Islay
Creek Roadless Areain
Montana de Oro State
Park as a potential wil-
derness area under the
provisions of the
California Wilderness
Act. According to the
act, “A wilderness area,
in contrast to those
areas where man and
his works dominate the
landscape, is an area
where the earth and its
community of life are
untrammeled by man,
where man is a visitor
who does not remain.”
The Coon Creek water-
shed and portions of the
Islay Creek watershed
in the park meet this
definition of wilderness.
The roadless area totals
4,677 acres.

The Coon Creek water-
shed is very rugged.
Views from the trail,
which parallels the
creek, reveal a pristine
landscape. The steep
north-facing slopes are
densely vegetated with
an impenetrable shrub
layer. Bishop pines are
common on these
slopes; the trees are
surrounded by the
dense shrubs. The
canyon bottom is
densely vegetated with
willows, which form a
complete canopy over

the stream in many
areas. The perennial
stream supports an
annual run of steelhead.
The north-facing slopes
support coastal sage
scrub vegetation. There
is virtually no sign of
the works of humans in
this area; it has retained
its primeval character.

The upper Islay Creek
watershed in the park is
similar to Coon Creek
except that Bishop pines
are absent from the
north-facing slopes and
a road traverses the
canyon bottom, provid-
ing access for depart-
ment vehicles and for
private landowners
with property in the

- upper watershed

outside the park.

Although the Coon
Creek/islay Creek
roadless area is not offi-
cially designated as a
wilderness, it is being
managed in 2 manner
consistent with the
perpetuation of its
wilderness character.
The area is a significant
recreation resource,
providing the public
with opportunities for
solitude, backcountry
camping, and long-
distance hikes over
nearly pristine terrain.
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The Coon Creek watershed: wild and untrammeled.

Policy: Thedepartment shall continue fo manage the Coon
CreekfIslay Creek roadless area in a manner consistent with
long-term perpetuation of its wilderness character, while
providing the public with opportunities for wilderness-like
experiences.
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Intensity

Resource Elemant

The California Public Resources Code, Section 5019.5, requires that a land
carrying capacity survey be made before the preparation of any development
plan for any state park or state recreation area. Section 5001.96 further requires
that attendance be held within limits so established. Allowable use intensity is a
refinement of the land carrying capacity concept and is prepared as part of the
Resource Element of the general plan in partial fulfillment of the above code
sections.

Allowable use intensity is just one of several factors considered in developing
the Land Use Element of the general plan. Other factors that may also be consid-
ered in determining land use for any unit of the State Park System are classifica-
tion and purpose, recreation needs, design considerations, and social carrying
capacity, or the desired quality of the recreation experience.

Allowable use intensity determinations establish the limits of development and
use an area can sustain without an unacceptable degree of deterioration in the
character and value of the scenic, natural, and cultural resources. Determina-
tions are based on analysis and integration of resource management and protec-
tion objectives, resource constraints, and resource sensitivities information.

Resource management objectives are defined by the Public Resources Code and
other law, unit classifications, and declarations of purpose, and by specific decla-
rations of resource management policy presented in this Resource Element.

Resource constraints are factors that would make visitor use or facility develop-
ment unsafe, economically impractical, or undesirable. They are determined by
evaluating such factors as erodibility and compaction potential of soils, geologic
hazards, slope stability and relief, hydrologic conditions, potential for pollution
of surface waters, and flooding,.

Sensitivities are conditions, locations, or values of resources that warrant re-
stricted use or development to protect resources. Sensitivities are evaluated by
considering such factors as the ability of the ecosystem to withstand human im-
pact (ecological sensitivity), not only in the short term but also over a more ex-
tended time span; the fragility and significance of archeological and historical
resources; vegetation characteristics such as durability, fragility, and regenera-
tion rates; and wildlife considerations such as population levels, stability, and
tolerance to human activity. Sensitivities may also include scenic resources; rare,
threatened, or endangered plants, animals, and habitats; unique or scientifically
important botanic features; and other resources of regional or statewide signifi-
cance,

Based on the preceding factors, allowable use intensities for the lands of Montana
de Oro State Park were determined and are shown on the allowable use intensity
map. Four use intensity categories have been developed: very low, low, moder-
ate, and high.
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Allowable Use Intensity Zones

The very low-Intensity
use ZONne encompasses
areas of high resource
sensitivity. This zone
includes the roadless/
primitive area (pro-
posed wilderness area),
the Morro Bay sandspit,
and Morro Bay kanga-
roo habitat. Appropri-
ate facilities include
trail camps in the
roadless/primitive area
and hiking and eques-
trian trails.

The low-Intensity use
zone is quife extensive.,
Constraints in the low-
intensity use zone in-
clude slopes over 25%
and unstable to margin-
ally stable dunes; sensi-
tivities include habitat
for the endangered
Morro Bay kangaroo rat
(in part), geographic
landmarks (including
peaks and ridgelines),
and rare or endangered
plant habitat. Appro-
priate facilities in this
zone are limited to
existing roads, and
trails, trail camps, and
new roads placed to
avoid the most sensitive
resources.

The moderate-inten- .
sity use zone includes
slopes of 16 to 25%,
coastal terrace grass-
lands, ridgetops, and
coastal beaches. Appro-
priate facilities in this
zone include trails,
roads, and primitive
picnic and camp sites.

The high-intensity use
zone includes sites of
existing facilities and
other gently sloping to
flat areas without
important constraints or
sensitivities. Appropri-
ate facilities in this zone
include campgrounds
and picnic and parking
areas.
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Land Use Element

I-Eelerr'us:nt of the general plan addresses
current and proposed land use at Montana de Oro
State Park. Reflecting the department’s dual mis-
sion, the land use goal is to protect important park
resources, while providing for recreational use and
development.

A Tand use plan defines the pattern for the fabric of
human activity in a given area. It establishes the
character of a place by determining what happens,
where it happens, and to what degree it happens. It
defines routes of travel and use areas, as well as
nonuse areas free from human change. It controls
use and development and arranges park activities
and elements so visitors may have the opportunity
to enjoy the recreational, educational, and spiritual
experiences the park has to offer.

Montana de Oro is capable of providing diverse and
quality recreational and educational opportunities.
The Land Use Element determines appropriate
means of providing these opportunities. It analyzes
existing land use, conditions, and the opportunities
and constraints of the park’s resources, classifies
lands for protection or development, and identifies
areas of potential acquisition. The land use propos-
als take into consideration regional recreational
needs based on the department’s projections (see
Introduction - Regional Recreation Needs and
Deficiencies) and the expressed interests and
concerns of the public and other agencies. The
suitability of the resources for accommodating
recreational uses and development is reflected in the
Allowable Use Intensity Map of the Resource
Element as well as in the resource management
policies.
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Land Use Goals

The following two
general goals are in-
tended to maximize
visitor enjoyment of the
park’s resources.
Detailed concepts will
be discussed further on.

Quality park experi-
ences is the first general
goal. Within the
objectives of the plan,
“quality of park experi-
ence” is the most
important consideration
for park visitors. For
individual visitors,
enjoyment of their own
chosen interests will
determine their satisfac-
tion with the unitas a
whole. For this reason,
selection, location,
density, and intensity of
recreation activities are
critical.

Opportunities should
be made available for
people to enjoy individ-
ual outdoor experiences
in the types of environ-
ment best suited to
individual needs and
values, or “the right
thing in the right
place,” without the
negative influences of
undesirable activities.

74 Land Use Elsment

Land use concepts
directed toward attain-
ment of quality experi-
ences and protection of
individual values
include:

1. Separation of in-
compatible uses.

2. Enforcement of
rules and regulations
designed to maintain a
high-quality experience
for visitors.

3. Constant monitor-
ing of activities and
uses and adjustments to
land use patterns as
may be necessary to
gain maximum enjoy-
ment of the resources
for the greatest number
of people, within the
stated resource preser-
vation objectives and
policies.

Diversified park
experiences is the
second general goal.
Opportunities for
recreation need to be
diverse because
people’s values and
needs vary greatly. A
pleasant outdoor
experience for one
person may be some-
thing entirely different
for another. The park
cannot be all things to .
all people. However,
Montana de Oro State
Park can provide for
differing needs and
interests and can allow
people to act freely
within it, as long as
land uses remain com-
patible with each other,
the resources, environ-
ment, and the purposes
of the park and the State
Park System.
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Existing Land Use Conditions and
Assumptions

The land use considerations discussed in the follow-
ing sections outline the process by which land use
decisions were made. The logic of planning deci-
sions can be traced from initial assumptions, existing
physical conditions, and planning issues through the
alternative land use and facility plans to the chosen
objectives and proposed concepts for actual land use
and development.

Recreation Values

« Montana de Oro, its shoreline, coastal terraces,
and high peaks and ridges are highly scenic.

e Because of their rugged character, dense vegeta-
tion, and/or steep slopes and limited roads, the
upper Coon and Islay canyons are largely wild and
untrammeled.

o The open, undeveloped character of the coastal
terraces is a significant value, particularly when
found next to rapidly growing coastal residential
communities.

» The quiet beauty and natural character of the
park are primary values.

» The six miles of coastline provide numerous op-
portunities for beach and water-related recreation
activities.

e Hazard Reef extends from Montana de Oro
southward to Point Buchon and is noted as one of
California’s most significant underwater resource
areas.

¢ Montana de Oro is the southernmost part of
Morto Bay, one of California’s major recreation des-
tination areas providing a diversity of recreation op-
portunities of state, regional, and local interest.

e Montana de Oro lies north of extensive undevel-
oped federal and private lands, which may offer ad-
ditional recreational opportunities for beach access,
back-country camping, and long-distance hiking.

¢ The California Coastal Trail may one day link
up through Montana de Oro State Park.
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Recreation Use

e Other than the primitive campground at Islay
Creek, no formal pubiic recreational facilities have
been constructed at the park.

 Popular recreation activities at the unit include
camping, hiking/walking, horseback riding, fishing,
surfing, skin/ scuba diving, mountain biking, swim-
ming, nature observation, sunning, and picnicking.
Hang-gliding and educational study (Camp KEEP)
are allowed by special event permit.

e Most recreation activity is beach or water-ori-
ented. Use is heaviest where the beach is most
accessible from the road or parking area.

e  Atpeak use periods;the campground is full and
turns away visitors.

» Numerous undesignated areas along Pecho
Valley Road are used for parking. In some cases, the
extent of parking creates hazardous conditions on
the road for both drivers and pedestrians.

* Many use areas at the park are substandard;
some have been damaged by unplanned and
uncontrolled use.

* Use of the trails by different user groups (hikers,
horse riders, and mountain bikers) has led to trail
erosion and conflicts between users.

+ The current low level of recreational develop-
ment is not adequate to meet existing recreation use.

¢ The environmental education camp (Camp
KEEP) is a popular and well utilized program
operated by Kern County primarily for Kern County
school children who, for safety and security reasons,
require an area relatively isolated or physically
separated from other park visitors.
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Physical Factors

» The park staff has little control over public
access into the park. Pecho Valley Road, the only
park access, is a county-owned road for three of its
five miles within the park. Present ownership of the
Field Ranch includes an access easement over the
park-owned portion of Pecho Valley Road. Army
Road, which provides the only vehicular access to
the Morro Bay sandspit from Pecho Valley Road, is
not entirely within the park’s boundaries or the
department’s control.

e The primary use season (April through October)
coincides with the year’s warmer months, when
people are drawn to beach and water-oriented rec-
reation.

e The primary beach resource of Montana de Oro
is located north of the mouth of Hazard Canyon.

e Spooner Cove, at the mouth of Islay Canyon, is
the only location in the park where beach level
vehicular access to the water is possible, owing to to-
pography, steep bluffs, or high sand dunes.

e Development opportunities near the water are
limited due to physical constraints, lack of flat land,
and sensitive resources.

¢ With the exception of the Hazard Canyon horse
area and the South Hazard Canyon area, there is
virtually no flat land in the park’s narrow canyons
suitable for new development due to the steep
slopes and poor accessibility.

+ In general, new vehicular access or recreation
development near the beach or in the canyons will
be extremely difficult, expensive, and environmen-
tally damaging.
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¢ Due to physical limitations, resource sensitivi-
ties, and lack of developable flat land, only two
areas in addition to existing use areas are suitable
for intensive recreation development. One of these
areas, near Coon Creek, has no accessible beach
resource; the other is accessible to the beach near the
mouth of Hazard Canyon.

* For these reasons, certain recreation develop-
ment will not generally be feasible (for example,
large-scale campgrounds, boat-launch areas, and
beachfront camping).

* Most existing use areas of the park have no
developed water supply; fresh water sources are
scarce along the coast.

¢ Trail erosion, due to steep slopes and highly
erodible soils, is exacerbated by mountain bike and
equestrian use.

» Considering the physical limitations and sensi-
tivity of the resources at Montana de Oro, the
capacity of the land for human recreation use is
relatively low.

» Considering the park’s proximity to the diverse
recreation facilities and opportunities available
elsewhere in the Morro Bay-Baywood Park-Los Osos
area, some recreation activities do not need to be
provided within the park.

* Residential development is encroaching on the
unit from the north; homes are located within 500
feet of the park’s boundary.

Transportation and Circulation

Origin of Montana de Oro Visitors

— About one-third of the park’s day-use
visitors are local (San Luis Obispo County)
residents or come from the Central Vailey.

— For camping, about one-third of the visitors
come from the Cenfral Valley, one-third from
southern California, and another third from
other areas.

— Montana de Oro is within a two to three-
hour travel zone of the Los Angeles-Santa
Barbara area and three to four hours from the
San Francisco Bay Area.

Means of travel to Montana de Oro

— Nearly all visitors (98%) arrive by auto or
recreation vehicle. Less than 2% of visitors come
by foot, bicycle, bus, or horse.

— Public transportation is limited in the
Baywood/Los Osos area. San Luis Obispo is the
nearest commercial bus line stop. The local
public transit system’s nearest stop, on Los Osos
Valley Road, is two miles from the park en-
trance.

~— Currently there are no regional or local trails
to the park, although San Luis Obispo County’s
new recreation plan designates proposed trail
corridor connections to the park.

Routes of vehicle access to Montana de Oro

— Pecho Valley Road (connecting with Los
Osos Valley Road one-half mile north) is the
only vehicular access route into the park.

— Major vehicle access to Pecho Valley Road is
via South Bay Boulevard to Los Osos Valley
Road from Highway 1 at Morro Bay, five miles
from the park, or via Los Osos Valley Road from
San Luis Obispo and Highway 101, 12 miles
east.

— New development at the park may generate
increased traffic on access roads.
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Means of travel at Montana de Oro

— One two-lane county road, Pecho Valley
Road, traverses the length of the park. Access to
all use areas is via this road. Beyond Spooner
ranch house, the road is park-owned to the
south park boundary where it becomes a private
access road through the Field Ranch.

— Access to the Hazard Canyon Horse Camp
from Pecho Valley Road is via a steep, narrow,
one-lane dirt road.

— For some visitors, traveling within the unit
is the most valued part of their recreation
experience; these visitors may hike or ride
bicycles or horses.

— Owing to resource and physical constraints,
many areas of the park are inaccessible except
by foot or horse.

— There are about 26 miles of riding and /or
hiking trails within the park.

— Horses and mountain bikes are not permit-
ted off designated trails.

— Off-highway vehicle use is not permitted at
the park.

— There are no state-provided transportation
services such as trams or ferries.

Land Use Element

Planning Issues and Alternatives

An analysis of existing conditions and park re-
sources along with results of a user survey distrib-
uted at the park allowed the planning team to
identify many problems and planning issues at
Montana de Oro State Park. The diverse concerns
expressed in letters, interviews, user surveys, and
the first public workshop resulted in the develop-
ment of two alternative plans for recreation use at
the park.

Alternative A called for minimal development,
enhancement of some existing facilities, and mainte-
nance of the park’s undeveloped character. Alterna-
tive B called for a higher level of recreation develop-
ment. (Plans A and B are shown in Appendix A.)

The two alternative plans were presented at the
second public workshop where the plans were
discussed and commented on. Participants were
divided into small groups and were instructed to
evaluate the plans and prepare their own single plan
{on which the group could agree) that resolved the
issues concerning the group. The plans developed
by the workgroups served as important tools in
helping the planning team assess the major issues,
the areas of consensus, and the various trade-offs
that would have to be reconciled in the development
of a final plan.

Public evaluation of the alternatives identified the
following significant issues and areas of general
agreement:
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Areas of General Agreement

* Montana de Oro is environmentally sensitive
and should not be damaged by overdevelopment.

* The natural and quiet character of the landscape
is an important recreation value.

* Recreation uses and facilities that are not
damaging to existing envirorunental values are
appropriate, such as riding and hiking trails, beach
use, interpretive facilities, scenic overlooks, and pic-
nicking,.

* Eliminating park access from Army Road isa
high priority to control off-highway vehicle activity
in the area and restore Morro Bay kangaroo rat
habitat. —

* Enhancement of the existing campground is
preferred to expansion in order to improve its
appearance as well as bring it up to standards justi-
fied by its use.

* The State Coastal Trail should be extended
through the park and south through private prop-

erty.

* Existing informal day-use areas should be
improved to make them safe and bring them up to
standards justified by their use, but they should not
be “overimproved.”

* The existing trail system needs better mainte-
nance. ‘

* The Islay Creek barn should remain, if feasible,
for use as a trail rest area.

* Acquisition of the
Field Ranch as an
addition to Montana de
Oro State Park would
preserve significant
landscape and resource
values as well as pro-
vide additional recrea-
tion opportunities.

» Camp KEEPisa
worthwhile program
that should become a
permanent facility in
the park with more
opportunities for use by
the public.

e Certain uses and
activities (picnicking,
hang-gliding} can be
appropriate with
adequate location,
design, and control.

* The existing ranger

residences are unsightly
and should be screened

or relocated.

» Obtaining owner-
ship of Pecho Valley
Road from the county
would be an important
first step in controlling
park use and traffic,
making safety improve-
ments, and providing
bicycle access through
the park.

Significant Land
Use and Facilities
Issues

* Locationand
intensity of camping,

* Impacton the
resources of a new road
and parking area for the
sandspit.

¢ Impact of mountain
biking on trails, and
conflicts with other
users.
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Land Use
Objectives

80 Land Use Element

In response to the
recreation needs,
problems, and issues
identified at Montana
de Oro, a set of objec-
tives was formulated to
guide future land use
and development to
reach the land use goals
previously identified —
quality and diverse
park experiences.

Preserve the integrity and natural beauty of
the park’s landscape.

Continue to provide opportunities for
diverse recreational uses of low to moderate
intensity.

Minimize environmental damage caused by
recreation use and development.

Solve operational problems and resource
damage related to uncontrolled vehicle
access to the park and illegal off-highway
vehicle use.

Upgrade the quality of existing recreation
use areas and solve physical problems in
these areas.

Increase overnight camping and day-use
picnicking to accommodate increasing
demand.

Link Montana de Oro with the State Coastal
Trail.

. Interpret the site’s significant cultural and

natural resources.

Monitor recreation use and periodically
reassess the ability of the resources to absorb
the use they are receiving, and adjust use as
necessary to adequately protect resource
values.




Land Use Element

Preservation of the integrity
and natural beauty of the
park’s landscape is a major
land use objective.

Land Use Element
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Land Use Recommendations

_ The general plan
calls for upgrad-
ing the quality of
existing
recreation areas
as well as adding
new camping and
picnicking areas
to satisfy
increasing
demand.

ter:

g2 Land Use Elemant

General Land Use

To preserve the Integrity and beauty of the
landscape and the park’s quiet primitive charac-

Maximize open space.

—Allow no new development on the coastal
terraces.

— Leave existing primitive roadless area,
upper canyons, peaks, and ridges undisturbed.
— Whenever possible, locate new development
adjacent to existing development or along
margins of scenic or open areas where existing
vegetation, landforms, or screening will mini-
mize visual impacts.

* Emphasize recrea-
tion uses that are
compatible with natural
values (generaily low
density, nonintensive,
low noise, and low
technology) such as
horseback riding and
hiking, camping,
picnicking, natural and
cultural interpretation,
sunning, surfing, and
skin/ scuba diving,.

» Protect archeologi~
cal and historical sites.

* Relocate or screen
the existing staff
residences.

» Classify the barrier
dune complex as a
natural preserve.

* Place new and
existing utility lines
underground.

e Control noise.
— [Isolate or buffer
noisy recreation
activities from other
users.
— Buffer sensitive
resources from
noisy recreation
activities.
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Facility
Development

To emphasize low-key
recreation use:

» Continue recreation
use at low to moderate
intensities.

* Upgradeand
enhance existing use
areas to accommodate
existing use.

* Provide low-
density camping and__
picnic facilities to ac-
commodate increased
demand.

* Designate the
park’s offshore lands as
an underwater park and
provide minimal
facilities for scuba
divers at Spooner Cove
(requires a long-term
lease on the lands from
the State Lands Com-
mission).

To protect the public
and the resources:

¢ Obtain ownership
of Pecho Valley Road
through the park and
develop a single con-
trolled park access point
through which all
visitors must pass for
access to any use area.

e Eliminate park
access from Army Road
and fence the park

boundary.

* Provide a park
office.

¢ Establish new
parking areas. Elimi-
nate the Army Road
parking area.

e Bring hazardous or
substandard roads, use
areas, trails, and facili-
ties up to standards
justified by their use.

To interpret the park’s
natural and cultural
resources:

* Adapt the ranch
house to serveasa
visitor center/park
office.

s Provide interpretive
panels at various
existing and proposed
park use areas.

¢ Encourage develop-
ment of an environ-
mental education
camp/center in a
permanent location in
the park.

The intent of many of the
plan’s land use proposals is
to minimize environmental
damage caused by recreation
use and development.
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Transportation
and Circulation

To encourage alterna-
tive modes of clrcula-
tion to and within the

park:

» Encourage local
transit systems to pro-
vide scheduled service
to the park when eco-
nomically feasible.

* Encourage local
government agencies to
plan and implement
hiking, bicycle, and
equestrian trail systems
connecting to the park.

* Develop new park
trails where necessary
to connect park use
areas.

-New trails, including a link in the State Coastal Trail, are

proposed by the plan.

84 Land Usa Element

¢ Enhance visitor use
of trails by proper trail
maintenance, the use of
sand ladders or ele-
vated boardwalks in
sensitive dune areas, or
special construction
where appropriate;
making trails accessible
for the disabled where
feasible; and separation
of conflicting trail use
by designating hiking,
riding, and biking trails.

* Provide a connec-
tion for the State
Coastal Trail through
the park.

To malntain recreation
densitles in baiance
with the functional
capacity of access
roads, avoid increas-
ing facilities where
access standards are
marginal:

+ Do not increase
recreation use at the
Hazard Canyon Horse
Camp until access
problemns are solved.

To minimize road
construction:

* Use existing roads
and trails where pos-
sible.

* Limit vehicular
access for beach parking
to three strategic loca-
tions: Spooner Cove,
Hazard Canyon, and
near the sandspit.

To emphasize low
impact/aesthetic design
criteria for roads:

¢ Design and site new
roads for minimum en-
virorumental impact and
visibility.

e Utilize existing road
alignments or trails for
new roads when pos-
sible.

» Use sensitive road
grading with revege-
tated cut and fill slopes.

¢ Emphasize views
from the road (except
where road visibility is
undesirable).

e Provide for inter-
pretive or scenic turn-
outs.
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Recreation
Activities

Under the general plan,
opportunities for
enjoying recreational
and educational experi-
ences will be provided
through the following
activities:

Bicycling
Nature/history study
Birdwatching
Photography
Camping (auto, trail,
horse}

Picnicking

. The plan will provide
Fis‘lung . continued opportunities for
Skin/scuba diving diverse recreational uses of
Hang-gliding' low to moderate intensity.
Swimming/sunning
Hiking

Surfing

Horseback riding
Environmental educa-
tion?

Jogging

! By speciakuse parmit,
? By special-use permit or
concession agreement,

Land Use Element 85



e

Land Use Element

86

Acquisition

' The following discus-
sion and any other
comments regarding
land acquisition are
intended for long-range
planning purposes only
and are not a commit-
ment to acquire. Al-
though it would be
desirable to provide
additional public lands
around Montana de Oro
to solve existing prob-
lems, to assure public
realization of the park’s
recreation potentials,
and to maintain the
integrity of the park’s
resources, the acquisi-
tion of these lands
depends on many
factors, including the
availability of funds
and the willingness of
the owner to sell.

Land Use Elesment

Direct Initial acquisi-
tion efforts toward
protection of values
already In public own-
ership, the department
should:

* Acquire county-
owned Army Road
right-of-way within the
park's boundaries in
order to eliminate
public vehicular access
for preventing addi-
tional resource damage
and restoring endan-
gered Morro Bay
kangaroo rat habitat.

* Acquire county-
owned Pecho Valley
Road within the park's
boundaries to solve
resource destruction
and operational prob-
lems related to uncon-
trolled vehicle access.

o Acquire the entire
watershed lands of
Coon, Islay, and Hazard
canyons for effective re-
source managernent
and viewshed protec-
tion. (Coon Creek lands
include those owned by
PG&E and BLM.)

s Acquire the Point
Buchon marine terrace
to protect the park’s
viewshed and the Haz-
ard Reef offshore
formation.

* Acquire undevel-
oped bayshore lands
between Shark Inlet and
the adjacent residential
area for habitat and
view-shed protection
and to solve problems
of vehicle trespass.

¢ Acquire undevel-
oped land in the vicin-
ity of Pecho Valley
Road and Army Road
that has been identified
as critical habitat for the
state and federally
listed endangered
Morro Bay kangaroo
rat.
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The coastal terraces of
the Field Ranch south of
Montana de Oro (Coon
Creek in middleground).

Direct secondary
acquisition efforts to
expansion for recrea-
tion development or
other purposes, the
department should:

* Obtain a trail right-
of-way easement ex-
tending from the park
to Port San Luis across
PG&E lands to com-
plete a necessary link in
the proposed California
Coastal Trail.

¢ Obtain loop trail
right-of-way /access
rights easemnents across
portions of the Field

Ranch from PG&E to
extend long-distance
and coastal hiking op-
portunities from the
park.

* Acquire any
remaining Field Ranch
properties {not required
for safety/security of
the nuclear power plant
or for intensive agricul-
tural use) to provide ad-
ditional nonintensive
recreational uses, such
as long-distance hiking
and back-country camp-
ing, and to protect re-
source values,

* Acquire private and
city-owned properties
at the tip of the Morro
Bay sandspit to round
out the park’s owner-
ship and provide com-
plete park control of
access and management
to protect the sandspit’s
sensitive resource
values,

* Obtain a long-term
lease on the park’s off-
shore lands from the
State Lands Commis-
sion in order to estab-
lish the area as an
underwater park.
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Land Use Plan

Following the mapping of the park’s important resources and special attractions
that need protection, the combined areas of these resources were analyzed in

terms of the previously stated land use goals, objectives, and recommendations,
and classified into a land use plan as follows:

Land Use Zones

Endangered species
protection zone lands
are those identified as
existing Morro Bay
kangaroo rat habitat or
with the potential for

rehabilitation as habitat —

for this endangered
animal. These lands
require both protection
from human distur-
bance and use of
resource management
techniques such as
hand-clearing and
prescribed burning to
maintain suitable
habitat.

Natural/cultural
presetvation zohe
lands possess outstand-
ing natural, scenic,
cultural, and historic
resources, which need
protection from envi-
ronmental impact,
overuse, and develop-
ment.

a8 Land Use Element

Primitive/roadless
zonhe lands encompass
the portions of the Coon
Creek and Islay Creek
watersheds in the unit
that meet the definition
of a wilderness area (as
defined by the Califor-
nia Wilderness Act).
Proper management of
this roadless area will
perpetuate its wilder-
ness character while
providing the public
with opportunities for
wilderness-like experi-
ences.

Open space/scenic
zone lands at Montana
de Oro will be managed
as transitional land use
zones. Preservation of
their open character and
scenic qualities is
necessary for viewshed
protection, but these
areas do not have the
high values that would
place them in the
natural/cultural
preservation zone.
They do have substan-
tial barriers to develop-
ment, especially steep
slopes and poor soils.
Open space/ scenic zone
lands are best suited for
vegetation management
programs and may be
rezoned to expand
protection or develop-
ment as needed.

Recreation facilities
zone lands have few
natural or scenic
qualities that need
protection and have no
major development
constraints. They are
lands that will allow
recreation use or facility
development without
adversely affecting
neighboring land uses.
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Facilities Element

will provide continued opportunities for diverse recreational uses
of low to moderate intensity.

T he Facilities Element identifies existing facilities
and recommends elimination or improvement of
some of them as well as the development of new
ones. Carrying capacity of the park as determined
by the design capacity of the facilities is discussed.
Architectural design concepts and development
priorities are proposed.

For optimum public access and use of the park,
facilities in parks are provided that relate directly to
recreational use (campgrounds, trails, visitor centers,
picnic areas) or indirectly to support visitor use
{restrooms, parking). Maintenance and administra-
tive facilities are necessary for operation of the park.
{See the Glossary of Terms, Appendix C, for defini-
tion of terms used to describe various state park fa-
cilities.)

Facilties Element 91
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Carrying
Capacity

92 Facilities Element

The Public Resources Code requires that the carrying capacity of the unit be es-
tablished as a part of the general plan process and that subsequent attendance at
the unit be held within the limits established by the general plan. The carrying
capacity for recreation lands is the number of persons for which an area can
provide recreation while maintaining the conditions that originally made it desir-
able for that purpose. This definition implies that the natural characteristics of
an area are of primary importance and form the basis for its management.

The concept of carrying capacity as it is sometimes used gives the false impres-
sion that there is an a priori method of determining the capacity for any given
parcel of land or natural resource. However, carrying capacity is not a primary
factor in the interaction of people and a resource but a derived or dependent
factor that is subject to precise definition after the fixed limits of park develop-
ment have been determined. The parameters of carrying capacity are the ele-
ments of park planning and development that determine how people are to be
accommodated and contained within the park.

The Allowable Use Intensity Map of the Resource Element is the first step in de-
termining carrying capacity. It indicates areas in which resource sensitivities and
constraints will affect development planning, correlating resource sensitivities
with certain types and intensities of use. The Facilities Element proposes facili-
ties, locates them in the park, and sets limits on their capacity based on the
constraints and guidelines established by the allowable use intensities (Resource
Element), and the land use goals, recommendations, and land use zones (Land
Use Element).

The deslgn capacity reflects the planning team’s concept of “best use” of a
given area. Capacities are set by planners based on past experience and profes-
sional judgment, as well as available research results. The initial consideration of
general planning takes into account the character of the resource and its natural
properties and the best manner in which the resource can be enjoyed. Design
capacity considers engineering evaluations for construction, utilities placement,
access, circulation of vehicles and people, and adequate water supplies and
garbage and sewage disposal. The design capacity is the absolute number of
spaces allotted for people in the general plan. It includes the total number of
campsites, parking spaces, picnic sites, etc. The design capacity will determine to
a large extent the proposed use of the park, but until actual use occurs, capacity
cannot be fully established.

The maximum capaclty is the upper limit of people who can be accommodated
in the developed areas of the park if the threat to the development or to the
surrounding natural resource is ignored. Maximum capacity under some
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circumstances can exceed the design capacity, as when a campsite designed for a
single family is occupied by a group of 10 to 12 people. When people spill out of
the developed areas of the park and spontaneous development occurs in un-
plarned areas, the park is over capacity. Parking, camping, viewing, and other
activities conducted at unauthorized locations are all symptoms of over capacity,
as are excessive traffic accidents or law enforcement problems that are beyond
the ability of the regular staff to handle. The park has exceeded its carrying

capacity.

The optimal capacity for park areas centers on two concepts: (1) that under
conditions of optimal capacity, the natural resource adjacent to developed
facilities does not degenerate faster than it can regenerate itself or be regenerated
{by planting, seeding, slope stabilization, etc.); (2) that the development is not
deteriorating faster than it can be maintained, given the economic resources
available.

The carrying capacity of a park is determined by the capacity of the develop-
ments and facilities, and whether occupation will be maximum or optimum is
determined by the extent to which occupancy affects maintenance, including
maintenance of the natural resource. There is no magic formula for determining
the carrying capacity of a natural area, and for the park the determination can be
made only after the developments are incorporated into it, for without them the
concept of carrying capacity has no practical meaning, For this reason, one of the
stated land use objectives is to monitor recreation use and periodically reassess
the ability of the resources to absorb the use they are receiving, and to adjust use
as necessary to adequately protect resource values.

At Montana de Oro, the number of parking spaces, camping, picnic, and day-use
areas provided is the major factor that determines carrying capacity and density
of use because most visitors gain access to the park by motor vehicle. Less than
2% now come by other means (foot, bicycle, horse, or boat), with a projected in-
crease to less than 5% by the year 2010. The term “Instantaneous capacity” is
used to indicate the design capacity of all facilities at the moment of peak use. It
may be stated in terms of vehicles or people; estimates are that each vehicle
accounts for 3.2 visitors. The present instantaneous capacity at the park is 596
vehicles or 1,907 visitors plus a 100-student capacity at the environmental educa-
tion center. The proposed capacity is 717 vehicles (including two 40-person
buses) or 2,328 visitors (plus 100 environmental center students).

Facifities Element
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Summary of Existing and Proposed Facilities

Facllities and Amenities Existing Proposed Total

Proposed Entrance Signs i 0 1
Contact station 0 1 1
Telephene 0 1 1
Existing Army Road Parking spacas 50-70 -50-70 0

Beach Access

Proposed Sandspit Parking spaces 0 50-100 50-100
Beach Access Comfort station 0 1 1
Public telephone 0 1 1

Trail (linear feet) 1,500 0 1,500

Access road (linear feet) ¢ 3,000 3,000

Exls“ng Hazard Parklng Spaces 80-100 10 10
Beach Access Trail (inear feet) 1,000 ¢ 1,000
Canyon Beach Comfort station 0 1 1
ACCess Public telephone o 1 1
S Trail (linear feet) 1,000 0 1,000
Existing Hazard Parking spaces 60 20 80
Canyon Horse Camp Group campsites 6 0 8
Campiire pits 6 0 6

Group-sized grills 1 5 6

Pit toilets 0 2 2

Combination building 0 1 1

Hose bibbs (water faucsts} 5 2 7

Public talephone o 1 1

Access road (linear feat) 1,500 () 3,000 3,000

Horse cortrals 29 0 29

Trailar pads 2 -2 0

Efssig:g ci%?ayee Picnic sites 0 20 20
Parking spaces 6 (b) 14 20

Hose bibbs 4 -2 2

Comfort station 1 1 1

Existing Cam Environmental education center 1 {c) -1 0
KEEP Agrea P Trailer pads 0 2 2
Maintenance buildings o] 1 1

Storage area 0 1 1

Horse barn/carral 0 1 1

Proposed Environ- Hatse barn/corrals 2 2 0
tal G amp Access road (linear feet) 0 250 280




Facilities Element

Facilities and Amenities Existing Proposed Total

Proposed South Environmental campsites 2 -2 0
Hazard Canyon Auto campsites 0 5075 5075
Campground Compost toilets 2 2 0
Combination building 0 2 2
Campfire conter 0 1 1
Hose bibbs 0 610 6-10
Existing Spooner Parking spaces 144 0 144
Cove Day-Use Area Pit toilets 2 -2 ]
Comfort station/outside shower 0 1 1
Picnic sites i5 10 25
Hose bibbs 0 3 3
Beach stairway 1 0 1
Disabled beach access (linearfeet) 0 150 150
Existing Bluff Trail Parking spaces 18 5 20
Parking Area -
Existing Islay Creek Park offica 1 0 1
Campground Parking spaces 10 0 10
Bus parking spaces v 2 2
Interprative center ] 1 1
Historic milk house 1 0 1
Quonsat hut 1 -1 0
Maintenanca/storage building 1 -1 0
Ovaerflow camping spaces 25 -28 0
Auto campsites 51 4] 51
Campfire cantar 1 0 1
Pit toilets 9 -9 o]
Comfort stations 0 3 3
Hose bibbs 2 4 6
Existing Coon Creek Parking spaces 40 0 40
Day-Use Area Pit toilets 2 -2 o
Comiort station 0 1 i
Picnic sites 0 1520 15-20
Circulation (Miles) Paved road 6 0 6
Fire/service roads 3 0 3
Designatad trails 23 10(e) 33
Trail rest areas 0 1 1
Pit toilets 3 1 4
Roadside parking spaces 75 0 75
(a) To be removed and relocated.

(b)
{c)
(d)
(e)

Includes parking for environmental campsites and residences.
Tarnporary/portable facilities.

To be determined by future concession contract,

A rough estimate only of the mileage of potential new trails.

Facilities Elament
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Priorities for Facility Development

The three levels of priority assigned to the proposed
facility changes at Montana de Oro generally reflect
the level of need. Individual actions in each group
are presented in a recommended sequence. How-
ever, many factors can influence this development
program and it should be treated only as a guide-
line. As facilities are developed, it will be prudent to
evaluate how they are used and how the resources
are absorbing use, and to adjust priorities for facility
development as necessary to adequately protect
resource values.

Priority 1 actions, those that should be made in the
near future, represent changes needed to protect
visitor health and safety or to remedy recreation use
situations or operational control problems that lead
directly to resource impacts and destruction. Second
priority actions represent relatively minor changes
to existing conditions, will require little or no
additional park staff to operate and maintain, or
must be accomplished prior to implementation of
Priority 3 actions, Third priority actions will add
new opportunities for recreation use to the park or
require substantial funding and additional staffing
to operate. Facilities deemed desirable but not
necessarily essential are categorized as Priority 3,
long-term action items.

aB Facilities Elemant

Priority 1

Develop new Hazard Canyon beach access
parking and trail.

Eliminate existing roadside parking at Hazard
Canyon.

Develop new park entrance and contact station
{acquire Pecho Valley Road).

Develop new sandspit beach access road,
parking, and trail.

Eliminate existing Army Road parking and
public beach access by fencing park boundary.
Make safety improvemnent along Pecho Valley
Road (acquire from county) and improve
turnouts and vista points.

Improve Bluff Trail parking area.

Priority 2

Develop park office/interpretive center.
Develop permanent environmental education
center/camp by concessionaire.

Improve Islay Creek campground.

Relocate park maintenance facility.

Develop bus parking and turnaround for
interpretive center.

Improve Spooner Cove day-use area.
Improve Coon Creek day-use area.

Develop California Coastal Trail link.
Develop new riding/hiking trails.

Improve existing Hazard Canyon Horse Camp.
Develop new Hazard Canyon Horse Camp
access road.

Provide bicycle access through park.

Priority 3

Develop new campground at South Hazard
Canyon.

Relocate existing employee/residence area.
Develop new picnic area at South Hazard
Canyon {existing employee/residence area).
Develop Islay Canyon Trail rest area.

Provide new equestrian staging area at Hazard
Canyon Horse Camp.



BEACH ACCESS

CLOSE BEACH ACCESS AT
ARMY ROAD.
FENCE PARK BOUNDARY.

DEVELOP. NEW BEACH ACCESS
ROAD, 50-100 CAR PARKING,
COMFORT STATION, AND
BEACH ACCESS TRAL.

DEVELOP NEW 80-100 CAR
PARKING AREA AND COMFORT
STATION.

IMPROVE EXISTING TRAL TO
BEACH.

TRAILS

PROVIDE STATE COASTAL
TRAL LINK,
ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL HIKING

HAZARD CANYON

AND HORSE TRAILS.
Iowmm >mm> DEVELOP TRAIL REST STCP N
UPGRADE EXISTING GROUP UPPER ISLAY CANYON.
HORSE CAMPS,

DEVELOP NEW ACCESS.
ADD 20-VEHICLE DAY-USE
HORSE STAGING AREA.

SOUTH HAZARD CYN. *

DEVELOP NEW 50-75 UNIT

"\ : CAMPGROUND. OUSING
L RELOCATE EMPLOYEE H
_U_MOIO EO>U \ AND MAINTENANCE AREA.
ACQUIRE FROM GOUNTY. \ DEVELOP ENVIRONMENTAL
PROVIDE BICYCLE AGCESS. . EDUCATION GENTER.
ESTABLISH TURN-OUTS FOR N\ PROVIDE NEW 20-8iTE PICNIC
VISTA POINTS, INFORMAL . AREA.
DAY-USE PARKING. \
PROVIDE CONTACT STATION. 3 _m_l >< Om_m_m_\A

ADAPT RANCH HOUSE FOR,
FARK OFFICE AND INTERFRETIVE
CENTER.

UPGRADE EXISTING
CAMPGROUND.

Hao=F

FACILITIES PLAN

MONTANA DE ORO STATE PARK

COON CREEK

MPROVE EXISTING DAY-USE
PARKING AND COMFORT
STATION,

 ADD PICNIC SITES.

SPOONER COVE

MPROVE ACCESS AND PARKING.
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IMPROVE BLUFF-TOP PARKING.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
THE RESOURCES AGENCY
DEPT. OF PARKS AND RECREATION

DRAWN
JILL VANNEMAN
CHECKED
DON HGOK

JRL VANNEMAN

03 DESIGNEDSS

DATE

REVISIONS

DATE

RESOURCES AGENCY OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PPROVED,

|

FACILITIES PLAN

GENERAL PLAN - FACILITIES ELEMENT

g
C.O"
CO—;\
O g
w

=

AP

W - 1o e T -0



Facilities Element

Facilities by Area

Existing and proposed visitor facilities are discussed
here by use area. For each area, a description of the
existing physical conditions, problems, and planning
considerations is followed by the general plan’s
recommendations.

Pecho Valley Road

Pecho Valley Road is the only vehicle access into
Montana de Oro and to the various park use areas.
Problems regarding ownership of the road and the
road’s condition need to be resolved. Narrow,
scenic, and winding, the road needs improvements
to make it safer. It is also too narrow to safely ac-
commodate bicycle lafies. One of the park’s major
problems is the staff's inability to control access to
the park because the road is county-owned and
there is no entrance station. Numerous turnouts are
located off the road; some are popular vista points,
others serve as small informal day-use parking areas
for access to the beach and coastal trails. Some of
these turnouts are hazardous because of poor sight
distance or because parked cars encroach on the
roadway.

The general plan recommends obtaining the road
from the county. This will allow a formal park
entrance and contact station to be developed to
control public access as well as to allow park staff to
make that first vital contact with the visitor, provid-
ing information about the park’s facilities and
important safety and resource protection rules and
regulations. It will also enable the efficient collec-
tion of fees for both day and overnight park use.

Following improvements to Pecho Valley Road to
provide safer traffic movement, existing turnouts
should be evaluated for their safety and suitability
as turnarounds, vista points, day-use parking or
horse staging areas. In suitable areas, necessary
improvements should be provided to formalize use
{minor grading, surfacing, fencing, trash receptacles,
interpretive signs, etc.). The remaining turnouts
should be eliminated through installation of fencing,
railing, or vehicle barriers.

Pecho Valley Road, narrow and scenic, is the only

Pecho Valley Road
Recommendations:

* Acquire Pecho
Valley Road within the
park from the county
and develop a park en-
trance and contact
station,

»  Make safety im-
provements on Pecho
Valley Road.

velicular access into the park.

= Formalize existing
turnouts.

= Provide bicycle
access to the park by
widening Pecho Valley
Road or developing a
separate paved bicycle
trail.

Facilities Element 98
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Beach Access The primary beach
resource at Montana de
Oro stretches from the
mouth of Hazard
Canyon northward to
the tip of the sandspit.
Beach use accounts for
most of the day-use
visitors to the park.
Although no formal
facilities have been
developed to provide
beach parking and
access, two informal use
areas as well as several
turnouts along Pecho
Valley Road perform
this function and serve
to disperse use along
the length of the sandy
beach.

Facilities Element
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« Sandspit Beach Access

The first of these informal use areas is located at the
western end of Army Road near Sharks Inlet. Army
Road is an unimproved and unmaintained public
right-of-way through private property. Most
visitors to the sandspit park here, although the less
intrepid, fearful of the real possibility of becoming
mired in the sand, park further back toward Pecho
Valley Road where the ground is a little firmer.
Peak use of the area is estimated at 50-70 vehicles.

Operational preblems and resource damage have
occurred because the area’s isolated location and
uncontrolled access attract nighttime use, illegal off-
highway vehicle activity, and hunting. Unsightly
vehicle tracks and scars, widespread destruction of
fragile vegetation, erosion, and sand blowouts have
been the result. The area’s primary value is its
significance as habitat of the state and federally
listed endangered Morro Bay kangarco rat.

Because past attempts to acquire land to provide
control of the area and prevent access from Army
Road have been unsuccessful, the general plan
recommends relocating parking for the northern
section of the park’s beach resource to a less sensi-
tive site further south. A new access road can be
developed off Pecho Valley Road on park land to
provide the needed control that would prevent
operational problems. The proposed parking site
was impacted by its previous use by the Army as an
artillery range. Old road base still remains and
other existing site conditions (compacted soil and
areas bare of vegetation} will minimize the environ-
mental effects of initial development. An existing
trail can be improved to provide pedestrian access to
the beach from the parking area. Any further south
from this location, the relatively shallow dunes give
way to steep bluffs, making trail access from the
parking area to the beach difficult and environmen-
tally damaging.
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Sandspit Beach
Access
Recemmendations:

= Acquire county-
owned Army Road right-
of-way within the park,
Eliminate public vehicu-
lar access to the park
from Army Road by
fencing the park’s
boundary. Develop
designated trails and
pedestrian access from
the residential subdivi-
sion at the northeast
boundary. Restore the
area’s natural values
and improve habitat for
the endangered Morro
Bay kangaroo rat.

=  Provide a new 50-
100 vehicle sandspit
parking area to the
south of the artillery
range triangle, with
comfort station, tele-
phone, and interpretive
panels. Provide a des-
ignated access trail to
the beach from the
parking area to prevent
dune erosion and dis-
courage volunteer traiis.
Use an existing trail
alignment and provide
unobtrusive fencing and
sandladders where nec-
essary.

» Develop a new
access road to the pro-
posed new sandspit
parking area from
Pecho Valley Road,
using an existing trail
alignment as much as
possible to minimize de-
struction of dune vege-
tation.

Uncontrolled vehicular
activity at the end of
Army Road has resulted
in destruction of fragile
vegetation, scarring and
erosion. and loss of
kangaroo rat habitat.

Facilities Element
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At Hazard Canyon, as
many as 100 cars may
be parked along Pecho
Valley Road on busy
days, a hazardous
situation for both

+ Hazard Canyon
Beach Access

The Hazard Canyon
beach access point
consists of undesig-
nated and indiscrimi-
nate parking along the
ocean side of Pecho
Valley Road in the
narrow strip of land
between the road edge
and the steep drop-off
to the canyon below. At
peak use, as many as
100 cars may be found
along the roadside,
some encroaching onto
the pavement, creating
a situation that is
unsightly and hazard-
ous for both pedestrians
and passing traffic.

pedestrians and traffic.
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Steps and a trail to the
beach have been devel-
oped on the northern
side of the canyon
within the creek bed
itself. Years of foot
traffic have destroyed
the area’s natural ripar-
ian vegetation, and an
ever-widening trail and
erosion have resulted at
the mouth of the canyon
from visitors” attempts
to avoid wet soils.

The plan recommends
development of a new
parking area and access
trail on the south side of
the canyon, in a rela-
tively flat site that is
now partially screened
from the road by
existing eucalyptus
trees. Location of the

The existing trail on the
south side of the canyon
will be improved to
provide beach access for
pedestrians from

the propoesed new
parking ared.



Facilities Element

A new parking area off
Pecho Valley Road will
replace existing roadside
parking for beach users
at Hazard Canyon.

entrance into the
proposed parking area
needs to be carefully
considered owing to
problems of sight
distance. Permeable
surfacing should be
considered as an alter-
native to paving for ap-
pearance and to pre-
vent rapid runoff and
erosion. For pedestrian
beach access, utilization
of the existing horse
trail to the beach, which
descends gradually
down the canyon wall
to the mouth of the
creek, will avoid the
impact of foot traffic
through most of the
creek bed.

Hazard Canyon
Beach Access
Recommendation:

* Develop a new 80-
100 vehicle parking
area off Pecho Valley
Read on the south side
of Hazard Canyon
across from the existing
entrance to Camp
KEEP and the ranger
residencss. Provide a
comfort station, public
telephone, and interpre-
tive panels. Eliminate
the existing rcadside
parking and establish
safe, informal parking
for about 10 vehicles in
its place.

» Improve the existing
horse trail on the south
side of Hazard Canyon
to provide pedestrian
access between the
proposed parking area
and the beach. De-
velop a stairway if
necessary.
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Hazard Canyon The horse camp is a popular use area that can ac-

Horse Camp
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commodate up to six horse groups, a total of 50-60
vehicles including horse trailers. The area connects
with the park’s riding and hiking trails and serves as
a day-use staging area for trail rides as well as a
camp for overnight stays. The facilities are primitive
and the parking informal. Each group camp in-
cludes nonpotable water (for the horses), pit toilet,
picnic tables, campfire ring, and horse stalls.

The plan recommends upgrading the facilities
somewhat. Better definition and designation of
camping and parking areas will improve the appear-
ance of the areas as well as prevent destruction of
vegetation and soil compaction associated with
existing conditions. Surfacing of parking areas and
native landscaping will reduce dust problems.

—| Improved sanitary facilities, development of potable
running water, and a public telephone are recom-

N T3P oL
ki ;e ¥ 4 N N T P Rk
o R .p%}l *aﬁ‘gr ot ’ ") B - L g
T «;‘g»'gk ‘ A an g&%,. TR SR
g A -Q:ﬁ‘m& ) Tl T * i Ej?,

Facilities Element

mended. When additional
trails and long-distance
trail connections are
developed, the plan rec-
ommends establishment of
an equesfrian staging area
with parking for about 20
cars and trailers and a
restroom/ shower build-
ing. However, no facilities
for increased use of this
area should be developed
until access road and
water problems are
solved.

Currently, the only vehicle
access into the area is a
steep, narrow, unpaved,
one-lane road cut into the
canyon wall. The entrance
off Pecho Valley Road is
located just around a
curve and across from one
of the park’s most popular
vista points. The combi-
nation of poor sight
distance and movement of
cars pulling on and off the

Improvements at Hazard
Canyon Horse Camp include
better definition of parking
and camping areas, improved
sanitary facilities, and
potable water.



Facilities Element

New access roads into
Hazard Canyon Horse
1 Camp and to the new

sandspit beach parking

area will utilize the
alignments of existing
trails as much as
possible. (Proposed
road alignments, shown
as dotted lines, are ap-
proximate only, subject
to further study.)

o

; e
B«

road intensifies the potential for accidents. The
entrance area is also the only location along Pecho
Valley Road where the combined road width and
adjacent flat areas would allow development of a
park entrance and contact station. As a result, the
general plan recommends development of a new
access road into the Hazard Canyon Horse Camp
area, utilizing a portion of the existing “Blocdy Nose
Trail.” This trail is the width of a two-lane road
through the eucalyptus trees. A new access road
here, although longer, will be a less costly and less
environmentaily damaging alternative than widen-
ing the existing access road. In addition, it avoids
the problems associated with the current entrance
off Pecho Valley Road. The affected section of horse
trail will need to be relocated.

Hazard Canyon
Horse Camp
Recommendations:

« Enhance and upgrade
axisting camp facilities.
Designate parking areas
with fencing/barrier posts
and surfacing, and land-
scape/revegetate. Provide
improved sanitary facilities,
pottable running water,
public telephone, and
intarpretive panels.

= Develop a new road
aceess using a portion of
the Bloody Nose Trail, and
relocate the affected
saction of trail.

»  Provide a new sques-
trian trail staging area for
20 cars and trailers, with
shower-rastroom building,
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South Hazard
Canyon Use
Area

106 Facifities Efement

This area consists of
four sites east of Pecho
Valley Road on the
south side of Hazard
Canyon, including the
existing employee resi-
dence area, the Camp
KEEP site, and two cur-
rently undeveloped
sites proposed for a
new family camp-
ground and a new envi-
ronmental education
center/camp.

Rather than dispersing
intensive new recrea-
tion development
throughout the park,
the general plan recom-
mends concentrating it
in this area for several
important reasons:

The area’s physical characteristics will
permit development. The sites do not have
high natural values or substantial barriers to
development (i.e., are relatively flat and
accessibie), are topographically located or
vegetatively screened to minimze the visual
impact of development, and will permit de-
velopment without adversely affecting
neighboring land use areas.

Concentrating development will minimize
the cost and effects of providing water and
sewage disposal, two major development
constraints at this park.

The location is very accessible to the park’s
primary beach resource, located north of the
mouth of Hazard Canyon. The ocean is one
of Montana de Oro’s major attractions, and
the sandy beach can accommodate intensive
recreation use not possible in the park’s
other, more sensitive coastal areas.

Concenirating development, rather than
dispersing it, maximizes open space, pre-
serving the park’s scenic qualities and
natural character.
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+ Environmental Education Camp

The existing Camp KEEP program is a popular, well-organized educational pro-
gram operated by the Kern County Office of Education for Kern County school

| children. It is operated by special event permit in temporary structures and
portable trailers. The program accommodates groups of 90-100 children at two-
week intervals nine months a year.

The general plan recommends development of a permanent public environ-
mental education center on a new site just south of the existing Camp KEEP site
to operate year round with opportunities for participation by a wider, less
exclusive public than is now served by the Camp KEEP program. The plan rec-
ommends that this facility be developed by a concessionaire, nonprofit corpora-
tion, or other suitable organization. The plan also recommends that Kern County

A-Islay Creek
Campground

B-Proposed Environmental
Education Center

C-Existing Camp KEEP/
Proposed Empoyee
Residence and Park
Maintenance Area

D-Existing Employee
Restdence Areaf
Proposed New Picnic
Area

E-Proposed New Family
Campground

F-Proposed New Beach
Parking Area

G-Beach Access Trail
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continue to operate its
existing facility until the
new permanent center
is developed or the
existing KEEP site is
needed for implementa-
tion of the plan’s other
recommendations.

The proposed site for
the new facility isa
relatively flat site above
Pecho Valley Road,
sloping gently down-
ward toward the base of
the hill behind it, and
screened by vegetation
to the north. The site
has been impacted by
agricultural use and
grazing in the past. A
large horse corral is
located at the northem
end of the site.

An important consid-
eration in recommend-
ing this site as the
appropriate location for
a permanent environ-
mental education
facility is that, while it is
easily accessible from
Pecheo Valley Road, it is
also physically sepa-
rated from the other
public facilities to be
developed in the
general vicinity, espe-
cially from the pro-
posed new camp-
ground. The security
and safety of the
children who will use
the proposed facility is
of primary importance.
A site physically
separated from other
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use areas can greatly
aid the need to mini-
mize opportunities for
contact with the general
park public. Since
physical constraints will
make it necessary to
utilize the road that
passes directly through
the existing Camp
KEEP site for access to
the proposed public
campground, a new
and separate location
for the proposed
permanent environ-
mental education
facility must be pro-
vided.

Environmental Educa-
tion Camp
Recommendations:

* Develop a perma-
nent environmental
education center/camp.

+ Employee
Residence
Area

The existing employee
residences are poorly
located and visually
unattractive. They
detract from the scenic
quality of the park and
views from Pecho
Valley Road. The
general plan recom-
mends relocating them
to the site now occu-
pied by Camp KEEP in
conjunction with the
relocation of the park’s
maintenance and
storage areas. In their
place, the plan calls for
development of a
small picnic area of
about 20 sites, provid-
ing a formal day-use
area with tables and
stoves, yet with rela-
tively close access to
the beach.

The unsightly employee
residence trailers will be
relocated and the area will
be developed for day-use
picnicking.

Employee
Residence Area
Recommendations:

« Relocate and
consolidate the existing
employee residence
area and park mainte-
nance/storage functions
to the existing Camp
KEEP site.

« Develop a 20-site
day-use picnic area
with parking, tables,
stoves, comfort station,
and intetpretive panels.
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+ South Hazard
Canyon
Campground

To accommodate the
increasing demand for
camping, the general
plan recommmends de-
velopment of a 50-75
unit family camp-
ground north of the
existing Camp KEEP
site. The proposed
location is another of
the few developable
sites within the unit. It
is relatively flat, well
screened from view _-
from Pecho Valley Road
or the coastal terraces
by topography and a
thick fringe of vegeta-
tion, yet readily acces-
sible from the existing
road into Camp KEEP.
The two existing
environmental camp-
sites will be removed.

South Hazard Canyon
Campground
Recommendations:

* Develop a 50-75
unit family campground
with restroom/shower
buildings and campfire
center.

= Improve vehicle and
trail access from Pecho
Valley Road.

The proposed
new campground
site is located
north of Camp
KEEP and is
well-screened
from Pecho
Valley Road by a
thick fringe of
trees.

Facifities Element
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Spooner Cove

The Bluff Trail
parking area
overlocking
Spooner Cove is
one of the park’s
most popular vista
points; essentially
a roadside puil-out,
its appearance
and safety need

to be improved.

Informal beach-level facilities include portable toilets, picnic tables, un-
paved parking for approximately 150 vehicles, and a stairway to Pecho
Valley Road above. This stairway is not readily visible from the road.
Pedestrians often miss it and end up walking down the narrow, steep
stretch of road from the campground. Minor access improvements for
safety will improve sight distance for exiting vehicles.

In keeping with the department’s coastal erosion policy, all facilities
developed at Spooner Cove must be of a movable or expendable nature.
Located at beach level, the area is subject to storm damage and occa-
sional inundation following heavy storms. Therefore, although better
definition and more efficient design of the parking area will improve its
appearance and allow more picnic sites, the area should not be paved.
Likewise, while the appearance and quality of the sanitary facilities can
be enhanced, no permanent structure should be developed.

The general plan recommends that the department pursue the designa-
tion of offshore lands as an underwater park in recognition of the signifi-
cant resource and recreation values of Hazard Reef stretching from the
mouth of Hazard Canyon to Point Buchon. (This will require acquisition
of a long-term lease from the State Lands Commission.) In concert with
this designation (assuming the lands will be acquired), minimal accom-
modations for scuba/skin divers will be provided at Spooner Cove be-
cause access to the water is easiest here for transporting heavy equip-
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Better definition
and more efficient
design of the parking
area at Spooner
Cove will free up
space to increase
the number of
picnic sites while
improving the
appearance of

the area.

ment and car-top boats. Proposed amenities include
a cold-water outdoor shower and changing room in
conjunction with the sanitary facilities. An attractive
screened enclosure can be designed to meet these
needs as well as hide the toilet buildings.

Spooner Cove is also the only location in the park
where reasonable accommodation can be made for
access by disabled persons to the beach. A hard-
surfaced walk or ramp, or portable sand ladder,
should be provided for wheelchair beach access.

The Bluff Trail parking area overlooks Spooner Cove
and accommodates about 15 vehicles. Essentially a
roadside pull-out, this is a popular park vista point,
especially for watching the sun set. The need here is
to define the parking area to make it safer and more
attractive. The area is not quite large enough to ac-
commodate the use it receives at peak periods.

Some minor grading and slight realignment of
Pecho Vailey Road eastward can solve these prob-
lems. A low railing or unobtrusive barrier should be
provided at the bluff edge of the parking area.

Spooner Cove
Recommendations:

* Upgrade and
enhance area: define
and control parking,
improve sanitary
facilities, add interpre-
tive panels, and sign the
beach stairway from the
road.

+  Add new facilities:
10 new picnic sites with
tables and stoves,
beach access forthe
disabled, and outdoor
shower and changing
room.

+ Enhance and
upgrade the Bluff Trail
parking area: increase
capacity, safety, and
appearance.

Facilities Element
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Islay Creek

Facifities Element

Existing facilities
include the historic
Spooner ranch house
and milk house, a
parking area, an unat-
tractive quonset hut
used for maintenance
storage, an overflow
parking area for about
25 self-contained
vehicles, a campfire
center, and a 51-unit
primitive campground
with pit toilets. Potable
water is trucked in and
stored in large tanks. In
upper Islay Canyon, an
historic barn is located
near the park's eastern
boundary.

Islay Creek
Recommendations:

«  Adapt the ranch
house for dual use as
an interpretive center/
park office.

*+  Remove the quon-
set hut and eliminate
overflow camping. Use
the area to develop a
bus parking and turn-
around area for the
interpretive center.

» Enhance and
upgrade the existing
campground: improve
sanitary tacllities,
provide peotable running
water and betler
screening using native
landscaping for privacy
between sites.

+  Provide a trail rest
area in upper Islay
Canyon by rehabilitat-
ing the historic barn, if
economically feasible,
or by removing it and
providing a shade
structure.
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Milkhouse

Proposed Bus Parking &
Turnaround (quonset hut to
be removed)

Ranch House/
Visitor Center
Spooner Cove 4 A
- - . PR w
Parking Area %55
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Coon Creek

This day-use area is
located on the coastal
terrace at the park’s
southern boundary. It
provides trailhead
parking for both the
Coon Creek Trail and
the southern end of the
Bluff Trail. It also acts
as a turnaround because
the public road ends
here. The size of the
parking area is actually
a little large for the
amount of use it pro-
vides. The appearance
of the area could be im-
proved by reducing the

size of the parking area
and revegetating, while
still accommeodating the
same number of cars.
Vehicle conirols, railing
or barriers around the
perimeter, surfacing to
reduce dust, improved
sanitary facilities, trail
signing, and interpre-
tive panels should also
be provided. If, in the
future, public access to
the Field Ranch and
Coon Creek beach be-
comes available, it
would be appropriate to
provide a small day-use
picnic area with stoves,
tables, and potable
water.

The appearance of the Coon Creek day-use area can
be improved by reducing the size of the parking
area landscaping with native vegetation, and

Facilities Element

Coon Creek
Recommendations:

« Improve parking,
surfacing, and sanitary
facilities; provide trail
signing, interpretive
panels, and 10 picnic
sites.
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Trails

The park has about 26 miles of trail (14 miles of
riding and hiking trails including park service roads,
and 12 miles of hiking-only trails). They provide
foot and horse access to various destinations within
the park — the ridges and mountain peaks, the
upper reaches of the canyons, the beach, and the
coastal terraces and bluffs. The plan recommends
linking up existing trails in the park to provide a
continuous linear coastal trail through the park, ena-
bling a future connection with the State Coastal Trail
Corridor.

The general plan suggests formuiation of a task force
composed of departmental staff, park volunteers,
and trail users to assist the department in preparing
a trail management plan that would:

* Evaluate the condition of existing trails.

* Recommend necessary maintenance, erosion
control, or management measures (brush clearing,
water bars, revegetation, protection of fossil re-
sources, trail realignment) for improving the existing
trail system.

* Study and recommend new trails or trail links,
and trail camps.

* Determine the suitability of existing and new
trails for various types of users.

Potential future public access to the Field Ranch and
BLM lands south and southeast of the park expands
the possibility for long-distance trails and backpack-
ing, which should be implemented if the potential
becomes reality.

Due to the unit’s highly erodible soils and trail
erosion problems, horses have been restricted for
many years o certain trails in the park that are less
susceptible to damage by the heavier impacts of
horse use. Increased conflicts between trail users
and accelerated trail erosion have been attributed to
the recent advent of mountain bikes to the trails.
The use of mountain bikes on back-country trails is
an issue being faced throughout the state. Until the
department finds a resolution or develops a policy
for the issue, or until a comprehensive trail manage-
ment plan is prepared, the general plan recommends
restricting mountain bike use to service roads.

Trait
Recommendations:

* Improve the existing
trail system and develop
additional hiking and
equestrian trails (con-
sider trails 1o lands
south of the park if
public access be-
comes available).

s Develop a continu-
ous coastal trail through
the park for future con-
nection with the State
Coastal Trail Corridor.

The park’s existing trafls are
very popular; in addition to
improvement of existing
trails, the general plan
recommends the addition of
new trails.
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Architectural
Design
Concepts

The following concepts,
some of which the de-
partment has estab-
lished statewide, will
provide standards and
guidelines for the
design of facilities at
Montana de Oro State
Park. These concepts
are intended to con-
serve natural resources,
assure opportunities for
use of facilities for dis-
abled persons, and
develop facilities com-
patible with the envi-
ronment.

Facilities Element
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¢ Design and con-
struct architectural
structures that respond
to the need for conser-
vation of water, energy,
and other resources.

+ Provide outdoor

furniture constructed
with native materials
wherever possible.

» Encourage the
conservation of non-
renewable resources
and promote the re-
search, development,
and use of various alter-

-native energy sources in
meeting park utility re-
quirements. For ex-
ample, solar space
hearing, solar water
heating, and skylights
will be used where
practical.

* Design and con-
struct facilities, includ-
ing structures, walls,
and ramps, to be
accessible and usable by
physically disabled
persons.

» Emphasize the use
of wooed and masonry
materials. Roofs are to
be fire retardant.

* Emphasize har-
mony between the
building and site.
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Utility
Concerns

This information is
meant to provide a
general background of
the capabilities and
problems related to
providing utilities for
proposed park develop-
ment. Further studies
and negotiations with
utility providers will be
required based on more
comprehensive devel-
opment plans for im-
plementation of the __
general plan’s propos-
als.

Power: Pacific Gas and
Electric Company pro-
vides electricity to the
park. Service exten-
sions are available.

Gas: Natural gas
service is not available.
Liquid propane gas is
used in the employee
residence area, Camp
KEEP, and Spooner
ranch house.

Telephone: Pacific Bell
currently provides
service to the park.

Water: The water
supply at the park pres-
ents a problem. Water
at the Islay Creek camp-
ground is trucked in
from Morro Bay State
Park and stored in three
large tanks. Of the two
wells at the park, only
one provides potable
water. The well on the
hill above Camp KEEP
delivers potable water
to the environmental
camp, the employee
residence area, and ad-
jacent horse corral site.
Well water at the
Hazard Canyon Horse
Camp is nonpotable,
but is used in the

camp’s water troughs
for the horses. Water at
the Spooner ranch
house is nonpotable,
drafted from the creek.

Two year-round
streams flow in the
park, Coon Creek and
Islay Creek. However,
both creeks support
anadromous fish popu-
lations, and the Re-
source Element specifi-
cally prohibits water di-
version that will signifi-
cantly affect the park’s
water features and the
ecosystems they sup-

port.

The three small water
companies in the Los
Osos Valley serve only
the local communities.
They cannot meet the
park’s water demands,
and hook-up would be
uneconomical.

Preliminary engineering
evaluations identified
only two alternative so-
lutions for future devel-
opment: 1) continue to
truck in water and
provide sufficient
storage; 2)builda
water treatment plant
for treating well water
and expand the water
supply system within
the Islay Creek and
Hazard Canyon areas.

Sewage Disposal:
Almost all existing
public sanitary facilities
in the park are pit
toilets. The exceptions
are the four environ-
mental campsites where
compost toilets are
used. The park office
has one flush toilet and
septic tank. Kern
County’s environmental
camp and the employee
residence area utilize a
septic tank and leach
field system. Prelimi-
nary engineering evalu-
ations recommend de-
velopment of a septic
tank system with an
evaporation pond at the
Islay Creek and Hazard
Canyon Horse Camp
area. Further study and
tests are needed before
any changes or new de-
velopment occur.
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Interpretive Element

Montana de Oro’s spectacular natural resources provide a
wealth of subjects for interpretation,

Interpretation in a state park attempts to enhance
visitor enjoyment by stimulating interest and pro-
moting understanding and appreciation of the
resources. This Interpretive Element provides
guidance for ongoing and future interpretive devel-
opment at Montana de Oro State Park. It identifies
interpretive themes, proposes facilities and pro-
grams appropriate for their presentation, and
establishes priorities for implementation.
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Interpretive Considerations

Environmental
Influences

The quality of the
recreational experience
at Montana de Oro State
Park is directly propor-
tional to the esthetic
appeal of the environ-
ment in which it takes
place. Rain, wind, cold
temperatures, cloudi-
ness, and heavy fog in-
fluence visitation to the

Fushia-flowered Gooseberry. Seasonal events such as the spring
wildflower bloom increase visitation and these occasions should
be noted in the park.
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unit as well as the types
of interpretive facilities
and programs that can
be developed. The
corrosive and abrasive
effects of salt- and sand-
laden sea breezes must
be considered in the
design, placement, and
construction of interpre-
tive facilities. Vandal-
ism can be a problem,
and interpretive devel-
opment should be
designed and placed to
minimize this risk.
Interpretive considera-
tion should be given to
the safety of the visitor
as well as to the preser-
vation of the unit’s
resources. The ocean
can present potential
hazards to beach users.
Dangerous rip currents
and sleeper waves can
be confusing, frighten-
ing, or even fatal to
unwary swinmmers.
Beach users can also
have unpleasant en-
counters with poison-
ous jellyfish and
stingrays as well as less
natural beach litter,
such as broken glass
and hot coals covered
by sand.

The fragile nature of the
resources at Montana
de Oro imposes some
limitations on interpre-
tive use. Areas in the
park have various re-
strictions on levels of
allowable use. These
restrictions are placed

on the park by the
Resource Element in an
effort to prevent the
deterioration of the en-
vironment. Conse-
quently, the location
and type of interpretive
activities must support
those limitations.

Where the bluffs and
hillsides are high and
steep at Montana de
COro, erosion is some-
times in evidence, the
result of natural proc-
esses at work, often ac-
celerated by human
activities. Dune erosion
and destruction of the
natural dune environ-
ment have similarly
been increased because
of unplanned “volun-
teer” trails and roads.
Revegetation of desta-
bilized dunelands and
other areas with species
indigenous to the unit
will be an ongoing
concern of the Depart-
ment of Parks and
Recreation.

Seasonal events such as
winter gray whale mi-
grations, the roosting of
monarch bufferflies,
and the spring wild-
flower bloom increase .
visitation. These
occasions should be
noted in the park.
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Visitors,
Their Needs and
Expectations

The visitors’ principal
needs and expectations
are a readily accessible,
affordable, clean, safe,
and scenic spot in
which to pursue their
chosen forms of recrea-
tion. Most day users
focus on either the
park’s beaches or the
bluffs and mountains as
the center for their rec-
reation. The average
beach-goer appearsto
come motivationally
and physically
equipped to spend a
day of active or passive
recreation along a
stretch of sand and surf,
while hikers, mountain
bicyclists, and horse-
back riders look to the
rest of the park for their
enjoyment. It seems
relatively uncommon
for these two major
groups of visitors to
take full advantage of
all the different kinds of
recreational and educa-
tional resources offered
by Montana de Cro. An
important interpretive
challenge will be to
create an integrated
interpretive program
that can serve the
specific needs of these
two publics and yet also
encourage the full use
of the entire park’s
Tesources.

A prime visitor need is
a clear orientation to
what is available to see
and do, including when
and where special
activities are being
conducted. Although
not a strong expectation
of the average visitor,
interpretation can en-
hance the public’s
enjoyment and appre-
ciation of the parklands
as well as promote
safety. From the
department’s point of
view, interpretation is
an excellent tool for
presenting resource and
visitor protection
information as it
explains the reasons
behind rules and thus
encourages compliance.

Visitors of all ages come
to see Montana de Oro
State Park. People

come in family groups;
individually; in organ-
ized church, conserva-
tion, and scout groups;
from day camps, as well
as from public and
private schools. Most
visitors are relatively
uninformed about the
natural and cultural
history of the unit,
although a small per-
centage are biologists,
geologists, or other
students of natural
history.

Evidences of
Montana de Oro's
geologic history
are revealed
throughout the
park. Interpretation
of these physical
features may aid
the visitor in
appreciating the
fascinating geo-
morphic influences
that built and
shaped the
landscape.

interpretive Element
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Interpretive
Period

The department will
interpret a flow of
history at Montana de
Oro State Park, from
geologic times to the
present — whether or
not the whole spectrum
of change is actually
presented to the public.

The coast is a dynamic place, affected by storms, erosion, and
both the constant movement and seasonal transport of sand.
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Interpretive
Themes

Interpretive themes for
Montana de Oro State
Park separate into three
loosely connected
groups: resources,
recreation, and manage-
ment and safety (spe-
cific themes may fit
more than one of these
categories). Although
the scope of interpretive
development will not be
extensive in many parts
of this unit, a range of
appropriate interpretive
themes has been
presented in this section
to provide flexibility for
future interpretation
using a variety of
media.

Resources

There is a wealth of
resource-related themes
to interpret at Montana
de Oro State Park.
Natural history themes
can be interpreted in
two ways: through
ecological associations
and also through
singular outstanding
species. These ap-
proaches address both
the interrelatedness of
associated species and
the uniqueness of some
of those same species.
In some instances,
themes covering re-
source-oriented topics
have ramifications that
aid in management of
the unit and protection
of the resources.
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Primary Theme:

The Ever-Changing Coast

The coast is a dynamic place. Interpretation will
encompass the constant motion of sand particles,
their movement upcoast, downcoast, and offshore,
and the seasonal transport of sand with its impact
on the coastal beach. In addition, the geologic forces
that uplifted the marine terraces and formed the
coastal bluffs will be explained.

Primary Theme:

The Resourceful Life on the Beach

The range of habitats found at and around the beach
should be interpreted for visitors, with emphasis on
how the physical and vegetative make-up of each
area determines what wildlife will be present.

Sub-Themes: —

The Underwater Community

This theme will interpret the rich and varied sealife
found offshore of Montana de Oro State Park. It will
draw particular attention to species that scuba
divers may encounter while underwater here.

The Mini-World of Tidepools

Interpretation will describe the tidepool environ-
ment, identify common plant and animal species,
and explain how to explore pools safely. Indiscrimi-
nate removal of tidepool organisms is a persistant
problem. Interpretation concerning the organisms
and their value to the ecology of the ocean can help
solve this enforcement problem.

The Sandy Beach Community

The varied lifestyles and lifeforms of the common
invertebrates and vertebrate animals found on
Montana de Oro beaches will be the focus. Interpre-
tive approaches may include: “Life Under Foot” (in-

vertebrates that live in the sand in the wave wash
zone); “A Bill for Every Purpose” (shorebirds, their
specialized feeding techniques, size differences, and
migratory patterns that minimize interspecies food
competition); and “Flotsom and Jetsam” (evidences
of various lifeforms found washed up on the beach,
such as shark egg cases, jellyfish, and kelp, and the
animals that scavenge these castaways).

Dune Ecology

Subjected to strong, salt-laden winds, high tides, and
extremes in temperatures, plant and animal species
that comprise the dune community of Montana de
Oro have adapted well to their harsh environment.
Interpretation will look at these “survivors” as well
as present the concept of dune succession.

Bluff Ecology

This theme will examine the continually evolving
{eroding) nature of the bluffs in this region of the
California coastline and the plants and animals that
are adapted to live on the bluff face.

The horny toad has adaped well to the harsh environment of
the dunes. Interpretation of dune ecology will look af species
of animal "survivors” as well as present the concept of

dune succession.
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The Wetlands: Home to Critters Great and Small
The prolific nature of a healthy estuarine system and
its related uplands will be presented, focusing on
tidal influence, major species present, and food
chain relationships. The theme will also seek to
foster an aesthetic appreciation of the marsh land-
scape and an understanding of the need to protect it.

Primary Theme:

Survival in the Chaparral and Scrub
Communities

The plants and animals that live in the scrub and
chaparral hillsides of Montana de Oro State Park are
adapted to lack of water, heat, sudden strong rain-
fall, and periodic desiccating winds. Only species
that can adapt to these arduous conditions have
survived and live in the area. To some visitors, the
brushy hillsides adjoining the park’s canyons will
seem devoid of life. Revelation of the many differ-
ent life forms in these areas and the ways they have
adapted to their harsh surroundings will be an im-
portant interpretive theme,

Sub-Themes:

The Intermittent Riparian Community

During winter and spring, and sometimes in the first
part of summer, small creeks in the canyons of
Montana de Oro flow, and the plants along their
banks flourish. When the water dries up, the plants
die back, and the animais that have depended on
this source to survive find water elsewhere. Al-
though this life cycle is brief, it is important to the
ecology of the canyons as a whole, and its interpre-
tation is part of understanding the adaptation for
survival that is necessary in the natural world.

Eucalyptus Gone Wild

The dense forest of nonnative blue and red gums in
the vicinity of Hazard Canyon were once part of a
plantation begun in 1908 by Alexander Hazard.
Although his plan to harvest them for forest prod-
ucts failed, the seedlings took root and adapted
themselves to their new environment. Interpretation
will explore the eucalyptus tree’s history in the park
and its impact on the native vegetation.
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Primary Theme:

Special Specles to Seek

Visitors will be directed toward unusual plant and
animal species that may require some effort to find
at Montana de Oro State Park.

Sub-Themes:

Watching for Whales and Other Marine Mammals
Montana de Oro State Park offers excellent views of
the winter and spring migrations of the gray whale.
Subjects that should be covered include: size, habits,
diet, navigation; when, where, and why they mi-
grate; clues to identification; courtship, and rearing
of the young; a brief history of whaling, their threat-
ened extinction, need for protection, and the present
status of the species. In addition, identifying infor-
mation about other marine mammals commonly ob-
served along this coastline should be provided.

Tracking Down Mammals

Interpretation will help visitors recognize animal
tracks and trails, holes and burrows, gnaw marks,
droppings, and other clues in order to discover the
presence of mammals in their different habitats.

A Bird for Each Habltat

Interpretation will examine the range of birds that
make their home in the park, including least sandpi-
pers, willets, great blue herons, sage sparrows,
California quails, western meadowlarks, and Anna’s
and Allen’s hummingbirds, to name a few.

Unusual Plants and Animals of Montana de Oro
Those species that are uncommon in their appear-
ance or habits and are found nearby will be high-
lighted. Interpretive approaches may include: “Re-
markable Grunion” (the unusual spawning habits of
the grunion), “Monarch and Milkweed” (the
monarch’s long migration and clustering on “butter-
fly trees” and association with milkweed), the en-
dangered Morro Bay kangaroo rat and the Morro
blue butterfly, endemic Morro Bay manzanita, and
wildflowers that have a short blooming season,
among other topics.
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Primary Theme:
Bygone Residents of
Montana de Oro
The use of the beach
and coastal environ-
ments by the Chumash
and later settlers will be
the focus for interpreta-
tion. This should
incorporate compara-
tive information about
the various cultures
(Native American,
Hispanic, American),
their different technol-
ogy, and the changing
use of the environment
_through time, from _
subsistence to com-
merce to recreation.

Sub-Themes:

The Chumash: Get-
ting the Most Cut of
Their Natural World

A community of Native
Americans called Chu-
mash once depended
for survival on the re-
sources found in
Montana de Oro State
Park. Their lives
revolved around the
seasonal changes in the
environment and the
varying forms of
resources available to
them. Interpretation
will provide visitors an
understanding of these
people and their long
tradition of close inter-
action with the environ-
ment.

Interpretation will help visitors recognize animal tracks and
trails, holes and burrows, gnaw marks, droppings, and other
clues in order to discover the presence of mammals in their

' different habitats.
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Ranchos on the Mexican Frontier

Property that now comprises Montana de Oro State
Park was once a part of two Mexican ranchos,
Rancho Pecho y Islay and Rancho Canada de los
Osos. Both ranchos were eventually acquired by
John Wilson, a naturalized Mexican citizen origi-
nally from Scotland, who married Ramona Carrillo
de Pacheco. Interpretation will examine the opera-
tion of these ranchos on the frontier of Mexican
California.

The Coastal Enterprise of Pioneer Settiers

Both Alden B. Spooner, Jr. and Alexander S. Hazard
and their respective families transformed the rugged
land that is now part of Montana de Oro State Park
into successful cattle ranching, farming, dairy, and
coastal shipping operations. Their enterprising and
diversified approach to tising the property in the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries will be the
subject for interpretation.

Secondary Theme:

The State Park System Story

The development of the State Park System and how
Montana de Oro State Park came into public owner-
ship will be interpreted. This theme will treat the
coast as a region, orienting visitors to resources and
recreational values of nearby state beaches and
parks, as well as notable local parks administered by
other agencies.
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Recreation

The diverse recreational opportunities available at
Montana de Oro State Park will be interpreted along
with appropriate regulations and safety tips.

Primary Theme:

Having Fun in the Surf

Opportunities for board and body surfing, wind
surfing, and boating should be interpreted for
visitors unfamiliar with the beach. Techniques,
regulations, and points of access should be coverad,
along with wave formation and its relationship to
surfing. A tide schedule should be kept posted.

Primary Theme:

Fishing for Sport

Interpretation will highlight edible fish commonly
caught in the surf, including barred perch, jacksmelt,
kelp greenling, silver perch, starry flounder, and
walleye surfperch. It will also cover the best time of
the year to catch them as well as fishing techniques
and applicable regulations.

Primary Theme:

Dive into the Underwater World

Interpretation will illustrate appropriate skin and
scuba diving equipment, techniques, regulations,
safety, and favorable water conditions.

Primary Theme:

Courtesy and Common Sense

Montana de Oro offers a wide range of recreational
opportunities, including horseback riding, hang
gliding, hiking, and mountain biking. No one
recreational activity “owns” the park, and many
must share trails and facilities. Interpretation will
remind visitors that safe, courteous use of the park is
everyone’s responsibility and will make their
experience that much more enjoyable.
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Management and
Safety

Interpretation will
inform visitors about
how to use the park-
lands safely as well as
indicate ways to
preserve the environ-
ment. It should support
the unit staff that
enforces regulations,
providing visitors the
justification for regula-
tions.

Primary Theme:

Be Safe at the Beath
Interpretation will aid
visitors by explaining
the formation and
hazards of rip currents,
sleeper waves, and
backwash; methods
swimmers can use to
escape them; and other
rescue techniques. It
should also warn
visitors about other
dangers, such as
stinging jellyfish,
stingrays, sunburn, and
buried fires and glass.

; ¥

quality.

Primary Theme:
Protecting the Park is
Your Responsibliity
The future environ-
mental quality of the
state park lies with each
visitor. Interpretation
will stress how erosion
can be minimized and
plants and animals
preserved for genera-
tions, if visitors are
mindful of the rules that
protect the park. By
staying on marked
trails, visitors will also
avoid hazards, such as
unpleasant encounters
with poison oak and
ticks.

Each visitor is responsible for the park’s future environmental

Secondary Theme:
Rebuilding the Natural
Garden

Over time, the constant
use of the bluffs and
dunes by visitors for
recreation has caused
erosion, as well as
blowouts of sand. From
time to time, steps will
be taken to correct that
damage. Seeds and
seedlings of dune
vegetation will be
planted in barren
places, and foot traffic
will be restricted. These
measures, with public
cooperation, will soon
restore the dunes to

their natural beauty.

Secondary Theme:
Management by Fire
Periodically, the De-
partment of Parks and
Recreation uses pre-
scribed fire as a tool to
manage native plant
communities. Once a
natural occurring event,
fire is now used in the
parklands in confined
areas to restore and
maintain native vegeta-
tion. Interpretation will
explain the reasons for
prescribed burns and
the benefits that are
derived from them,
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Proposed Interpretation

Facilities and Media

Indoor and outdoor exhibits and panels are useful
interpretive tools for the park if used appropriately
and in moderation. They have the advantages of
always being available and requiring little or no
staffing. Naturalists, docents, and exhibits are not
always available to perform interpretive services,
nor should they be. Interpretation is meant fo
facilitate the formation of a personal relationship
with natural, historical, and recreational resources.
Letting the scenery speak for itself is an important
part of this.

Qrientation is the first and probably the most
important interpretive service we can offer. This is
true from the visitor’s perspective as well as from
the point of view of protecting visitors and re-

, sources. Orientation panels should be situated at the
entrance to Montana de Oro, at campgrounds,
trailheads, and parking lots, and at the park head-
quarters in the Spooner ranch house.

There are currently few developed interpretive
facilities at Montana de Oro State Park, and the lack
of buildable land precludes construction of extensive
interpretive structures in certain areas. Conse-
quently, minimal interpretive facilities that include
exhibit shelters, either free-standing or attached to
permanent structures, are suggested for: the pro-
posed contact station at the park enfrance, turn-outs
along Pecho Valley Road, Hazard Canyon Horse
Camp, the proposed environmental education
camp/center, the proposed Hazard Canyon Beach
access parking area, the campfire center at Islay
Creek Campground, Spooner Cove, the Bluff Trail
parking area, Coon Creek trailhead, and at the
trailheads of various hiking and equestrian trails.
Existing shelters, such as the one at the Spooner
ranch house, will continue to be maintained.

Most interpretive panels will be placed in attractive
and substantial exhibit cases that will protect them
from corrosion as well as vandalism. Whether free-
standing or attached to permanent structures, the
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cases should be installed in well-lit, heavily used
areas, where they will be seen often and better pro-
tected from vandalism.

The size of the panels and cases should be standard-
ized, so that seasonal exhibits or those that are worn
out can be easily replaced. Modular cases and
panels can be used throughout the San Luis Obispo
Coast District, enabling the rotation of panels from
unit to unit, especially panels with themes that have
coastwide value. A formally developed program of
seasonally rotated panels is strongly suggested.
Outdoor panels should feature interpretive themes
on the park’s recreational, historic, and natural
resources.

Visitors come to a visitor center to help them plan
their park experience, to learn more of what they
will see, perhaps to acquire additional interpretive
material, and to use the restroom. Many people do
not feel they have seen a park or even really arrived
at the park until they have gone through a visitor
center. Interpretation can facilitate the transition
from the car to the park environment by pointing
out what there is to see, presenting connecting in-
formation that will give more meaning to their ex-
perience, and provoking the visitor to go out and
relate directly with the nearby resources.

It is proposed that the Spooner ranch house at Islay
Creek be developed to serve as both a park office
and a visitor center. The building is large enough to
accommodate both functions and is conveniently
located near heavily used Islay Creek Campground
and Spooner Cove. Exhibits here should provide
orientation to the park, its features and facilities,
and interpretation of the cultural history of the area,
including Native American, Hispanic, and Ameri-
can.

Interpretive development at the visitor center must
follow an approved interpretive plan. Detailed in-
formation and guidelines contained in the docu-
ment will help focus interpretive efforts, providing
direction for the project as well as pricrities. Exhibit
design for the ranch house should be complemen-
tary to its historic architecture, helping to maintain
its old-fashioned charm. A few period furnishings
might be used in the building to restore some of the
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original ambiance to the rooms. This should be
done without interfering with needed interpretive
exhibit space. Recommendations for furnishings
would also be contained in the interpretive plan.

An interpretive sales counter should be maintained
in the visitor center. The public should also be
encouraged to make use of the nearby Morro Bay
Museum of Natural History at Morro Bay State Park
for a more comprehensive interpretation of the
area’s natural history.

The environmental education camp/center should
facilitate pre- and post-field trip learning for visiting
grammar, high school, and college classes and field
seminar study groups. The center should include a
good audio-visual room (which also could be used
for other presentations), a research library, and
study-collection storage. A campfire center should
be developed close by for outdoor interpretive
programs.

New audio-visual programs, based on the previ-
ously described themes, should be developed for the
environmental education center as well as for use in
school programs. Some taxidermic animal speci-
mens and habitat groupings might be used here, but
the temptation to reproduce the out-of-doors in the
center should be resisted. The purpose of the
environmental education camp/center should be to
facilitate and provoke personal exploration of the
beaches, wetlands, bluffs, canyons, and ridges of
Montana de Oro. The emphasis would be on broad
ecological and geological themes. The teacher’s
guide produced by the department in 1976 to
facilitate visitation to the park by school groups
should be revised.

Self-guiding nature trails, interpreted by a brochure,
can be an appropriate, effective, and enjoyable
interpretive tool. Publications, such as trail guides,
monthly or seasonal visitor activity guides, bird and
plant lists, orientation brochures, and books are
highly valuable interpretive media, and their
development for the park should be encouraged.
Publications have souvenir value and they allow
visitors, by way of text and bibliographies, to learn
more about the park after they leave, or to prepare
themselves for a return visit.

Visitor Activities

A walk led by knowledgeable and inspiring guides
can provide the most valuable interpretive experi-
ence for a visitor. Talks, guided walks, and orienta-
tion services presented by park personnel, docents,
and others are effective because they allow interac-
tive communication and are responsive to the
immediate needs of visitors. Qutdoor presentations
also have the resources immediately at hand for
interpretation in its full environmental context.

Variety in interpretive themes, approaches, and
trails is important for maintaining the interest of
both repeat visitors and staff alike. Walks can be
given in the dunes, at the beaches and wetlands,
along the coastal bluffs, in the canyons, and along
mountain trails. They could encompass a range of
interesting and pertinent topics including tidepool
life, chaparral and coastal scrub communities, gray
whale watching, beach life, wildflowers, birds, and
Native American plant uses.

Appropriate visitor activities for Montana de Oro
State Park include formal and informal talks (on the
unit’s natural and historic resources and the State
Park System); guided or self-guided walks; bird-
watching; plant and animal study walks; demonstra-
tions (lifeguard rescue, aquatic safety, board and
body surfing, and surf fishing); and Junior Ranger
Programs. Trained and certified docents could also
aid the unit staff, augmenting the number and
variety of interpretive programs offered to visitors
on and off site.

It is highly desirable to extend interpretive efforts
beyond the confines of the state park and into the
local community. Outreach programs can serve
people who cannot physically come to the unit, such
as residents of convalescent homes. Schools and
community-oriented clubs and organizations are
excellent audiences for interpretive talks. Staff time
should be allocated for promoting and presenting
off-site talks.

In addition to cutreach programs, a field seminar

program consistent with department objectives for
the park is proposed. It could offer in-depth inter-
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pretation without substantially increasing the staff
workload or the unit budget. This kind of program
engages the creative and educational talents of the
local community in a wide spectrum of interpretive
approaches to the park’s resources. Briefly, a
cooperating, nonprofit association would recruit
qualified teaching staff for a season’s program
offerings. They could be graduate students, teach-
ers, professors, artists, writers, photographers, or
anyone with special knowledge or skills related to
the park’s resources.

Day-long and even weekend-long courses could be
offered on many popular and challenging subjects
such as nature photography, bird identification, surf
ﬁshing, nature sketching, wildflower study, and
marine mammal watching. The association would
print and distribute a course-offering rmailer, secure
course accreditation through local colleges if de-
sired, handle enrollment and fee collection, monitor
the success of the courses, and pay an agreed-upon
percentage to the instructors.

In addition to supplying a new kind of quality
interpretive experience at little or no cost to the
department, such a program could raise funds for
other interpretive efforts and greatly enhance the
local public’s use and appreciation of Montana de
Oro State Park. Office space and a meeting place
would be needed and could possibly be set aside in
the environmental education camp/center.
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Interpretive Associations

The Natural History Association of San Luis Obispo
Coast, Inc., is the department’s official cooperating
association for California state parks along the San
Luis Obispo Coast. Since its founding in 1977, the
Natural History Association, with its 800 members,
has demonstrated tremendous initiative and a
willingness to support a diversity of programs in the
park. Headquartered at the Morro Bay Museum of
Natural History in Morro Bay State Park, the
association’s members provide most of the interpre-
tive programs for Montana de Oro State Park,
including off-site programs in schools. They con-
duct the training of new docents, produce interpre-
tive brochures and monthly newsletters, give nature
walks and interpretive talks, plan special events,
produce revenue for planned development and
programs, prepare exhibits, and maintain collec-
tions, to name a few of their activities. Over 150
members are active docents.

Montana de Oro State Park also has other cornmu-
nity support from organizations who occasionally
present interpretive programs. Among others, they
include the Morro Coast Audubon Society, Inc. and
the Sierra Club.
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Interpretive Collections

Montana de Oro State Park’s interpretive collections
should be maintained principally for display and
educational purposes, rather than for scientific
research. All collections should be professionally
documented and maintained.

The park needs to have a collections facility, where
objects can be properly cleaned, repaired, and
preserved in a safe environment. Appropriate envi-
ronmental controls, lighting, fire protection, and
security are essential for creating this safe environ-
ment. A study identifying interpretive collections
needs with recommendations for Montana de Oro
State Park will be developed to ensure the creation
of a safe environment.

Photographic collections will probably be the most
useful collection to the park interpreter. A thorough
photographic survey the natural and cultural re-
sources of Montana de Oro should be an ongoing
interpretive project. Early photographs of the
historic and natural resources of the unit should be
gathered, organized, documented, and preserved.
Good protective and easily retrievable slide and
print storage systems should be provided for the
originals.

Interpretive
Concessions

Appropriate concession
activities for Montana
de Oro State Park could
include concessions that
are interpretive in
nature. In addition, a
sales counter featuring
books, publications, and
other interpretive items
at the Spooner ranch
house visitor center
would be appropriate.

Guided walks and hikes are among the many interpretive
activities park personnel and docents offer to park visitors.
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Recommenda-
tions

The following ongoing
interpretive activities
should continue to be
encouraged:
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Guided walks,
demonstrations,
interpretive presen-
tations, and Junior
Ranger Programs
when projected
visitor participation
warrant these -
efforts.
Development and
updating of monthly
or seasonal visitor
activity guides; bird,
animal, and plant
lists; orientation bro-
chures, books, and
bibliographies high-
lighting the state
park’s resources.
Preparation of a
revised teacher’s
guide, with lesson
plans, to encourage
and facilitate visita-
tion by school
groups.

An active outreach
program.
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Development priority
should be given to the
interpretive activities
listed below:

* Fabrication and
installation and/or
maintenance of
orientation/
interpretive shelters
at the park en-
trance, turn-outs
along Pecho Valley
Road, Hazard Can-
yon Horse Camp,
the environmental
education camp/
center, the new
Hazard Canyon
Beach access area,
Bluff Trail parking,
the campfire center
at Islay Creek
Campground,
Spooner Cove,
Coon Creek trail-
head, and at the
trailheads of
various hiking and
eqquestrian trails.

A series of standard
size interpretive
panels based on the
themes described
and a seasonal rota-
tion program for
them.

An interpretive
plan for the
Spooner ranch
house visitor center.
A study with rec-
ommendations on
the unit's interpre-
tive collections
needs.

Interpretive exhibits
at the Spooner
ranch house visitor
center and collec-
tions storage
facilities as recom-
mended in the
interpretive collec-
tions needs study.

A reference library,
audio-visual room,
and study-collec-
tion storage at the
environmental
education camp/
center for use by
staff, docents, and
visitors.

New self-guiding
trails with accom-
panying brochures
focusing on the pre-
viously described
interpretive themes.
Audio-visual
programs based on
the previously
described interpre-
tive themes for use
in and outside the
park.

A new brochure for
the state park.

A field seminar
program to encour-
age the in-depth
study of Montana
de Oro’s resources.
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Concessions Element

The Concessions Element of the general plan
consists of an evaluation of existing and potential
concession activities, an inventory of additional
visitor services, and a statement of appropriate
concession policies and guidelines consistent with
the unit’s classification.

A Concessions Element is a required aspect of
general planning for all park units. The Public
Resources Code, Section 5080.02 et seq., describes
the manner in which concessions can be operated in
the State Park Systern.
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Definition Purpose
A concession is defined It is the department’s
as authority to permit policy to enter into con-
uses of State Park cession contracts for the
System lands and/or provision of services,
facilities for a specified products, facilities,
period of time. The programs, and manage-
intent is to ProVide the ment and / or visitor
public with goods, services that will
services, or facilities enhance visitor recrea-
that the department tional and educational
cannot provide as experiences as well as
conveniently or effi- safety and convenience.
ciently, or to permit Such concessions
limited uses of State should not create added
Park Systemlandsfor | financial burden on the
other purposes, compat® | state and, wherever
ible with the public possible, shall reduce
interest and consistent costs and/or generate
with the Public Re- revenues to aid in main-
sources Code. taining and expanding
the State Park System.
In carrying out this
policy, the department
must adhere to the
provisions of the Public
Resources Code that

forbid commercial ex-
ploitation of resources
and that limit the kinds
of improvements and
activities that are
allowed in certain types
of units.
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General Concession Policies

The following are general statements of concession’
policies for the State Park System:

Policy: Concession developments must be consistent
with the unit's purpose and classification, in conformance
with the unit's general plan and the Public Resources
Code.

Policy: Corncessions shall provide needed and appropri-
ate visitor services at a fair and reasonable price to users,
competitive with similar businesses outside park units,
and shall ensure the State Park System of an adequate
return.

Policy: Concessions shall avoid duplicating visitor
facilities or services that are adequately provided a short
distance outside the unit.

Policy: The deparfment encourages nonprofit corpora-
tions and small, ethnic, and racial minority-owned/oper-
ated businesses as concessionaires.

Policy: Concession proposals shall be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis as submitted to the deparfment to de-
terming whether such services are appropriate and will
expand visitor enjoyment,
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Existing and
Recommended
Concessions

Currently, Kern County
operates at Montana de
Oro State Park an envi-
ronmental education
camp, called “Camp
KEEP” {Kern Environ-
mental Education
Program), for Kemn
County school children.
The camp is located in
temporary, portable
facilities. The general
plan recommends _
establishing a permanent
environmental education
center, geared to educat-
ing children year round,
including a summer
camp. It is recom-
mended that the pro-
gram and facilities be
opened to a wider
audience through the
public bidding process in
accordance with Public
Resources Code sections
5080.03 et seq.

The plan does not
recommend any other
concessions because, at
present, there is no
recognized need. Many
retail services needed by
park visitors, such as
groceries or camping
supplies, are available in
the local communities
close to the park. Inter-
pretation can be aided by
nonprofit interpretive as-
sociations.

Specific commercial
retail proposals shall be
studied on a case-by-
case basis as submitted
to the department. At
this time it is not
possible to predict all
potential concession
activities. The eco-
nomic feasibility of
proposed concessions
shall be determined by
the Office of Economic
and Fiscal Affairs, with
participation and
review by Resource
Protection, Interpretive
Services, Development,
Operations, Acquisi-
tion, and Statewide
Planning. Final ap-
proval for development
and operation of a pro-
posed concession rests
with the director of the
Department of Parks
and Recreation.

The Kern County Office of
Education operates an
environmental education
camp program at
Montana de Oro for Kern
County school children.

Concassions Efement
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Operations Element

The Operations Element defines how the opera-
tions staff will carry out its responsibilities to_
operate and care for the park, protect the resources,
serve park visitors, provide interpretive opportu-
nity, enforce the law, ensure proper park use, and
maintain facilities.

The Operations Element outlines broad operational
goals for the unit. It assesses the impact of the plan’s
proposed resource management policies and land
use and facilities proposals on the unit’s existing
operations. It identifies existing and potential
operations problems and strategies for solution.

Operations Element
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Operations
Organization

The operational respon-
sibilities are carried out
by unit personnel, who
are organized within
the Central Sector of the
San Luis Obispo Coast
District. The district
superintendent super-
vises the three sectors
and reports to the
regional director of the
Central Coast Region in
Monterey. At the unit
level, operating func-
tions are divided into
visitor and maintenance
services, while adminis-
trative services are
provided at the district
level.
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Existing Operations

This unit has been operated as a state park since its
establishment in 1964. The park receives nearly
450,000 visitors annually, a substantial portion of
them from the local community. Permanent and
seasonal staff operate the park.

Docents assist in park operations by disseminating
park information at the park office/visitor center on
weekends and during peak visitor-use periods. Do-
cents also offer a wide variety of interpretive activi-
ties to park visitors year round, augmenting those
provided by park staff.

Park Operations Organization Structure

. District Suprintendent
:San Luls Oblspo Coast District:

Special
Considerations

Public Protection

Because of population
growthin the area, the
park’s proximity to
Highways 1 and 101,
ease of travel from the
Los Angeles and San
Francisco Bay areas,
and limited park staff,
law enforcemenit in the
park is a constant
challenge. The proxim-
ity of residentiai
communities bordering
the park requires that
park law enforcement
staff monitor park
boundaries for trespass,
off-highway vehicle
use, fire hazards, and
other illegal activities.
The lack of a controlled
access contributes to
crimes relating to
alcohol, drugs, and
theft; more serious
crimes are also a con-
stant concerr.
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Maintenance and
Housekeeping

Care and upkeep of this
unit is provided by
maintenance staff
whose reporting work
location is Morro Bay
State Park. The primary
workload revolves
around campground
and day-use area main-
tenance, extensive trail
maintenance, mainte-
nance of park roads,
maintenance of bound-
ary fences along critical
dune and kangaroo rait
habitat, an extensive
sign program, and
facility maintenance of
the historic Spooner
ranch house/park
office. Distance from
the primary work
reporting location and
limited staff resources
restrict the delivery of
these services.

Community
Interest

Montana de Oro State
Park is heavily used by
the local community for
a wide variety of
recreational activities
ranging from hang-
gliding and scuba
diving to nature study
and hiking. The local
community takes a very
strong interest in
activities and facilities
in the park and any
change in park opera-
tions or administrative
policy that affects
public use. Park
management must
endeavor to maintain
open lines of informa-
tion and communica-
tion with local govern-
mental staffs and
elected officials, as well
as citizen groups
representing the varied
interests of the commu-

nity.

Public Safety

The safety of visitors to
Montana de Oro State
Park is a prime concern.
Because of the predomi-
nantly natural condition
of the park and its
many resources,
hazards exist and
accidents do occur.
Much of the park is
reachable only by foot
or horseback, with
limited four-wheel-
drive access to the
coastline and sandspit
area. Responses to such
varied emergencies as
boating and swimming
accidents, cliff rescues,
wildland fires, and
traffic accidents require
trained staff. The park
staff regularly practices
and formally develops
their skills for such
emergencies, Emer-
ZENCY response proce-
dures have been devel-
oped and are periodi-
cally tested by park staff
and allied agencies.

The Department of
Parks and Recreation
will continue to monitor
aquatic recreation
activity in order to
provide adequate safety
services.

Utility
Emergencies

There is an ever-present
danger of a radiological
release from the nearby
Diablo Canyon Nuclear
Power Plant. Montana
de Oro State Park’s
southern boundary
joins with Pacific Gas
and Electric’s Field
Ranch property. Pecho
Valley Road, a desig-
nated evacuation route
from the nuclear power
facility, bisects the
length of the state park.
In case of emergency,
park staff would have
to implement emer-
gency procedures that
are identified in a com-
prehensive evacuation
plan. The plan requires
coordination of park
units and allied agen-
cies within the central
coast geographical area.
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Off-Highway
Vehicles

Off-highway vehicle
activity in the park has
been an ongoing
problem, particularly
along the northern
boundary, in Morro Bay
kangaroo rat habitat
area and on sandspit
dunes. Access is
through adjacent resi-
dential developments.
Signing and persistent
enforcement of laws
governing off-road
vehicle operation have —
helped control the prob-
lem, but increased
boundary signing,
fencing of critical
habitat, and additional
park staff are needed to
cope with the problem.
The park staff is con-
tinuing its efforts to
control resource dam-
age to Shark’s Inlet,
Morro Bay kangaroo rat
habitat, and dune
complex areas caused
by illegal off-road and
four-wheel-drive ve-
hicular activity.
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Easements and
Rights-of-Way

Pacific Gas and Electric
Company retains
easement rights for a
portion of Pecho Valley
Road for access to its
property and for
evacuation from the
Diable Canyon Nuclear
Power Plant. The
telephone companies
maintain an easement
for the trans-Pacific
telephone cable diago-
nally across the park via
Hazard Canyon, as well
as local line easements
parailel to Pecho Valley
Road. These access
needs have to be care-
fully coordinated and
controlled to prevent
destruction of resource
values and possible
disruption of visitor
activities.

Jurisdictions

The operation of
Montana de Oro State
Park depends on the
maintenance of close
working relationships
between the department
and agencies with con-
current or overlapping
jurisdictions. The
district superintendent
coordinates with
federal, state, and
county, and city gov-
ernments and elected
officials to maintain
open lines of commwuni-
cation to ensure that
problems and conflicts
can be anticipated and
avoided.

Trail Program

Montana de Oro State
Park contains a heavily
used and complex trail
system. Because of
heavy local involve-
ment by hikers, horse-
back riders, and moun-
tain bike enthusiasts,
the trail system is
subjected to year-round
intensive use. Some
conflicts have occurred
between user groups.
Additionally, many of
the trails were formerly
ranch roads or of a
design inconsistent with
recognized trail stan-
dards, resulting in
substantial maintenance
costs and resource dam-
age. Maintenance of
trails is currently
achieved primarily by
inmate contract labor
and volunteers.
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Volunteer
Management

The size and complexity
of the unit limit the
ability of the park staff
to meet the public’s
demand for services.
An active volunteer
management program
has been developed
through the growth of
the Morro Bay Natural
History Association.
The volunteers provide
weekend coverage at
the Spooner ranch
house visitor center/.
park office, and a wide
variety of interpretive
and maintenance
activities in the park
year round.

Horse Patrol
Program

The horse patrol
program at Montana de
Oro State Park is
currently approached in
several ways. State-
owned horses are
assigned to rangers for
use in patrolling trails
and heavy-use areas.
The Coast Mounted
Assistance Unit, an
organized volunteer
equestrian group,
provides visitor infor-
mation, trail assistance,
and support to the park
through their activities.

Prescribed Burn
Program

Operations staff is
currently involved in
periodic prescribed
burns in an effort to
restore fire to its natural
role in the environment.
Significant staff time is
devoted to planning
and conducting these
burns. Fireisan
important element in
improving Morro Bay
kangaroo rat habitat,
maintaining the natural
plant species, and
enhancing the rare and
endangered plant
species, while limiting
the advance of invasive
exotic plants.

Resource
Management
Projects

Because of the large
amount of acreage, the
diverse and critical
nature of much of the
habitat, and pressure
from year-round public
visitation, resource
management in the unit
is a primary concern.
Degradation of cultural
and natural resources is
an ongoing problem in
spite of ranger patrols.
Resource projects such
as eucalyptus removal
and containment,
revegetation of the
sandspit dune area, the
fencing and periodic
controlled burning of
Morro Bay kangaroo rat
habitat, and ongoing
trail rehabilitation and
maintenance require a
major commitment of
funds and staff. Much
of this work remains to
be done with additional
staff and new funding
sources.
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Montana de Oro State
Park was established to
preserve for the people
of California a part of
their once pristine and
abundant California
coastline and landscape,
and to provide for the
public use, enjoyment,
and understanding of
the park.

Operational
Goals and
Implementation

The preceding list of
special considerations
includes problems and
issues undergoing
current resolution.
Some problems are
outside the existing
budgeted scope and
ability of the depart-
ment to resolve. As the
general plan is imple-
mented and new facili-
ties are developed,
additional public visita-
tion and new demands
on limited resources
will result.
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Facility Development

Development and maintenance of additional park
facilities presents a significant increase in operations
responsibility. Significant expansion will include
operation and maintenance of a contact station on
Pecho Valley Road, upgrading of the current camp-
ground and construction of a second campground
(50-75 units} at Hazard Canyon, improvement of
day-use facilities at Hazard Canyon Horse Camp,
Coon Creek, and Spooner Cove, new beach access
and day-use parking for the sandspit, new beach
parking at Hazard Canyon, and the development of
the Spooner ranch house into an operational visitor
center.

The effects of the above developments will be to
increase the year-round visitation to the point where
services cannot be provided to the public with the
existing staff and operating funds. Additionally,
state responsibility for maintenance of Pecho Valley
Road and construction of a new roadway to beach
access parking near Army Road will require a
maintenance capability not currently available with
existing district maintenance budgets and staff.
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Resource Management

Natural resource protection, management, and
restoration are, and will continue to be, a major
function of park staff at Montana de Oro State Park.
The Resource Element identifies a number of major
resource management projects and programs that
are needed to meet the operations responsibilities
for management, as set forth in the Public Resources
Code. Some of the most important programs are
dune stabilization and revegetation, Morro Bay
kangaroo rat habitat protection and restoration, and
restoration of native vegetation, endangered species
habitat, and natural fire cycles through prescribed
burning, trespass control, erosion control, and
eucalyptus containment and removal. The protec-
tion of cultural and archeological sites is also of
great importance. Staff coordination and support
will be a prerequisite to the successful administra-
tion of these programs. Protecting these resources
and educating the public and staff to the sensitive
and nonrenewable nature of cultural resources will
be a continuing challenge to management.

Public
Environmental
Education
Center

The Kern County
Environmental Educa-
tion Center (Camp
KEEP) currently
provides a year-round
educational experience
for thousands of
children primarily from
the Central Valley. This
plan calls for the further
development of the
education center into a
facility open to other
educational and public
institutions as well.
This upgrade of facili-
ties will result in
additional facility
maintenance and staff
overview, causing an
additional workload for
park and district
administrative staff.
The department also
expects that construc-
tion, operating costs,
and ongoing mainte-
nance of the facility will
be covered inan
operating agreement
with an outside agency.

Trails
Management

The trails program at
Montana de Oro State
Park has been discussed
in the Special Consid-
erations section of this
Operations Element. It
should be noted that
most trails in the unit
predate establishment
of the park and were
originally designed for
purposes other than
recreation and without
regard for subsequent
erosion and resource
damage. A major
portion of this Opera-
tions Element identifies
the need to realign and
reconstruct designated
trails. Existing trail
maintenance already
places a heavy burden
on district resources,
and the allocation of
additional funding will
be required to maintain
new trails. Expanded
interagency agreements
with forestry and
correctional crews and
initiation of an ex-
panded volunteer trails
program will be pur-
sued. Mountain bikes
will be limited to
service roads in an
attempt to control
erosion problems and
conflicts with other trail
users until a compre-
hensive trail manage-
ment plan is prepared.

Operations Elament
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Volunteerism

+  Natural History

and Docent
Associations

Under the auspices of
the Morro Bay Natural
History Association, a
docent interpretive or-
ganization is active in
providing a wide
variety of interpretive
services. Development
of the day-use areas,
improvement of trails,
development of the
campgrounds, and
more formalized utiliza-
tion of the Spooner
ranch house as a visitor
center will substantially
increase the need for
personal services. We
anticipate that the vol-
unteer community will
grow in response to
new service opportuni-
ties.
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=  Mounted
Assistance Unlt

The park has an active
volunteer equestrian
unit known as the Coast
Mounted Assistance
Unit. Radio equipment,
separate from that
available for law
enforcement use, must
be obtained to provide
for a safe and effective
mounted assistance
program. New park
facilities will increase
the need for adequate
communications,

« Camp Host
Program

The department’s Camp
Host program has been
effective in reducing
campground theft,
vandalism, and related
illegal and/or undesir-
able activities, thereby
releasing both mainte-
nance and ranger
personnel for more
critical park problems.
The use of additional
Camp Host positions is
anticipated with the de-
velopment of the
Hazard Canyon camp-
ground.

o Trail
Maintenance
Volunteers

Park and district staff
continue to obtain the
necessary tools and
materials sufficient to
maintain and repair
identified trail projects.
Labor will be provided
by volunteer groups
such as the Sierra Club,
school groups, and
equestrian and moun-
tain bike organizations,
as well as inmates, with
park staff providing
supervision and exper-
tise. Expansion of this
prograrn is anticipated
given the increasing
demand for limited trail
space by diverse and
occasionally conflicting
user groups and the
limited ability of the
department to provide
this service. Augmenta-
tion of this program
with additional staff
and funding will there-
fore be required.
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Unresolved Issues

Despite efforts to resolve all issues that cur-
rently or potentially affect the future of Montana de
Oro State Park, some issues remain unresolved. The
general plan makes several recommendations
regarding the addition of certain lands to the park.
However, the future disposition of these lands is
unknown and may negatively impact the park, its
values, and/or implementation of the general plan's
proposals. For example, PG&E's plans for the Field
Ranch south of the park are unknown. Private sale
or development of this property may mean in-
creased non-park-related traffic on Pecho Valley
Road through Montana de Oro, as well as a number
of other adverse affects. However, it is not possible
at this time to determine appropriate park protection
measures.
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Field Ranch

Recent legislation required the department to
prepare a report on the feasibility of acquiring the
Field Ranch, or portions of it, for Montana de Oro
State Park. Since the report was initiated, the
property was sold to Pacific Gas and Electric as an
addition to its Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant.
PG&E is now evaluating the property to determine
which lands it needs for safety and security pur-

poses.

The department currently has no funds available for
acquisition of any Field Ranch lands. However, it
may be possible for the department to temporarily
operate a portion of the ranch for the mutual benefit
of the owner and the public. The department is
attempting to pursue this-possibility with PG&E;
however, pending the results of its evaluation,

PG&E has made no commitments to the department.

The feasibility report prepared by the department
recommends priorities for fee acquisition of portions
of the Field Ranch which the general plan supports.
These are listed in order (higher to lower) below,
along with the general plan’s recommendations for
land use classifications should these lands be
acquired. Any lands acquired will require prepara-
tion of a detailed resource inventory that may alter
these proposed land use classifications and will help
to determine subsequent resource management.
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A 1,270-acre portion of the Coon Creek
watershed.

These lands should be added to the Coon
Creek/Islay Creek primitive/roadless zone
identified in the Land Use Element of the
general plan.

Point Buchon marine terrace and its
viewshed (1,475 acres).

These lands should be designated an open
space/scenic zone, providing public access to
the beach at the mouth of Coon Creek. This
addition would also make it feasible to obtain a
long-term lease of the Point Buchon Reef

area (part of the Hazard Reef formation) as part
of a highly desirable underwater park. Owner-
ship of the adjacent terrestrial shoreline is a pre-
requisite to obtaining a long-term lease from the
State Lands Commission.

Loop trail corridor right-of-way/easement
across other portions of the ranch.

Trall right-of-way easement from Montana de
Oro to Port San Luis across PG&E lands.
This would allow completion of an important
segment of the proposed California Coastal
Trail.

All other Fleld Ranch lands outside the
power plant’s safety/security zone.

These lands should be managed for noninten-
sive recreation use. More specific land use des-
jgnations and resource management policies
would require a detailed resource inventory of
these lands.
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Pecho Valley Road

For most of its distance through the park, Pecho
Valley Road is county owned. Implementation of
one of the general plan’s recommendations — devel-
opment of a park entrance and contact station to
provide control of access in and out of the park for
resource and visitor protection — depends on
acquisition of the road right-of-way. Without it,
visitor and vehicle control and revenue collection
would be inefficient. Alternative solutions include
development of a controlled access and contact
station at each of the park’s major use areas, requir-
ing that one person be used to staff each contact
station.

Pecho Valley Road
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Environmental Impact
Element

The Environmental Impact Element serves as the
environmental impact report required by the
California Environmental Quality Act and

the state EIR guidelines.

The Environmental Impact Element incorporates by
reference the other elements of the general plan, as
the Project Description and the Description of the
Existing Environment. It should be recognized that
the level of detail of the Environmental Impact
Element is commensurate with that of the general
plan. As site-specific development and resource
management plans are proposed, they will be
subject to further environmental review, and the
appropriate environmental documents will be
prepared, if necessary.

This Environmental Impact Element covers the
proposals for resource management and protection,
land use, and facility development.

Following preparation of the Preliminary General
Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Report, the
document was circulated for public review. The
department responded to public comments and
recommended changes to the Preliminary General
Plan. The Preliminary General Plan together with
the Response to Comments constituted the Final En-
vironmental Impact Report presented to, certified,
and approved by the State Park and Recreation
Comimission in June 1988. The public comments
and department's response to these comments are
included in Appendix D. The changes recom-
mended by the department and approved by the
Commission have been incorporated into the text of
this document, the final general plan.
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Project Description

See the Resource, Land Use, Facilities, and Interpre-
tive Elements.

Description of Existing
Environment

See the Resource, Land Use, and Facilities Elements.
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Significant Environmental Effects

» The expansion of trails at Montana de Oro State
Park could accelerate soil erosion and result in
vegetation loss through removal in construction and
incidental destruction by the public. Sixteen rare or
endangered plant species have been identified at
Montana de Oro State Park.

 Trail and facility construction could impact
archeological and significant fragile fossil resources.

¢ Increased public use of the Morro Bay sandspit
could lead to dune destabilization. Inland transpor-
tation of sand would increase. The rate of sediment
deposition in Morro Bay would increase. The extent
of the contribution of inland sand transport from the
Morro Bay sandspit to the sedimentation of Morro
Bay is unknown.

¢ Montana de Oro State Park contains some of the
historical habitat range of the state and federally
listed endangered Morro Bay kangaroo rat. The
proposed beach access will replace the current
access within the prime range; however, the pro-
posed access, although on the edge of the prime
habitat area, is still within the historic range.

e The removal of exotic plant species may have an
adverse visual impact and may expose soils to
accelerated erosion until native vegetation is rees-
tablished.

* Increased public use could lead to increased fire
hazard, particularly in the backcountry part of
Montana de Oro State Park.

¢ Increased public use could adversely affect the
habitat of rare or endangered animal species. In
addition to the Morro Bay kangaroo rat, the Califor-
nia least tern and the Morro shoulderband snail
have been identified within Montana de Oro State
Park. The least tern is facing extinction and is sensi-
tive to disturbance of its nesting colonies.

» Increased public use will require additional
water supplies. Assuming full development and full
occupation, the water requirement will increase by
approximately 5,000 to 7,000 gallons per day.
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Unavoidable Environmental
Effects

Removal of vegetation, construction and mainte-
nance of roads and trails, and creation of impervious
surface areas will accelerate soil erosion in those dis-
turbed areas.

Mitigation Measures

¢ All excavation proposals will be reviewed by de-
partment historians and /or archeologists. Excava-
tions or ground disturbances in known culturally
sensitive areas will be monitored. If any cultural
resources are accidentally uncovered during devel-
opment, all work will cease until the site has been
checked by an archeglogist or historian and appro-
priate mitigation is developed.

¢ New or replacement utility lines, where they
could be visual intrusions, will be installed under-
ground next to roads, where possible.

¢ Facilities will be sited to reduce vegetation loss.

* The department will maintain a prescribed burn
program to reduce excessive fuel accumulations and
to restore fire to its natural role in the ecosystem at
Montana de Oro State Park. During periods of
extreme fire hazard, certain uses or activifies, such
as campfires, may be curtailed or restricted in the
unit,

» Trail alignments will be selected and developed
with the cooperation of resource specialists, unit
staff, and user groups to reduce soil erosion, vegeta-
tion loss, and degradation of cultural values.

* A fire management plan will be developed for
Montana de Oro State Park to reduce resource
impacts from fire suppression activities, such as the
grading to create firebreaks or emergency access for
fire-fighting vehicles.

¢ A beach access trail will be developed at
Montana de Oro State Park to reduce dune erosion
or instability. The creation of a designated trail,

along with appropriate pedestrian traffic channeling
structures, can reduce the development of “volun-
teer” trails. The beach access trail alignment will be
selected taking wind direction and vegetation
patterns into consideration.

* Destabilized dune areas will be revegetated with
species indigenous to the unit.

© In aneffort to maintain and promote native
plant species and habitats, exotic plant species will
be eradicated. Those areas where exotic plant
species have been eradicated will be revegetated
with species indigenous to the unit or area. Euca-
lyptus trees identified as overwintering roost for the
monarch butterfly will be retained until native
vegetation is of sufficient size to support the over-
wintering monarch butterflies.

¢ The department will survey the unit for Califor-
nia least tern nesting sites. If any nests are found,
steps will be taken to protect the nests, including
posting and restriction of public use around the
nesting areas.

¢ The beach access area for the Morro sandspit
will be relocated to reduce the human disturbance of
the Morro Bay kangaroo rat habitat.

* Low-flow water heads and toilets will be used to
reduce the water requirements.
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Alternatives

Several alternative facility development configura-
tions and levels of development were considered
and presented to the public during the evolution of
the proposed plan. The alternatives considered, but
not selected as the proposed plan, are discussed here
along with the no-project alternative. The alterna-
tives of less or more intensive development are not
ruled out with the adoption of the general plan. The
general plan is only a guideline for development.
Additional or more intensive development may be
possible to a minor degree, within the environ-
mental constraints and general plan guidelines, to
meet increased or changing recreational demands.
Conversely, in preparation of site development
plans, previously unknown environmental con-
straints may require lessintensive development.
The facility development proposals indicate what is
estimated to be an acceptable range.
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» No-Project
Alternative

The no-project alterna-
tive would leave the de-
velopment and resource
management of the unit
in its current state.
Uncontrolled and
poorly located access to
the Morro Bay sandspit
would continue, with
adverse impacts to the
dune vegetation and
wildlife habitat. Recrea-
tional opportunities
would be curtailed by
the lack of adequate fa-
cilities for parking and
access. Plant communi-
ties dependent on peri-
odic fires may be lost.
Exotic plant species
may continue to dis-
place native plants.

« Alternative Sites

Facilities could be placed
at different sites. Re-
source constraints limit
the area available for
development; therefore,
relocating a facility or
use to a different site
would displace the pro-
posed use or facility. For
example, a campground
could be developed at
the Coon Creek area, but
this would probably
preclude any significant
day-use development.
Resource impacts may
be approximately the
same; however, existing
use patterns would be
disrupted.
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Relationship Between Short-Term
Uses and Maintenance or
Enhancement of Long-Term

Productivity

The proposed long-term and short-term use is
preservation and recreation. The resources will be
protected, and should another use prove more bene-
ficial and critical to the public than preservation, the
resources will be available. There is no intent to
enhance potential productivity; the natural resource
value may be improved through resource manage-
ment programs such as native plant revegetation or
dune stabilization.

Irreversible Environmental
Changes

No new land areas or natural resources will be
irreversibly committed with implementation of the
plan. Development proposals generally involve
areas of previous impact or suitability for develop-
ment, and the nature of the development is such that
it could be removed and the sites returned to a near
predevelopment condition. Only the building
materials and the energy consumed in construction,
operation, and maintenance may be considered an
irreversible commitment of resources.

Growth-Inducing Impacts

There will be a minor growth-inducing impact due
to increased recreational capacity and staffing.
Changing recreational use patterns and population
growth will more likely have a greater effect on the
level of recreational use. Increased recreational
capacity may influence demand for support facilities
such as service stations, grocery stores, restaurants,
and sports equipment outlets. However, the impact
is not expected to be significant given the level of the
proposed facility development; most of the facility .
development is proposed to enhance or better
accommodate existing use. The potential increased
use relative to the existing regional supply of visitor
support facilities is relatively small. The demands
created by staff increases would be typical of resi-
dential needs (schools, hospitals, etc.), and would be
minor.

Effects Found Not Significant

¢ Noise levels should not significantly increase.
Traffic will generally be confined to Pecho Valley
Road.

» Traffic volumes should not significantly in-
crease.

* The proposed development will create new im-
pervious surface areas which will alter the rate and
timing of runoff. However, in comparison to the
total watershed area, the increase will be insignifi-
cant.

¢ Sewage and waste production and fuel con-
sumption will rise proportionally with the increase
in public use.

Environmental Impact Elernent

153




154 Environmental Impact Element



Selected References

Selected References

California Department of Finance, Population Research Unit. Projected Total
Population of California Counties July 1, 1985 to July 1, 2020, Report 86
P-1. December 1986.

California Department of Parks and Recreation. California Recreation Demand:
1980-2000. April 11, 1986.

California Department of Parks and Recreation. California State Park System
Plan 1980. September 1979.

California Department of Parks and Recreation. “Resource Inventory, Montana
de Oro State Park.” Sacramento: Department of Parks and Recreation,
Natural Heritage and Cultural Heritage Sections, Resource Protection
Division. September 1986.

California Polytechnic State University. Resource Inventory, Marine Life:
Cayucos State Beach, Morro Strand State Beach, Atascadero State Beach,
Morro Bay State Park, Montana de Oro State Park. San Luis Obispo:
California Polytechnic State University, Biological Sciences Department.
December 1986.

Gates, Dorothy L. and Jane H. Bailey. Morro Bay’s Yesterdays: Vignettes of Our
City’s Lives and Times. Morro Bay: El Morro Publications. 1982,

Gerdes, Gene L., Edward R. J. Primbs, and Bruce M. Browning, “The Natural
Resources of Morro Bay: Their Status and Future,” Coastal Wetland
Series #8. State of California, Department of Fish and Game. August
1974.

Grant, Campbell. “Chumash: Introduction,” Handbook of North American

Indians: California, Vol. 8. Robert Heizer, vol. ed. Washington: Smith-
sonian Institution. 1978.

Greenwood, Roberta 5. “Obispenc and Purisimeno Chumash,” Handbook of
North American Indians: California, Vol. 8. Robert Heizer, vol. ed.
Washington: Smithsonian Institution.

Kroeber, A. L. Handbook of the Indians of California. Berkeley: California Book
Company Ltd. 1953.

Morro Coast Audubon Society, Inc. The Birds of San Luis Obispo County,
California. 1985.

Selectad Referonces 155



Selected References

156

Selected References

Robinson, W. W. The Story of San Luis Obispo County. San Luis Obispo:
Insurance and Trust Co. 1957.

Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History Education Center. California’s
Chumash Indians. Santa Barbara: John Dantel, publisher. 1986.

Sudia, Dr. Theodore W. “Recreational Carrying Capacity of the National Parks,”
Guideline, Vol. 3, No. 3. May/June 1973.

Swanson, Richard L. Morro Bay, Los Osos Oaks, and Montana de Ore Teacher's

Guide: Part 1: Before and After the Field Trip. Department of Parks and
Recreation. October 1976.

Tays, George. “Morro Bay State Park, State Park No. 52,” History of California
State Parks. Vernon Aubrey Neasham, ed. Works Progress Administra-
tion Official Project #465-03-3-133. Ms. Berkeley: State of California,
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks. 1937,

Wieman, Harold. Morro Bay Meanderings. Second ed. San Luis Obispo: Padre
Productions. 1984.

Wieman, Harold. Nature Walks on the San Luis Coast. San Luis Obispo: Padre
Productions. 1980.




Appendix A

Appendix A:
User Survey and
Newsletters

Appendix A consists of the user survey distrib-
uted at the Morro Bay Area State Park System Units
between Memorial Day and Labor Day 1986 and
four newsletters prepared as part of the general plan
process to inform the public and solicit comments.
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State of California — The Rezources Agancy
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS ANC RECREATION

SAN LUIS OBISPG COAST DISTRICT ey ns®

hall

Y

e
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The California Department of Parks and Recreation is deveioping long-range plans for the management of the units of the State Parks
System in the Morro Bay area. As part of this process we wauld like 10 know.more about the peopie who use these parks and what needs
to be done to improve the quaiity of your recreation experiences. Pleate complete this questionnaire and sither return it to a park

employee or mail it back to us. THANK YOU!
ABOUT YQU AND YOUR THAVEL?

1.  Which park unit are you vititing today? (If you
are visiting mors than one park, please uss
additionsl questionnaires. Plancs use only one
questionnasire per park unit},

J Montana de Qro Stats Park
T Atascadero State Seach

O Morro 8ay State Park
CMorro Strand State Saach
(Jtos Osos Oaks State Resarve
HCayucos State Beach

2. How aften do you visit this park?
3 This js-first visit
13-4 times a weak or more
31-3 timas 3 week
2.3 times 3 month
O Onee a month
[31-5 times a year

3. How long does your visit usuaily lest?
[ Less than an hour A few days
I Less than a day {JOne week or mere
{JOvernight

4,  In what city and state do you live?

Your age?

What is your primary destination on this trip?
J This area is it

[ San Simeon/Big Sur/Monteray

O Santa Cruz/San Francisco and further north
[ Central Valley and furthar east

O Los Angeies and further south

7. Where did you stay overnight?
O Montana de Qro State Park
1 Morro Bay State Park
0 Atascadero Srate Beach
OTown of Morre Bay
OLos Osos/San Luis Obispo/Baywood Park
JSan Simeon/Cambria
Clother

How many nights?____

3.  What typs of sccommodations did you use?
CMotel O Tent OrRrv
O Bed & Breakfast O Friend's Home [J

8. How many pecpie are in your party?

10. How did you arrive at the park?

O car Ogike TOnfoer [JBus CRav

1.

12,

3.

14.

WHY DQ YOU COME TO THIS PARK?

Indicate oniy those sctivities below that intarest you and
which you would want to have emphasized within the park
{use a scale of 1 1o 10, with 1 being of the most interest

0 youl.

wWalking —Golfing

- Hiking —Swimming

- Bicydling ~— Sunbathing
—Jogging —Beachcombing
—Harseback riding —3urfing
—Mountain biking —Saiiing
—Picnicking ——S0ating
—Camping —~=Fishing
—Photography —Visiting Museum
—-MNature observation —-Docent Program
~Birdwatching wOthers

What do you think is special about this park? (Use 2 scaie
of 110 10, with 1 being the best, ee.)

—uiet —Frignds
—Scanery —Beach
—Natura —Relaxation
—At’s maarby —WNeather
—caan —Dthers

—Retcreationai Opportunities ___

What uniqus or fragils resources known to you at this park
requirs tpecisl cam or protaction?

VISITOR SERVICES & FACILITIES?

Do you think additionsl or incraased visitor services/
tacilities are nesdsd? Oyes Cno

1f yas, rate the items below iting ascale of G 10 5 {0
being no incresse/addition, 5 being the greatest need
for an incresss/sddition).

—Hiking Trail ~—=Interprative Canter
—=Bicyele Trail —Envirnmnt. Educ. Cntr,
—Mountain Bike Trail —Junior Ranger Program
—~Jogging Trail ~=Tent Campground
==Horse Trail —RV Campdround
~lnterpretive Traii w—Hike-ln Campground
—-Bike Rental Facility —Bike-ln Camp

—Horse Rentai Facility —Group Campground

_Horse Staging Ares
__Shurtle Bus System
—Comfaet Stauoa
—Snack Bar

_Family Pienic Sitas
—Group Plenic Ares area

—Camgfire Cantar
—Sanitation Station
—Camp Store
—Others
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15. Whan you visit thix park, do you want to be provided 19, What kind of plsce do you think this park should be?
mors information on: ’

O Cultural features {Native American history, Mexican
California, ranching, ate.}

] Naturai features (dunes, morros, vegesation, wildlife, etc.)

[ Recreational opportunities {other parks in area,
activities, ete.}

{0 No additional interpeatstion/information nesded

20, Pleass use this space for any additional commants you
WHAT KIND OF A PARK SHOULD THIS BE? would like to make,

"16. 'What is your geaerst philosophy sbout the use of land
xt this park?

£ Minimum developmant, presarve tha resources

[J Leave the park the way itis

{0 Provide mors recruation opportunities

3 Maximurm deveiopment while praserving the resources

17.  What detracts from yourvisit to this park?

{J Nothing 0 Traffic

I Not engugh visitor facilities ) Vandalism

{J Park land area too small COWeather

O Not snough recreation O Litter THANKS AGAIN FOA YOUR FARTICIPATION?
opportunities OToo crowded

O Many sress inscesssible Ciard to get to I you would like to be on our mailing list for future

CJCommercislism CIOther planciing activities or for resuits of this survey, pleasa

O Overcevsioped provide your rame and mailing address,

18. ‘What is the single most important change of improvement,
if any, you would like to see at this park?

NQ POSTAGE
' MNECESEARY

1E MAILED

- IN THE
BUSINESS REPLY MAIL UNITED STATES

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO, 45380 SACRAMENTO, CALIF.

POSTAGE WILL 3E PAID 8Y ADDRAESSEE

CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
P.0. BOX 2380
SACRAMENTO, CA 95811

ATTENTION: JILL VANNEMAN

“ll‘lIIIIIIIIIIIII"II!IlIIIlIIIII‘I'III‘I|'IIIII!I
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The General Plan Newsistter
1ssue One November 1986

irst Public Meeting

phnrﬁuttseﬁ:&mntth&MamBayArea‘stam arkunh". R

May 1987. The final documant will
General Plan rescurces of the parks. be submitted to the Stata Park and
U d » idontfy existing and future | Recreation Commission in Spring
n erway problems and provide solutions. 1988. There, 100, you will have an
= determine fand usa, park | opportunity io comment onthe plan.
. davelopmant, and visitor activities
The Cafifornia Department of Parks | which are compatible with the
and Recreation is devaloping a plan | Parkand sumounding areas. ReSOU rce
to guide tha futura of the state park | * dstarming the potential
units In the Momo Bay Ares: anvironme_mal impgcts of the land Elem ent
gtascadero State Beach, Moo usasandu;x:imtl i;:g\l'ﬂf& -
trand State Boeach, Morre Ba = astablish po or maintenance H
Stato, Park, Montana de O Staty | and operaton . protecton ana | AVailable
Park and Los Osos Oaks State | presarvation of the rasources,
Raserve. davelopmert of facilities and
intarpratation of rasourca vaiues. Qurng the last year resource
Tha purpase of the plan wilt be to spacialists from the Departmant of
provide gqonaral gQuidelines for | Thrmughout the ganeral plan | Parks and Racreation inventaried
management of the resources and | procass, the public is a vital member | the rasourcas of the Moro Bay Area
development of facilitias at the | of the planning tsam. Your | stals park units and wrota drait
parks. Tha general plan for thesa | participation is requesied at the | Resourca Elamants (the first section
unfts will serva as a flaxible, | public workshops to ba held during | of the ganaral plan documant). The
comprehensiva and lang-range | tha next year. At our first mesting | Resourca Elements summarize the
planning document. To do !his | we need your help in identifying | Resourca Inventorias and sat forth |
elfactively the general plan | issues and concems: what | specific policies for the proper
must; ) racraation’ oppotunities ara | management and protection of each
+ identify tha cultural and natural

needed, what facilities you would

lice doveiopad, what lands should
ramain in thelr natural condition, and

which natural, historical and cultural -

values should be enhanced or
interprated.  How can our parks be
irnprovedtcmeet your naads; what
is good and bad about their
operation and management?

Park planners will use this
information 0 develop several
altemnative plans to be prasented to
you at a secord workshop In
February 1987. Thare you will ba
asked to evaluate the aftamatives
and help formulate a singie plan,
Cur staff will then refine the single
planinto a draft ganaral plan foryour
reviaw at a third pubiic mesting in

unil's natural, cultural, scenic, and
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| General Plan Newslatter | -

recreational resources, This part of day-useqwurs. espaciaily by local rasidents, whare the visitars make no
the general plan is written first so | contactwiththe entranca stations orcampgrounds wiara the surveys were
that it can act as a guida for | distributed. Wa hapa thatinput from local residants attending the public
devaloping other alements of the waorkshops to be heid inthe next few manths will giva us a mara complete

. plan. pictura of park use.
Kaey portions of the Rasource Atnscadarn Morro 8ay  Montans  Los Osos !
Elements will ba discussed at the 38 §P deCOro OGP OQaks SR
public meeting on Novembe_r 12. | 1, Which park unit are you visiting today?
Copies of the document will be TOTALRESPONSES: 1189 190 719 252 28

availgble far public myiew at the
meeting or may be mviswed during : 2, How often do you visit this pam? t

the month -of MNovamber at the 20% 48%, 30% gg% i
Dapartmant of Parks and Recraation 1etmeshen 1% 4 o i
San Luis Obispo Coast District Onca/marh 3% 1% 2% 4%
2-3times/manth - 1% 8% -
Office (3340 Souih Higuera Strast,
San Luis Oblspo) ar the Mormo Bay 1-3 times/weak 1% 1% 5% 4% :
l Museum of Natural Histcry at Momo 3-4 timesiwaak 1% - 2% %
Bay State Park. . - No rasponse - - 3% -

3. How long dmyourvlaitusuaﬂylast?
Alewdays 47% B4% 55% -
Oveamight 43% 20% 14% -

One weak/mara 5% 9% 13% -

User Su rvey Lesahour 1%  13% @ 1% 21%
Lasv/iday 2% 3% 15% 75%

No responsa 2% 1% 2% -

Many of you are aware that the
Department of Paris and Recreation | % Where do you live?

A Local 7% 8% 18% 84%
distriuted a user survey 1o: park OutofState  17%  13% 3% 7%
visitors this summer, Betwean North Coast Caiif, 4% 1% 2,; "

Memorial Day and Labor Day . NontheastamCalf. 2% 4% 1% -
weekands 5000 surveys ware San Francisco Bay Area 6% 8% 5% &%
distributed at Montana de Om  and : Montaray Bay Area 2% 2% 19% -
Moo Bay State Parks, Los Osos Contral Vallay 32% 17% 16% 4%
Qaks State Reserva and Atascadaro Santa Barbara-Ventura Araa 2% 5% 17% 4%
State Beach. {(There are no Los Angelas Area 11% 22% 20% 10%
devaloped facilities at Morro Strand Omngéan Diego Area 10% 11% 8% %
Stata Beach and tharsfore no way to uthaastem Cali. 2% 5% 6% -
get survays to tha usars at this uni). No responsa 5% 4% 3% -

The responsa has  bean
tremendous with a retum rate of | 2 Whatis yourage? aos "

almost 25%. o 6% 8% 11%
1 2534 18%  19% 2%  18%
35-44 23% 23% 3% 25%

The purpasa of tha user survay was 45-54  13%  12% 1% 4%
to generate information about the §5-64  20% 225% 9% 2%
types of visitars 1o the units, what &5+ 20% 17% 5% 11%
activities they paricipate in, what No responsa 2% 5% 1% -

their problems ara in using the .
parks, how visitors think the parks | 6. What Is your primary deatination on this trip?

can be improved to better maat This area 55% 82% 87% 6%
visitor naads. San Francisco and north 20% 16% 6% -
' LA and south 13% 8% 1% 4%
! Wa publish the resyits of tha survay San SimecvBig Sur 7:/3 1% 1% -
. here. Be aware that the survey data Cﬁ;’""‘" Vagg;v ‘1‘4" ?;" 1;,"" -
1 may not raflact fully tha kinds of use respo e o o

tha parks receiva northe desires of
allwho usa them. A good deal of
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TA. Whare did you stay ovamight?
Morro Bay State Park 1% 69% 3% 4%
Montana da Oro Statae Park 1% 2% 78% 4%
Atascadero Stata Baach 80% 1% - -
City of Mormo Bay 1% 1.7% 3% -
SLOAos Osos/Baywd Pric - 28% 1% -
San SimeonvCambria 2% 3% - -
Locai rasidant 5% 5.5% 1% 79%
Other 8% 8% 3% 13%
No respons 2% 3% 2% -
78. Average Overniqht Stay (fornon-local visitors)
Nights 1.85 272 3 3.3
No rasponsa 20% 0% % -
8. What type of accommodation did you usa?
Motal 1% 9% % 10%
Tent 19% 2% 41% 4%
RY 7% 49% 37% %
B&B - 5% - -
— Friand's Home % 6% 2% 14%
Undertha stars 1% 5% 2% 4%
Cwn homedlocal residant 4% 6% 11% 61%
No responsa 1% 2% 4% -
9. How many peopls in your party?
Average size of party 27 29 38 21
10. .How did you arrive st the park?
Car 4% 50% 680% 79%
= B % o
1 e 4%
On foot 1% 1% 5% 10%
Matorcycle 1% - - 5% -
Horsaback - - 1% -
No rasponse - 5% . 1% -
. What activities do you want emphasized at the park?
The highest -ratad acﬁvﬂy listed first for aach unit:
Atascacisro SB - Morro Bay 5P Montans de Oro
Camping-75% Camging-40% Camping-53% Walking-75%
Walking-46% Walking-40% Naturs obs.-46%  Nature obs.-58%
Beachembng-46% Natureobs.-37% Walking-41% Photo.-39%
Natura Obs.-32%  Visk museum-33% Hiking-36% Hiking-39%
Sunbathing-32%  Beachcmbng-21% Beachcmbing-30% Bindwiching-25%
Birdwatching-18% Birdwaiching-21% Riding-30% Plenicking-11%
Fishing-16% Hiking-19% Birdwatching-16%
Photography-13% Photography-15% Pholography-15%
Swimming-11%  Fishing-15% Sunbathing-9%
Bieyciing-7% Pienicking-12%  Swimming-3%
12, What do you think Is speciai about this park? Thetop-rated 4 parunit:
QOcean Scenery Scanery Quiet
Beach Nature Quiat Natura
Ralaxation Cuiiet Natura Scanery
Scanary Qcean Oceaan Relaxation
13. What unique or fragile resourcea requirs special protection?
HResponse to this quastion indicated that many people krow cf impartant
rasources and understard the need to protect them. No new information
abaut the resourcas was discovered.

are needad?
Atascadero
Neone-27%
Showers-31%
San. sta.-23%
RV Camp-13%
Campstore-9%
Restrooms-7%
Cmpfira Ctr.-7%
Tent Camp-6%

Morro Bay
None-53%
Rastrooms-11%
RV Camp-15%,
Hiking trail-14%
Campstora-13%
nterpr. trail-11%

Bike rental-8%
TentCamp-8%

None-57%
Parking-21%
Interpr. trail-14%
Restroom-11%
Signs-7%

Los Osos Qaks

14, What new or improved facilities |

Montana de Oro !

None-37%
Toileds-22%
Imarp. trail-22%
Env. Clr.-18%
Hiking trali-16%
Tent Camp-16%
Interp. Ctr.-16%
Horse trail-16%
Hika-inCrmp-13%
Campsiora-12%
Eq. Staging-12%%
Jr. Agr. Prog.-11%
Fam. Pienic-11%
Bike-in Cmp-10%
Showers-9%
Bicycle Tral-9%

Bicycla trail-11% Horsa Rental-5%
C.5/8hwrs.-10% RV Camp-9%

Group Camp-8%
Sani. station-8%

Nao rasponsa-7%

15, What do you want more

information about as you visit the

park?

deOre
Nothing

36% 24% 25% 43%
Lo Denst Rindosrces

12% 18% 25% 14%
Natural Resourcas

5% 41% 59% 36%
Recreational Activities

2% 26% 20% %
No rasponsa

13% 18% 8% 1%

16. What is vyour general

philoscphy of land uss at this park?

Minimum development
36% 2% 45% 39%
Loavaasitis
28% 36% 6% 50%
Pravida more recreation
7% 6% 2% T
Maximum davelopmeant i
20% 15% 12% -
No rasponsa
9% % 5% -
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17. What detracis from yourvisitto | MORRO BAY STATE PARK 19. What kind of place should this
Batter restroom maintenanca selaction of commants that reflect
Atascadero 58 More hook-ups the range, diversity and samatimes
Nothing-31% Bika trail conflicting responses recaived.
Tao crowdad-16% Batter campsitas: larger, loss
Noshowers-10% crowdad,  mora. privacy: . batter ATASCADERO STATE BEACH |
00 8iNa screenl : separata RY aitig.” |
Vandalism-ssb g s 8 and tent “An overr:'ldsghtw“hsto% a::i A
Litar-8% Control naise: anforce quiat hours, | Sampgrou i t _showars, |
Not enough faciities-7% no  ganarators, radluiu barking | hook-ups anddumpstation.”
No rasponsa-14% dogs group campars, or rmad "Kaep it qa_turai. clean with park
noisa. ;nn%ez gmhrc\‘g talks on wildlifa, i
Marro Bay SP Mora camgfie  prgrams  and Xines, tides.” i
Nothing-45% activities with rangars. “A quiet place to slaep and enjoy .
Too crowded-10% Cantrol vahicle traffic through park. the beach.” '
1 Teo small-5%
i Traffic-5% MONTANA DE ORO STATE PARK | MORRQ BAY STATE PARK
Weather-5% Improve restrooms: hot showers, | “Justasitis.”
Not enoughfacilities-d4% flush toilets.
Littar-3% : Acquire more land 1o the south.
No rasponse-23% More ilcams:in.s!;tr : .;':::"f"“ .-Lﬁ“ "A quiet, natural setting |
wl“ whn osuae l'!
Mcntana de Oro SP improve water sysiom: provide | OF Camping and relaxing.
Nothing-40% running water, hose bibbs closer to
E;osmaﬁuz‘l% sies.
Too crawciad 9% Lamp‘f':cimsandmacd. " POSA | Nawre's home: ful of birds,
Areas naccessile-7% improve tralla: batter maintenance, ﬁmt:' “‘:;;:‘mmm- Bayisall it
Vandalism-7% keep bikes off, aliow dogs on horse | anocies '{‘3"" watg;[
Not enough facilities-7% trails, providg trail maps. h ae }:‘9 segrega
Waealhar-6% Improve  faciities:develop  tent W."m @ e outdoor
Noisaso o Savelop amvronmartal 0q ' -
; develop anvironma
Lacicof flush toilats or showars-5% wildemass care\ping: saparats RVs QSNTA#A Dﬁ °'_a° S‘rﬁ.&;ﬁ P“?K
and tants; davelop a park antrance a“hd %" primitiva, quiet,
Los Oscs Oaks SR with info;  oliminate RV usa; | SeoPo! ‘llac A lopr:d. e 4
Nothirg-54% provids longar RV sites with hook- | opocial place for horsa paople 1o
Too smat-11% ups; park siore and laundromat, e antal i hid
Traffic-11% improve operations: hice more staff, | =7 m‘m Momitinic Sl
Hard to find-7% control racacns, erforca leash law, | ?D Ha it i °S'M B
Not encugh facilities-7% kasp park cleaner, Improve Stat;s lgarkmh;sagook& mhgw ay
Litar-7% reservation systam. gty on for thoeh meeing
V. 3 lmpmve interpratation:  provide h "m n Aoi;;mmsa nes ng
campfice programs. sg.;c hse e sro State
18. What is the aingie most Information, ranger hikes,  faturg | BS3C ocgan = camping.
] . Mentana de Cro is special as a
important change or improvemant | activitles  and  salfquided | s nar e noed thasal®
you would like 1o see at this park? | [Mermretive walks.
Provide impraved ragourca -

| Suggestions made included a wide

range of improvaments. Tha onas
included hera represant a surmmary
of those mentioned most often.

ATASCADERQ STATE BEACH

Haot shawars

Better camosites: larger sites, bettar
screening, lass  parking  lot
atmosphara, fire rings and table for
aach site, RV hook-ups.

Battar reservation systam

protaction for tha tidepcois, oyster
beds and mud flats; control poison
oak, leave the aucalyuptus treas.

LOS O©0S03 OAKS STATE
RESERVE

Safer access 'o Los Qsos Vallay
Road: paved parking furher from
the highway.

Rastroom

Better signing

Longertrails

A bike rack

MontanadeOroisspecial
as a primitive park: we
need thesel”

"RV hook-ups and mora sitas.”
"Larger.”

"Limitad access. Kaep the road
bumpy and nat wall-paved.”

"Easy access 1o natural rasources.”

164
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LO§ 0OS05 OAKS STATE | placed on them. A maximum | ameunt of land f
RESERVE designation of 70% tents and 30% | campsites, Thera sﬁ;ﬂu Yo ot bn

"Agitis.”

"A natural praserve,” "undavelped
sanctuary”, “quiet and apart from
tha city”, “a walk-in picnic area.”

20. Additional Comments Again, it
woulkd be impossibia to record all
he commants racaived. Hara [g
just asamgling:

ATASCADEROQ STATE BEACH

. Wouldedlika hto sge this pegk
landscaped with native atation
and shrubs, Plant vegatwean
sitas for privacy.

+ Ona of cur favorite state parks.

+ Rangert friendly and helpful.
Excedenfattitude.

+ Rasarvation system stinks!

« Claaner rastrooms plaasa.

» Take away tha tall smoka stacks,

* Langth mit of 24’ is not enforcad.

* Ramove the sand dunes to give
baetter viows of ocean.

« If you add hook-ups it will and up
loo crowdad and noigay.

"AtascaderoStataBeach
isoneofourfavoritestate
parks.”

*Why do you give the ciesast
ocaan sites to tents? Wa made a
rasagrvation,

« Enforce no ganerators batwaan
8PM and 10AM.

+ Alascadero S.B. seems wall-
utilized. Its small size does not
warrant expansion of facilities.

MORRQ BAY STATE PARK

» Wa love this park! 1t is clean, well-
kapt, with COURTEQUS parsonnal,
vary clean rastrooms.

* Go back to more rangers. Thay
ware always informative and
pleasant. Now they are
overwarked and cranky.

+ Wa wera treated with friendliness,
This is nat always the case in State
Parks.

« The park is deluged with RVs. |
hope strong rastrictions will be

RV shoukd ba made. Thera are few
daveloped sites for lants else-
whars inthig araa,

*The generators, road tratfic, smokae,
lack of privacy and inconsiderate
group campears forced us to find a
maoted in the middle of the nigit,

» | wauld (ke 1o soe all our State
Parks devaloped lo accommodate
many mora campers and RVS, with
tacilities for more hook-ups.

» Qur first and last visit. Wa still
don't know what wa pakd $12 for.

+ Large RVs with ganarators shouid
go slsewhara. State should
not compate with  commercial RY
parks.

"Our first and last visit,
Still don't know what we
paid $12 for.”

» Momo Bay campground saems to
nesd a rest, an opportunily for
recuparation and imensive
maintenance wark.

.+ Shellfish desarve a break, How

many ofters do we nasd? Limit the
otter population.

*» The museum naturg waks are
graat.

MONTANA DE ORO STATE PARK
+ Acquire mara [and to the south.

= For us this park is one of tha mast
beautiful and peaceful piaces in
Califomia. Wa sincarely hopo
it can stay like this.

= [ would liks running water and hot
showaers (o make thig araa parfact.

« Dont add more facilities (even i
tha toilats stinkl)

« Allar staying in some of the
ovarcrowded state parks, it was
vary refrashing to bs in this quiet,
ralativaly unspoiled park. Weo will
certainly come again. Wa loved
ths ocsan views along the blutf
trails, and the sightings of pelicans,
seals, ottars, and cormarants.

+ I'va camped all ovar tha U.5. and
this is the nicest campground ['ve
beento, primitive butclean,

« This park has a trgmendous

any additional purchasa of land

until tha prasent park is deveioped :

fo accommodate mora visitors.

"Let those who want to |

bring the city with them
go elsewhere.”

« Loava it as it is. Lat thosa who
want o bring the city with them go
alsawhera. incraased
dovelopmamt and usage would
decroase the qualty of the arsa.
There ara  plenty of people here

already.
+ We appreciate tha large
campsites.
*Ranger and hostass both wara nice
and halpiul.
+ Do nat remova sucalyptus traes.

« Thin sucalyptus to restora native
vega!aﬁon.

LOS OS0O3 QAKS SR

*Iwas shockad at how small this area
i

*To protect ground-nesting birds,
remind paaple dogs are not allowad.

+| thought tha trail markars wara wall-
done, just ancugh for a salf-guided
trail.

, by the:

"Cala'omia.oepa:mer:of Parkg and’

“ Recreatiort., Foraddiiosal:’

"iformation direct your questions
“to Mormo Bay Araa State Park Unils
.General Planning Team, P.C. Bax
‘942896, Sacramanio, CA 94296-

. 001. Ann' .inli Vanneman :916)
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- {  General Plan Newsletter ! -

The Planning Process...
Where we are:

Step 1 Organizing the Planning Job
Step 2 Gathering Information

Step 3 Developing Alternatives

Step 4 Composing a Single Plan
Step 5 CEQA Review Process

Step 6 State Park and Commnssnon

Hearing

HimImIn} §

Stata of California

Department of Parks and Recreation
Morro Bay Area State Park Units
General Planning Team

P.Q. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94236-0001
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Update

| !

The General Plan Nowslatter

Issue Two February 1987

Morro Bay Area State Park Units

For Your Information

it you are receiving Update for tha first ime, tha
Califomia_Departmaent of Parks and Recreation
is now in the process of preparing a
comprehansive genaral plan for the fiva Momo
Bay area state park units: Montana de Oro
State Park, Morro Bay State Park, Atascadero
State  Beach, Morro Strand State Beach, and
Los Osos Qaks State Reserva. On Novamber
12, 1986, the first in a series of local public
involvement workshops was held. During the

summer of 1988 user surveys were also ____

distributed to gather public concams and ideas.
This newsletter is published to inform you of the
issues and concams which “have been
idantified, the prograss of the planning procass
and of upcoming evarts, W

First Public Meeting

One hundrad !welve paocple aftended our first |

The draft Resourca Element was presentad,
highiighting the significant cultural and natural
resources of each unit. This discussion also
included policies recommended by the
departmental staff for protection and
management of these resources. (The draft
Resource Element can be raviewed at the
Department of Parks and Recreation San Luis
Obispo Coast District Office, 3220 South
Higuera Street, San Luis Obispo, or the Morro
Bay Museum of Natural History at Momo Bay
State Park). ,

pubiic meeting on Nevember 12, 1986. What a | &

graat tumout! We would like to thank each of |

you for your participation and for sharing your
ideas with us. For such a large attendance we
wera excepiionally pleased with the ordarly
progress and productivity of the meeting. -

The meeting began with an introduction of our
departmental planning team and a discussion
of the purpose and content of the general pian.
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Aftor a bref question and
answer pericd, workshop
participants formad 14
separate groups. Thesa
groups spent the next hour
and a half discussing specific
park issues related 1o
rasourcas, camping, day-use,
the Morra Bay S.P. Golf
Coursae and marina, the Morro
Bay park road, Camp K.E.E.P.,
interpretation, and  other
issues of concern idantified by
the group participants. Each
work group then presented its
ideas to the workshop as a
whole. It was a langthy but
very productive evaning.

The following is a summary of
the commaents, concams, and
ideas exprassed by workshep
participants as well as others
who have contacted us. These
commants are not intended to
reprasent a public consansus
on any particular issue, but
simply an indication of the
varigty of Issues and concemns
gxprassed.

Resourca Issues

» Do not remove aucalyptus
traas.

« Gradually repiace somse
aucalyptus with natives.

« Plant soma cak treasin
treolass areas.

+ Protect the watar quality of
bay and wetlands.

= Do not replant sand dunes.

+ Maintain wildemess and
pristing nature of Montana
de Oro.

+ Protect tide pools.

+ Cantrol obnoxious waads.

Eliminate hunting.
Assess impact of hunting
on park rasources.
Protect Monarch butterfly
habitat,

Camping

Update existing facilities
rather than expand.
Saparate oneg-night
¢ampers from others.
improve and expand
campgrounds.

Provide mora camping at

Moentana de Oro.

Need mora restrooms in all
units.

Reopaen Chomro Willows
group camp area.

Dovailop water at Montana
da Oro,

Devalop new camping
east of South Bay Blvd.
Eliminate enroute camping
in marina parking lot.
Kaep childran away from
Orcas St bndge at
Atascadaro S. B.

Hava year arouna camp
hosts.

Provide more garbage
containers at Atascadero /
Montana de Oro.

Eliminate over-usa of
axisting campgrounds.
Deveiop additional
anvironmental campsites
at Montana de Oro.
Provide R. V., camping on
new property east of South
Bay Blvd.

Provide mora bike
camping.

Day-use Facilities

« Expand facilities at
Montana de Oro.

« Imprave poorly located
Morre Bay facilities.

*  Provide emargancy
telephonas.

» Provids better
maintenanca of existing
facilities.

» Improve day-usa access to
sand dunes.

« Improve day-use launch
ramp at marina.

= Improve parking and day-
usa facilities at Los Osos
Qaks.

» Davelop mora faciiities at
Morro Strand. )

= Improve and expand
facilitios at Hazard Cyn.

» Need day-use area at
marina.

+ Nead picnic area at Moo
Rock.

» Improve saparation of day-
usa and camping.

Morro Bay Golf Course
and Marina

= Do not axpand marina,
improve it.

+ Improve safety of marina.

« Retain a percantage of the
glips for live-aboards.

+ Dredge and upgrade
marina,

+ Add mors slips to marina.

» Improve marina area for
recreation.

- Provide more shore
facilities for marina usars.

+ Nead dry storage racks for
smail beats.

» Provide pump-out faciiity.
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in anothar location.
Open it to ail SLO county
schools, but not the

Provide for hang gliding
east of S. Bay Blvd..
Prohibit off-road vehicles

Avila Beach. #

u Ganeral Plan Nowslatter =
» Use reclaimaed water on general public. in any park.
golf course. * Purchasa Fieids ranch at
» Nead a harbor master at : , Mortana de Cro.
marina. Interpretation +  Provide more patrol staff
» Leave golf course asis. for public safaty :
. Provide maps for things of » Raconstruct Black Hill trail.
speacial interast, « Develop mountain bike
Morro Bay Park Road Need more seff-guided trails.
tours. * Rastrict dogs in sensitive
*  Widen roadway. Pravida mera trail signs. rasource arsas.
= Need a bike path. Expand campfira program. * Scresn ranger rasidance
+ Provide walking and bike Need mora interpretive area at Montana de Oro
path on inside of road. staff and museum curator. from publlc view.
* Put speed burnps on road. Provide intarpretation of * Provide safe bike traiito
* Lmit spaedto 15 MPH. Kangama Rats. Montana de Oro.
= ‘Taka traae out on curvg, Continue doing a great * Reopan bay channel nortk
+ Conskler rne-way traffic job. of Moo Rocke. 1
flow. Enlarge auditonum at
» Upgrade road through golif museum,
coursa. Mentana da Oro needs
» Closa road through goif Intarprative canter.
course. Remove intarpretiva signs
atLos Osos gaks becgusa New Plan ner
c KEEP of continuad vandalism.
amp EP. ir,:ssl;?nt,h iﬁmgy On Decembar 2, 1986, a new
» Kaap it as itis for children. mat. staff member joined our
« Openitto the public if Provide more printed hand- | Planning team. Jim Quayle is
schools can still use it. outs. a licansed Landscape
e Adda separata Improve intarprative Amhltﬂct with over 12 years of
environmental canter for displays at museum. expenance. He worked as a
the public. Have more rotating project ~manager in  our
+ Expand and allow displays at museum. Acquisition  Division before .
parmanent buildiags. Provide mare guides than coming to the Development
+ Do not make it permanent. more signs. Division. His experience. _thh
« B praﬂded it should_-b'e Provide hands-on the most recent aCQLIISltIOE‘IS
available ta others. aquarium at museum. for the local state park units
+ It should be opanto the has mcrea.s_edl hzs| already
general public. strong ‘fam:hanty with many
+ Useold CCC camp area at Other [ssues issues in the Morro Bay area.
Camp San Luis. . His initial familiarity dates frem
+  Usa Spoonar housa for No hunting in bird the four years he spent as a .
environmental education. sanctuary. student at Cal Poly, San Luis |
»  Develop public Do not allow damming of Obispo, and the two years he |
anvironmental education fapdar Sreams. worked for a deveioper in '
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n {  General Plan Newsletter |

THE PLANNING PROCESS...

Where we are:

O Step1 Organizing the planning job
0 Step2 Gathering information
B Step3 Developing alternatives
{0 Step4 Composing asingle plan
O Step5 CEQA review process
— [J Step6 State Park and Recreation
! Comission Hearing

State of California

Deparimant of Parks and Recreation
Morro Bay Area Stata Park Units
General Planning Team

P. O. Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94286-0001
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Issue Three June 19877 * ©

Current
Planning
Status

Since our last public maeting, heid |
March 18 I Los Osos, the planning
team has baen busy compiling and
anaiyzing the individual and group :
reports prepared by the workshop |
participants. We've answared a
number of lattars from the public
rasufting from the workshop, and |
wa met again with vanious city and |
county oifficials and staff. The
Dogamt Council {of the San Luis
Obispo Coast Ama Stata Parks)
invited the planning team to an

Apil maeting at the Morro Bay |,

Matural History Museum to give us
its thoughts about planning for the
paris,

Thae planning tfeam i€ now
attempting to daveiop a singla plan
for each of the Moo Bay Area
state park units based on
appropriata  park  plarning  and
design  guidefines,  statewide
recraation neads, and public input
from the user survey results and
the commants and raactions 10 tha
alternative plans ihat wa've heard
so far. The single plans will be
prasented for public raview and
avaluation at meatings to be heid
in August. We wiil tell you more
about these mestings and the
gingle pians in the next issug of
Update.

apartmant. ot Parks and. Fecreation is prepanng a
) oamenemive genaral pian far the* five. Moo Bay arsa state park units.
" Public involvement:is a crucial component of the planning process. Update
. & publishad: atf:cxiﬂaipommtheplanmngpmcasssatharynu knowe
“what:the: planning, team: ig. deing; what' issues’ and ideas have heen
. axprassed.io s by the, pubili:, and whaen upcoming meet:ngs wﬂi be held
%;'sntnatyou haveanoppom:ﬁytopanicipat& )

Dummemmm 1986, usar wmaywasdrsuﬂ:uted o visiars at the.
- Morro- Bay area state park unils.. The results of almast’ 1200 rasponses
. ware: summarizad: irrl:msfoneot Update. ssue Two reported the results
"’ ofithe: first: pr.htmmemq Haks Novamber, 12;. 1986 t3: gather puklic
. caminents: anrkcomsm ragarding; planning: of ttig’. park: unils; and to
' presant:, the: draft_ Resourca: Elamen¥: whick. hightight' the . signilicant
- cuitural and natural resotrcas of the unitgalong witls recommanded policies
for-the- protection: and: managament: of. thasa: resources.  This issue of
. Update- reports: the: rasults. of the: last public workshop, hekd March: 18,

tac:ﬁﬁaé:iansforeadwm andasksd the: wodcshnp panlcxpams to evaluate

1987, when the: planning: team- prasanted altemative land. use and.

the workgroup and  individual
March workbook raports.
Workshop Montana de Oro
Resu“s Thirtisen individuals tumed in

avaluation ferms and anothar
twenty-three  peopie  warked
tegethar in groups of 5 to 7 to
evaluate the Montana de Cro

Betweon 200 and 250 peaple

attended the last workshop, 3 | aftamatives. Each gmup agreed by
much greater urm-out than wa had | consansys on  its preferred
anticipated. Most writtan and orat | altemative for sight different areas
comments from tha public | of tha park: Pecho Road, Hazard

Canyon and Sandspit Beach
Accass, Hazard Canven Horse
Camp, Camp KEEP, Spooners
Cove, islay Cresk, Coon
Craek, and Trails.

concamed Morro Bay Stale Park
During the mesting the planning |
taam heard a jot of vocal cpposition |
io any changas to the golf course.
Tha lollowing is a summary of bath |
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u Warkshop Results =

| Pecho Road Hazard Canyon Spconers Cove

| Group 2 preferred that only minor Horse Camp Group 3 wanted the ama to ramain

! gafely improvements be made o | Groups 1,2, and 4 ka the ideaof a as is - with minor access
the road, while Groups 2, 3, and 4 | day-use squastrian staging area improvements and  intarpretive

votegt to widan the

peints and for additionat day-use
parking, Group 1 thought a park
antranca station was a good idea,
but without fee collection.

Road.

Minor improvamans: 5,

Widan road/provide bike lanes: 9.
Davelop turm-outs glong mad: 8.
Davalop antranca station: 7.

Hazard Canyon and
Sandspit Beach Access
All four groups agreed on the
concapt of aliminating park access
fram Army Road and developing a
new sandspit parking area from a
naw accass oad about 1/2 mile
south of Atmy Road., All four
groups agreed on  eliminating
roadside beach access parking at
Hazard Canyon, and devaloping 2
new 80-car i area and
restroomt south of the exisling
beach accsss trall. Group 2 was
concamad that thera be one
designated beach access frai at
Hazard Canyon to reducs hiuf!
arosion caused by the use of
several existing trails. Group 1
suggasted that a phone be
provided at the parking arsa.

| Individusd Report Results

Davaiop naw 80-car parking lot: 10.
Eliminata Army Road access;

daveiop new accass mad and
pasking araa: 11.

with a restroom and picnic sites.
Group 1 thought the aexisting
access road should be Improved or
a new one developed, and that the
axisting horsa camp  faciities
should be improved and the
capacity increased. Group 1 aiso
suggested that parking be
provided in this area for hikers and
mountain bikers. Group 3 thought
the area is fing just the way it is, but
nesds  beftar maintanancs.

' Groups 1, 2, and 3 suggested that

a phone be provided.

Individual Report Resuits
Improve accass: 8.

Deveiop day-use horse staging
area, restrocim: and picnin sites: 9.
Upgrads horse camp and increase

capacity: 4.

Camp KEEP (Kan County
Environrnantal Education Program)

Al jour groups preferred that an
anvironmentai education canter be
deveiopad for use by many groups
and scheol districts, but that Kam
County continug to oparate an an
interim basis. Group 2 thought that
the existing rangar residances
should be relocated. Group 3
suggested that the Camp KEEP
area be dasigned to accommedate
a youthr hostal as well as an
anvirenmetal educations cantar,
while Group 4 thought the area
waouid be suitabla for a group
campiday-uss faciity.

Individual Report Resuits
Develop environmental education
canter: 12.

Ralocate axisting ranger
residencas: 7.

Davalop youth hostel: 2.

Daveiop muit-usa group camp/day-
use facility: 2.

signs. Groups 1, 2, and 4 thought
the existing facilttas should ba
upgraded, athough gach
suggasted diffarant ways of daing
that, Paving, increased pichic
sites, permanent  rastreoms,
outdaor showers, and interpretive
signs ware prefered by Group 1,
while Group 2 said "no showers
and ne paving”. Group 4 thought
parking on the beach should be
aiiminated, but Tkeg the other
proposad improvements.

Individual Raport Resuits
Ramain as is and make minar
accass improvenents: 3.

Upgrade facTities: 10.

Islay Creek

Group 3 would like the existing
campground  te  remain as is.
Groups 1, 2, and 4 lhought the
tacility shouki be upgraded with
improved  restrooms,  [Unning
watar, and landscaps scraening.
Adaptation ot the ranch housa ag a
combination park office and
interprgtive centar is a good idea
according to Groups 2, 3 and 4.
Groups 1 and 2 voted o remove
the bam in islay Craek Canyon,
atthough Group 2 wanted & 1o
remain “until really dangerous”.
Group 4 wanted o leave the bam
alona while Group 3 suggaested
ihat It be improvad for use as a rain
and shada sheitar.

Individual Repart Resuits
Campground 1o remain asis: 3.
Upgrade camgpground and provide
rastrooms, showers, landscape
seraening: 9.

Adapt ranch house as park

| officaintemretive canter 11,

Remove Isiay Crask bam: 2,
L.aave bamvimprove it: 5.
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L — Workshop Results u
Coon Creek individual Report Results about cne or more areas of the
Thrae groups, 1, 2, and 3, agreed | EStablish additional equestrian | park, such as the golf course. [t has
on upgrading the Coon Creek day. | Tais?. baan difficuit to avaluate some of

use faciiities with a paved parking
amsa, incraasad picnic sites and
permanaent rastrooms. Group 2,
however, thought that only
additional picnic sitas are needad.

Groups 1t and 3 favored
davelopment of a new 50-75 unit
campground, but both groups felt it
shouid be "primitive”. Only one
group wanted interpretive panals
added {o tha coastal biuff trailhead.

Individual Report Resuits

Upgrade—day-use facilties: pave,

Increase picninc sites, pemmanent

rastrooms: 11.

Oavelop new 50 to 75.uni
4,

Add interprative paneis to Bluff

Trai: 2.

Trails

All four groups favored
establishment of the State Coastal
Trail link through the parke. Group 1
thought mountain bike traiis and
addiional equastrian trails should
ba astablished. Gmoup 2 was
unsble to reach a consensus
ragarding trails: "Part of the group
feels strongly that equestran and
mountain bike use should. be
maintained and expanded. Cthers
ars concamad about environ-
mantal damage from these usas”.
Group 3 favored establishment of
additionai  trails,  designating
axisting trails as "multicie uss”, and
installation of trail yield signs.
Group 4 thought that soms axisting
trails outside sensitiva areas shouid
be designated muitiple-use to
accommodate mountain bike usa.
Groups 2 and 3 like the cancept of
a system of trail camps, although
Group 3 was concarnad about the
firs hazard.

Establish State Coastal trail link
through park: 13.

Estabiish or designate mountain
bike trails: 13.
Daveiop traii camps: 8.

Los Osos Oaks
State Reserve

Cne group was formad to evakiata
the diffarant plans for this unit. A
number of individuals comments
were aiso raceived.

The group consansus, along with
six individual cémments, was that
parking shouid not be providad on
the Intaricr of the unit, roadsids
parking should be provided to
replacs that to be afiminatad by the
county widaning of Los Osos
Vallgy Road, and that additional
land should ba acgquired when
available to provide parking that will
not impact tiwe unit resources. The
group and saven individyals
recommendad that additional trails
ba provided in the westem portion
of this unit Cther commants /
suggestions: provide a unit sign
(four peopia), leave the unit as it is
{1 parson), provida parking within
tha unit (1 person), add a rastroom,
limit dog use, no cutting of
eucalyptus (1 comment egch).

Morro Ba
State Par

Fiva groups (a2 fotal of almest 40
pacpia) workad togather to arriva
at 3 consansus for aach area of tha
paric In addition, a large number of
individual evaluations were
racaived which exprassed concem

the Information wa received for
various reasens.  However, for
many argas a Consensus is quite
clear.

Marro Rock

All five gmups agreed that the
parking and tum-around area on
the south side of the rock should
be improved and interpratation
provided. 19 individual comments
supported  this  concept, 10
individuals wanted the area lo
remgin  as s Additional
suggasticns: recpen the harbor
entrance north of the rock (2
people), widen the road to the rock
{1 person).

Vehicular Access and
Circulation

Tha consansug of three groups
and 10 individuals was to ciose
park reads to thru iraffic, One
group and 11 individuals thought
axisting mads should ba laft as is
with minor safety improvements.
Davelopmarnt of 2 bypass road was
supposted by 10 people. Nine
individuals recommended that the
golf course road be widened along
with improvaments such as an
overpassiunderpass  for  golfer
safaty. Additional  concerns/
suggestions: maintain open accass
{0 the museum (1 group and 8
individuai comments), develop a
bike path through the park {1 group
and 1 individual), improve both park
roads (1 group), realign South Bay
Boulavard ¢ the east (2
individuals).

Heron Rookery

The majority of responsas favored
improvement of interpratation at
the rockery (four groups and seven
individuais). Two groups and 19
Indlviduals wanted it left as it is.
One group and one individual

3
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Workshop Resuits

rmcommendad that the axisting
parking arez bs ramoved. Five
rasponsas  recommendad  trail
improvaments 1o accommodate the
handicapped.

Windy Cove

Two groups and 10 individuals
rasponded that thay wait the area
to ramain as is. Improved trai
connections from this area to the
museum and ths campground
wera praferrad by 3 groups and 3
indiviugls. Additional suggestions:
relocate the existing paking (1
group and § individuals), provide a
picnic araa (5 paopls).

Natural History Museum
White Point

Ali -five groups and 23 individual
commants supported updating the
museum displays and realignmert
of the trail to the top of White Point
o aveid archeclogical resourcas.
Addiional suggestions: Enlarge
tha musaum theatrs (2 groups and
5 individuals), remove irées from
the reck (1 group and 1 Individual),
provide mors nmusaum staff (1
greup and 1 individual}, increase
museum parking {2 individuals),
aliminate the trail to White Point (1
persan).

Golf Co_urse

This area of the park recsived the
largest number of commants. Four
of tha 5 groups, along wih 30
individuals, did nat wish to sae the
golf courss changed. Three
groups  and 11 Individuals
concurrad that the goif course
parking be expanded and
improved. Twalve Individuais
recommanded that an additional
nine holes be added to the course.
Cne group wanted a trai

daveloped for the intarpratation of
' the Monarch butterfly habitat.
- Cther racomynendations: realign
holes 14 and 15 to allow some
axpansion of the ¢ampground (1
parson}, continue use of non-

potable water for goll-course
inigation [one groupj, realign the
golf course parking kot (2 pecple),
reiocate the back nine hoies
bahind Black Hilt {1 parson), raalign
holas 13, 14, and 1S {1 parson),
Increase feas for non-county
gotters, comact  vehicle/goifer
coniffict batwean holes 2 and 3.

Marina

Thras of the five groups and 12
individuals want the axisting marina
ratained and improved. Two of the
groups, along with 13 individuais,
would like o ses a smail-boat
launcls ramyp installad. Two groups
and 7 incividuals recommanced
that pienic facilitias be added in this
area. Two groups and 7 individuais
alzo want emoutse camping
aliminated in the marina area, One
goup and 5 individuals want
additional slips provided. Cne
group and 2 individuais asked that
the araa be laft as itis.

Marsh Parking Area
{Hunters Lot)

Thees groups and § pecple want
inarprotive displays, trails, and a
boardwalk to be added to the area.
COns group and six people
recommendad that parking be
upgraded with access providad
trom the marina. One group and 2
people would fke to S0 picnic
sites and a restmom provided in
this area. One group and S pecple
would lke o Ses parking
aliminated. Cne person was
opposed to a boardwalk or any
additiorai trailg in the marsh.

Campground

Al five groups agresd that a
parmanant group camp should ba
dovaioped. Two groups and &
individuals falt that the axisting
campground shoukd be improved
but not eniarged. Two groups and
13 paopla falt that it should be left
asis. One group and 6 individuals
talt that the campground shouid be

improved and enfarged.  Cther
commenis / recommendations:
relocate all camping to the sast of
South Bay Boulevard (2 pecple),
axpand camping east of the
axisting campground {2 peopie)).
eniarga other campgrounds in the
Morre Bay area {1 parson}, remove
traas in the campground, davelop
a bika path and axercise trail in the
campgreund {1 parsan), locata RV
camping naar the freeway on the
back sice of Black Hill.

Black Hiil

Four of the five groups and 18
persons would lke to have
trailhead signing and connections
to the existing campground
improved. Thrae of the groups
along with 4 individuais wouid like
an intarprative display.  Cther
suggestions: eniarge the parking
for 2 school bus tum-areund {1
group and 4 individuals), eliminate
vehicular accass (4 individuals),
leave area as is (2 people), cortrol
trail arosion (1 person),

Operaticns,
Maintenance, and

Staff Residenca Areas
Thres of the groups and 3

Lindividuals would like a cantralized

administrativa faciity located on
Turri Road, OCne gmup and 9
individuais desire that thesa areas
remain as they ara, Cne group
axprassed concam about visual
asthetics ragardless of what is
done. One individual suggested
that stait housing ba relocated
rather than eliminated.

Chorro Willows

Three of the groups and six
individuale weant a small day-use
parking araa devaloped. One
group and twelva individeuals want
trail accass only in this zrea. Ona
group and two individuals want RV
camping developed in this area.
Threg individuais want the area

174
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Workshop Resuits

raised and permanent group
camping daveioped hara.

Baptista Ranch

Three groups and B8 individuals
want only parking, interprotive
axhibits, and trails devaeloped on
this proparty. Two groups and 12
individuals want a mountain bike
frail and other trails devsiopad.
COns group, dong with 8
individuais, recommsnded that
tang-giiding be aliowad on this
proparty. One group and 3 others
want the property left as [s. Five
people want the proparty usad for
day-use and enmuts campiny.
Other suggestions: no equastrian
trails (2 paopla), deveiop an 18-
- hole golf course (1 person).

South Bay Blvd.

Four ot ths five groups
recommendad that  day-uss
continue with improved access and
intarpratation. One group and 8
individuals wouild ke a portion of
this area retumed o marsh habitat,
Cne parson opposed any marsh
intarpretive panals in this area.

Morro Strand
State Beach

Net encugh  imnterest was
axprassad in the altamative plans
for this unit to form a workgroup,
although 3 individuals fllled out
gvaiuation forms. All  three
racommendad establishmant of
the Qld Creek area as 2

naturalwildife habitat area. Ona
parson thought the Studio Drive
parking should be ramoved, whila
two people prefarrad to sas it
ratained, with additional land-

- scaping and safety improvements.

Twe peopls preferred ackiitional
amenitias such as picnic sites, fire
rings, outdsor showers, and
intarpretive  shelter/panels. One
person thought the area shouid ba
designiated as anunderwater parfc

Atascadero
State Beach

Only Individuali comments wers
recgivad for this unit. Twelva
pacple mads 31 comments about
various areas of this park.

Campground

Mone of the altsmative options for
the campground recaived more
thar twa vetes.

Coastal Access Points

Thres peopls recommendad that a
stairway be addad at Yerba Buena
and Beachcomber. One person
supported davelopment of a
stairway at Beachcomber and Crcas
Strast. Cne parson exprassad
concern that parking be provided
naar all beach accass points. Cna
parson racommended that accass
from Baachcomber ba eliminated.

Cloisters Site

Paur of the tweiva comments
recaivad for this araa

recommandad that the existing
parking arsd be upgraded and
pavad for 50-75 vehicles and that a
permanent rastroom and
intarpretive material be installed
Thrae othars recommended that a
picnic area be Installead. Three
others also  expressed that
vohicular accass o the sand dune
to the south should be efiminated,
Cther suggastions inciuded
providing fencing, signing,
designated  pedestian  beach
accass, dung stabilization
plantings, an entranca station and
additional camping, and | state
purchase of the VAM property.

Other

Recommendations

Thres individuals concurred that
the existing name is confusing and
should be changed to he

|
|
i
|

combined with Morre Strand State

Beach. Two other comments were
raceived 0 designate off-shore
lands an an underwater park.

" California: Department of Parks and.
‘Recreation. - For- addilionat infar-
;- mation,  direct: yotir ‘quastions to:
. Mormg Bay Araa Sfate Park: Units
- Genetal Planning Team, P.O.. Box
. 942896, Sacramente, CA 94296-
- 001, Atn: Jim Quayle (316} 323-
5067, or Jill Yannaman (316} 323-]

! o ’ =

Update

" Updata’ & published’ by the

4269,
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b }The P[annmgProcess,.m

‘Wherawe are: .

7" Gatheting Information
. Developing Altarnatives

- - Composing a Single Plan
~ * CEQA Review Process

_ State Parkand Recreation
Comm[ssnon Hearmg .

»»»»

‘oiﬁaniiiﬁ“gthe Plann'ing Job

State of Calfomia

Department of Paris and Recraation
P.Q. Box 342838

Sacramanta, CA 34298-0001
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Update

The Gensral Plan Newsieftar
Issue Four August 1987

General Plan | | — ~
Progress... [V

- Plannars from the Califomia Depart- : :
ment of Parks and Recreation have .
basn working sinca April, 1988, with
the paople of tha Momo Bay areainan
gtfort o prepare genaral plens fortha
Morre Bay area state paric units that
will meet the naeds of both local resi-
dants and statewide users. Allemna-
tive plans ware prepared from the in-
formation collectad at workshops
heid In Los Cscs In Novembar, 1988,
These altemative plans were evaiu-
ated fn March, 1987, In aworkshop at
which the peopla told our plannars
what should be In the final plan. A
single plan for each of the park units
is summarized inthis issue of Update
and will ba availabie for review and
comments at a public mesting In
Septambar (see back for details). 1

Final
Proposals:
The Single
Plans .
FACILITIES PLAN
MONTANA DE ORO STATE PARK
This issua of Update summarizes the SO e Lo AT

planning team’s recommandations v
for changasorimprovements infagili- —— -

ties at the Morro Bay area statapark | Montana de Oro State Park u designatien of the barrier dune
units. Recommendations for re- | Severaipolicies are racommendedin | COMPlex as a natural preserve;
sourca preservation and manage- | the Resourcs Elament for protection | M Aacguisition of the watershed
ment policias at the parks ware pre- | of the natural and cultural resources | /ands of upper Hazard, Istay, and
sartad at the first public meeting. at this park, including: . (Continued on page 2).
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Coon Crasks;

= rastoration of degradad riparian

areas;

m .protaction of the unit's 16 rars or
ancdangerad plant species, and de-
veiopment of management pro-
grams, when 2ppropriate, for animal
specias that are threatened, endan-
gerad or of spacial concem;

s managamentolthe Coon Crask/
istayCreskroadiess areainamannar
consistant with ng-lesm parpetu-
ation of its wildemness charactar; and,
s nomination of the sand dunes® 30
prehistoric archaclogical sites to the
National Register of Historic Placas
as an Archaoiogical District,

In conjunction with protection of the
sandspit and the endangerad kanga-
roo rat habitat, the Faciiities Plan for
Mortana de Qro recommands alimi-
nating public park accass from Army
Aoad in an effort to control illegal
OHV use and resultant srosion and
habitat destruction. The plan pro-
pesas that the park boundary be

' tgncad, with only emargency vehicie.,
accass o the beach allowed, andthat
kangaroo rat habiat be restored. To
provide continued baach accass o
this portion of the unit’s coastline, the
plan racommeands davslopment of a
new parking ares and accass road off
Pecho Road to the south.

Beach awuss at Hazard Canyon will -

continue, although a naw parking
area will be estabiished south of the
canyon, across from the antrance
road to Camp KEEP, while the axist-
ing trad to the beach from the south
side will be improved. This proposal
will improve visitor safety and elimi-
nate the unsightly appearance of cars
parked along this namow stretch of
road.

Tha plan calls for deveiopment of an
snvironmeantal education canter just
south of the axisting Camp KEEP
facillty, and a new 50-75 unit family
campground and small group camp
just north of Camp KEEP. The exist-

ing ranger rasidences will be relo-’

Appendix A

Final Plan

cated to what is now Camp KEER, as
will the park's storage / maintenance
area (now at the Spooner Ranch).
The plan aisc proposas a small day-

use plcnic araa (20 sitas) whare the .

ranger rasidances are now located.
Locating new [acilities In the generat
Camp KEEP arsa will orient now
visitor racraation accass and use o
the prirnary beach rasource which is
locatad north of the meuth of Hazard
Canyon. The proposed location of
the new faciiities will aiso concantrale
new deveiopment in an area whare
tha natural scane has alraady been
impacted by human use and whers
axisting trees and iandform will mini-
mize visual impact.

Tha existing campground at Islay
Craek will ramain, without expansion,
but with improvemants to provida
more scresning batwean sies and
better sanitary facilitias. The
Spooner Ranch House will be im-
proved to serve dusi use as both an
interpretive canter and park oftics,

One of the pian’s racommendations
is 1o designate the units offshore
lands as an underwater park. Spoon-
ars Cove Is now heavily used by
scuba divers, since the primary un-
darwater.

tweens LCoveandPouu

Buchen. Mlnima! ncw facmtes io ba.

pmvided at Spoonem Cove as partof
the ‘underwater * ' park- designation
would Inciuds a changing room and
outdoor shower for scuba divars.
Additionai picnic sitas and minor ac-
cass and pariing improvaments are

. he only othar changas proposad tor

this area.

The plan also proposes iImprovement
of the bluff-top parking area above
Spooners Cove, the additlon of plenic
sitos and Improvamant of sanitary fa-
cllities and parking at Coon Craak.

The pian propoges few changes lo
the Horsa Camys in Hazard Canyon:
wicdaning of the exiaiing accass road

and upgrading of the existing camp-

rasourca is located be-

sitas, sanitary facilfties, and utiiities.
Tha ona new fadility recommendaed
forthis areais a 20-car day-use horse
slaging arsa.

Trail proposals inciude development
of a coastal trail link, establishment of
addilional hiking and horsa trails, and
davalopment of a rast araa in upper
Islay Creek where the existing barnis
locatad.

Tha pian also recommends acguiring
Pacho Road fmm the County to be
operated and maintained as a park
road and impraved 1o pravide bicycle
acress.

Los Osos Oaks S.R.

‘The plan proposas that interim park-
ing be daveloped along Los Oses
Vallay Read whan County road wid-
aning takes place. Parking for 4-8
cars would be located approximately
100 faet aast of tha current head-in
parking. Thaplanrecommandsthata
smati pleco of proparty to the east of
the raserva ba purchasad to provide
sate and adequate permanent park-
ing faciities which will not impact
. resourcas within the unit.

Cther proposals for the unit include
the instailation of a park sign, expan-
sion of the trall systam, and addition
of an imerpraiive pane! at the nrew
parking area.
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FACILITIES PLAN
LOS 0SO OAKS STATE RESERVE

4 ACOUSS WHEN AVALARLE FROM A

",
& METALL I PROMMENT .2CATOn 7

TRALS

4 EXTEND TRAL, SYITEW THRCLCH
GTHIN QAR STARDE 4D NTO
THE SOUTHREITIROE 25CTION GF
Trat rEmiTeL

Moarro Bay State Park

This park uni is the most deveioped
af the state parks in the area and pro-
vides a wiie variety of racreational
aopportunitles for statewide usars.
Tha golf course and marina are used
primarily by the local community. The
general plan proposes no major
changes to the gof course; recom-
mended improvaments are to axpand

- the ciubhouse parking lot, provide a
pedestrian/golf cart avarpass on the
upper road for gollers, and relocate
the maintenance area to a more can-
tral and bettar screened location. No
Qolf holas will be eliminated. Recom-
mandations for the marna include
25-50 new boat slips, and the addi-
tion of a new day-use picnic area and
expandad parking on the east side of
the marina.

Int order to continua to pravida a high
quality camping experienca the plan

proposes that the axisting camp-
ground be renovated and expanded
o the east where an existing park
rasidence and maintenance facifity
ara now located. A proposed new ad-
ministrative / maintenance araa to be
developed off Tumt Road on the Rap-
tista propenty woulid provide the nec-
assary facilities for day-to-day
operation and maintenanca of the
San Luis Obispa Coast state parks.

To maet existing and future recroa-
tional damands, the plan proposes
that the Baptista property be davet
oped, with access from a new park
road off Turri Road. [n addition to 2
naw 50-100 unit campgreund, the
pian recommands develkopment of 2
trail system, with saveral vista points,
connecting to the wastern part of the
park. Any developments on the Bap-
tista proparty will nead to be carefully

placed to minimiza visual impacts.

Baththe goti-course (upper) road and
the lower state park road serve as
local commuter routes between the
Los Osos / Baywood Park communi-
ties and the City of Morro Bay. Both
reads will ramain thru-traffic routes
and continua to function essentially as
they are now. However, the plan rec-
ommends that a portion of the lower
road be realigned 1o run betwesn the
campground and the golf course. This
will enabie the campground entrance
o be relocated to provide more ve-
hicle stack-up space at the entrance
without fying up thru-traffic. 1t will
enhance the quality of the visitor axpe-
rienca by making it possible for the
visitor to walk to varous araas within
the park without having to cross atusy
thru-road. And it will improve visitor
safety and enable a Class [ bike path

3
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and a hiking trail 1o ba placad along
the marsh without any majar grading
immediately adjacent to the marsh.
Alohg the marsh the proposed road
realignment would be at a higher
alavation, thareby maximizing scenic
viows of the marsh. Two roacdside
parking areas are proposad for view-
ing and access to the marsh edge. A
portian of the gxisting aligmment of the
lower road is not wide enough to
safaly allow vahicles to stop and park
tor viewing the marsh nor lo
adequately accommodate both a
road and a separate bicycle / pedes-
trian trail.

Final Plan

The pian recommends development
of a bus and overflow parking area for
the Musaumof Natural History. Trails
from the heron rookery, campground,
and marsh shoukd be oriented 1o the
museum. Due to archeological val-
ues at White Point, physical Imita-
tions, and angineering considera-
tions, expansion of the museum is not
proposed.

Thesa are the major proposals of the
single plan for Moo Bay State Park.
Additional recommendations are
shown on the map.

-

Atascadero State Beach

Due to the graat damarnd for camping
inthe area, tha plan proposes thatthe
axisting campground continue to
garva this need rather than being
converted partiaily or fully to day-usa
as was propased in one of the “aiter-
natives” plans. The plan proposes
formalizing and improving the ap-
pearanca of the existing day-use at
“Tha Cloisters” sita. Development cf
beach accessways for day-users is
proposed at two lecations near the
campground. See other specific rec-
ammendations on the plan.

_~— PARIK ACMINISTRATIVE AREA

 OPLEP SR T CHrRE]
pr— o TI T
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= CHEVELLP W $THTEM OO FOUE TRALE 1)
VT PORFH b OTWER FORTE OF NTENRET
- BTALL SOUPURTIY THLTIR

SOUTHEAY DAY USE AREA

o ARG ACOERE OFF R BT he¥ IV
o v Gad LG Pammeh

& AD I PCHC SR MIUATNE BT
» AEUATE DA S NS E3PAMD Y el AN T LAET LAD

FACILITIES PLAN
MORRO BAY STATE PARK
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Final Plan : —u

FACILITIES PLAN
ATASCADERO STATE BEACH

Morro Strand S.B.

This unit will continua o sarve only
day-use recreation nasds. No new
pemanent faciities are proposed,
primarity becauss the beach-lavel
glavation of the unit exposas i to
stormwave damage. Recommendas
tions consist of enhancing and pro-
tecting tha existing use areas.

g 9 STUOD DAVE PARKNG AREA
AL S Y P
', P e i
P TR o v it
2 = oS o i
. N
i LD CNEEK WETLAND AEA : TR R
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— cooresas FACILITIES PLAN

L Z¥EES  MORRO STRAND STATE BEACH
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Ffahé for Morro Bay State Park,
. Ataseaderc and Morro Strand
- State B‘eachesmili be prasented: .

:Wednesday
Septemberz 7PM
,*Ieterans Building
209 East Surf Street

State of Califomia

Dapartmant of Parks and Recreation
P.Q. Box 342936

Sacramente, CA 94296-0001
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Issue Five June 1988 °

Park Commission To
Take Action on Plans

The California State Park and Recreation Commission
will take action on the proposed praliminary general
plans and draft anvironmental impact reports for Morro
Bay and Montana de Oro State Parks at 3 maating to
be held June 10, 1988, Inthe City of Moo Bay. These
documents detail the single plans prasantad o the
public at mastings helkd in Morro Bay In Septembar
1987. Those people who mada requasts for the plans
in writing or at the public mestings racaived copias
through the mail. In conlormance with the Catifornia
Environmantal Quality Act, notics of the 45-day public
review period was also givan through newspaper an-
nouncemants. Although the formal review pariod has
anded, copias of ths documents may still be seen at the
San Luis Obispo Coast District Offics of the Depantmant
of Parks anc Recreation, 3220 S. Higuera Street, Suite
211, San Luis Obispo, and at the County Public Library,
625 Harbor Straet, Morre Bay. intergsted parsons are
invited to commant on the preliminary general plans at
the Commission maating.

Revised Eucalyptus
Policy for Montana
de Oro

aitowad for tha immediate removal of all or most of
the aucalyptus in the park to rastore native vegeta-
fion.

Morg than 80 parcart of the sucalypius traas will be
ratained until further studles are conducted and trial
rastoration projects ara gvaiuated. The revised policy
allows for continuation of tha axisting sucaiyptus con-
tainment program and davelopmant of a smail-scale
intarim sucalyptus management program. The con-
tainmoent program is designad to pravent cucalypius -
from spreading further into and displacing more native
vegatation. The intarim program would aifow for
ramoval of traes in the Hazard Canyon riparian zone
and in trial rastoration sites {totaling no more than 16
acres) to avaluate tha affectiveness and cost effl-
clancy of varicus methods of tree rermoval and
revegatation.

Undar the proposed interlm program, no gucalyptus
would be removed untll specific plans ara prepared
and raviewed undar the requiremants of the Callironia
Environmantal Quality Act. In addition, intarim
projects would be subjaect to approvai under the
coastal devalopment permit process.

Foliowing public raview of the draft genaral pians, the
Dapartment has revised the proposed sucalyptus man-
agement policy for Momtana de Cro State Park. Many
people in the Morro Bay area voiced opposition to the
ariginal policy bacause thay baliavad # would have

| Tkank yow..f |

‘ '... foryour parﬁmpation arid'caoperation
. throughout the préparation of thesa general

lans., Withy your ‘continued’ support and in<

- volvement during implementatian of the

ians* proposals; the Dapartmient of Parks. .

-and Racréation can provide'graater resource
" protaction:, visitor’ ‘sarvice, and improved
‘recreationat usa {o the pacple of California.
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NOTICE CF PUBLIC HEARING
Califomiq State Park and Recreation Commission

DATE: Frday, June 10, 1988
TME: 9:30 AM,
PLACE: The Inn af Morre Bay

Tha California State Park and Racreation Com-
mission will hoid a public hearing to take action on
the proposed Ganeral Plans for both Momo Bay
anc Montana de Cro State Parks and proposed
Natural Presarve classifications at both units.
Thasa plans detail proposals for developmant,
management, and protaction of significant coastal
rasources of the State Park Systam.

At this hearing, the planning staft will first present
the Morro Bay State Park Praliminary General
Plan, followed by public testimony and final action
by tha Park Commission. Prasantation of the
Montana de Oro Stata Park Preliminary Ganeral
Ptan is the second item on tha agenda, and will
also includa public tastimony and flnal action by
the Park Commission.

State of Calfomia
Departmant of Parks and Recreation
P.O. Box 942898
Sacramanto, CA 94298-0001
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35,
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70.

Appendix B:
Resource Management Directives

Number

in State Parks, the principal acquisition objective is to acquire the ecologi-
cal, cultural, and scenic entities that embrace the resources 1o be preserved
or perpetuated, and to acquire lands outside but related to the prime re-
source areas that are necessary to provide the related protection, recrea-
tion, interpretation, and services.

In reserves, the acquisition objective is to acquire as ecological entities the
natural values to be preserved or perpetuated, and the included cultural
values, and also to acauire lands needed for access to, enjoyment of,
protection of, and interpretation of the prime resources.

Development in state parks is to be located and designed to protect and
enhance enjoyment of the primary resources. In state parks, the primary
purpose for development is to place visitors in an optimal relationship with
the resources, for recreational enjoyment and understanding of those
resources. In state parks, resources may not be managed or manipulated
o enhance recreational experiences.

It is an objective of the department to maintain the natural faunal habitat,
wherever possible. The natural wildlife habitat is defined as the nature of
the wildlife resources and habitat of each area before Euroamerican modifi-
cation.

In each park system unit, environmental quality shall be such that visitors

are aware of being in a place of special quality because of their surround-
ings. Manmade feafures and their maintenance will have special qualities
which, in total, express a feeling of environmental quality that differs from

areas where degrading and undesirable features and intrusions are com-

monplace.

Archeological values shall be identified, recorded, and evaluated by profes-
sionally qualified persons and provision shall be made for their protection
and interpretation, when appropriate. Construction work shall not be
undertaken until it has been determined by professional staff, designated by
the director, that significant archeological resources will not be damaged.
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Appendix C: Glossary of Terms

GRAPHIC
SYMBOL FACILITY — DESCRIPTION/COMPONENTS

’ ENTRY ROAD
Vehicle access point,

PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
Non-vehicle access point.

PUBLIC TRANSIT STOP
Bus stop sign, bench.

REST AREA
Parking, restroom.

CONTACT STATION
Small structare, entry gates, park information display,
telephone, electricity, staff restroom, storage area,

8 8000

RANGER STATICN
Structure for office, staff meeting area, park information
display, dispatch radio, public telephone, restroom, staff
shower,
Structure(s} for maintenance shop, equipment and material
storage (optional — may be located separately).
Structure(s) or trailer pad{s} for employee housing {optional —
may be located separately) utilities.

SERVICE AREA
Structure(s) for maintenance shop, equipment and material
storage (when located separately from Ranger Station} utilities.

@ EMPLOYEE HOUSING AREA
Structure(s) or trailer pad(s) for employee housing (when
located separately from Ranger Station) utilities,

VISITOR CENTER
Structure for collections, interpretive displays, meeting area,
theater, library, shop, docent headquarters, restroom, utilities.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER
Structure(s} for sleeping, meetings, dining, instruction restroom,
utilities, parking.

a—4 CAMPFIRE CENTER
Stage, screen, electricity, seating, fire circle.

ACTIVITY/PURPOSE

Public vehicular access.
Public non-vehictilar access.
Public transit users access.

Roadside rest area for travelers.

Fee coflection, public information and
safety, and controf of park access.

Park -administration, information, main-
tenance, public safety, storage of equip-
ment and materials, employee living area.

Park maintenance, storage of equipment
and materials,

Employee living area.

Public information and education, arti-
fact and specimen preservation and
storage, docent training and activities,
sale of environmental information and
documents.

Environmental education programs.

Public entertainment, information, and
education.
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FAMILY CAMPGROUND

The number of units is as indicated on the plan. Each unit
contains an individual flat parking pad, a picnic tabie, and a
fire ring or BBQ. The campground includes: a road system,
gates, water supply points, refuse collection points, and
rastrooms with showers,

GROUP CAMPGROUND

The number units is as indicated on the plan, Each unit
contains parking for 10 cars and one bus, a tent pitching area
for 50 people, picnic tables, BBQs, a fire cirle, a water suppiy
point, a refuse collection point, a restroom with showers, and
an open area for group activities and informal games. Several
units may be clustered together to allow use by larger groups.

HIKE-IN/BIKE-IN CAMPGROUND

The number of units is as indicated on the plan. Each unit
contains space for up to 5 people, a picnic table, a food/pack
box, a fire ring or BBQ, 5 bicycle racks. Each group of units
contains a water supply point, a refuse collection peoint, and a
restroom with showers,

EQUESTRIAN CAMPGROUND

The number of units is as indicated on the plan, Each unit
contains a parking space for a vehicle and horse trailer, a picnic
table, and a fire ring or BBQ. The staging area includes: corrals,
a saddling area, a water supply, a refuse collection point, a
manure collection point, and a restroom with showers.

WALK-IN CAMPGROUND

The number of units is as indicated on the plan. Each unit
contains space for up to B people, a picnic tabie, a food/pack
box and a fire ring. Each group of units contains a refuse
coliection point and one restroom. Located no further than %
mile from the parking area.

TRAIL CAMP

The number of units is as indicated on theé plan. Each unit
contains space for 15 backpackers/horseback riders, 3 fire
rings, and a restroom. Temporary hitching post .or corral
{optional}. Note: there is no water and no refuse collection
points). Trail camps are located no claser than one mile from
the trailhead.

INTERPRETIVE EXHIBIT

Display panell(s).

RESTROOM

Portable toilet or pit toilet or comfort station or combination
building. Utilities as required.

Appendix C

Overnight use by families and individuals
in selfcontained vehicles, or cars/
motorcycles with tents.

Overnight use by organized groups on a
reservation basis.

Overnight use by families, small groups,
or individuals on foot or bicycies.

Overnight use by families, groups, or
individual horsemen,

Overnight use by families, small groups,
or individuals who may be unable to
backpack fong distances.

Overnight use by famiiies, small groups,
or individual  backpackers/horseback
riders.

Information and education.

Sanitation.
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SCENIC OVERLOOK
Bench, focator map, interpretive exhibit (optional}, hitching
post.

NATURAL HERITAGE POINT OF INTEREST
Natural feature site, interpretive exhibit {optionai}.

CULTURAL HERITAGE POINT OF INTEREST
Human activity site, interpretive exhibit {optional).

TRAILHEAD
Parking, restroom, picnic tables, refuse collection point, water
supply point {optional), interpretive display {optionai), locator
map.

TRAILHEAD — EQUESTRIAN
Parking {15 vehicles and trailers), restroom, picnic tables,
refuse collection point, manure collection point, eater supply
point, interpretive display {optional}, locator map.

HIKING TRAIL
Unpaved with varying lengths and degrees of difficulty, loop
opportunities, rast stops with picnic tables.

EQUESTRIAN TRAIL
Same as above,

BICYCLE TRAIL
Destination type, paved.

INTERPRETIVE TRAIL — SELF GUIDED
Short length, loop traif with guide brochure, numbered posts
and/or interpretive displays,

BEACH
Designatec! swimming/boating area, parking, restrooms, showers
{optional), lifeguard stands (optionai}.

PARKING
Paved aor unpaved vehicle parking area. The number of spaces
is as indicated on plan.

FAMILY PICNIC AREA
The number of units is as indicated on the plan. Each unit con-
tains a parking space, a picnic table, and a BBQ. Each group of
units contains a water supply point, a refuse collection point,
a restroom.,

GROUP PICNIC AREA
The number of units is as indicated on the plan. Each unit con-
tains parking for 20 cars or 2 buses, 20 picnic tables, a group
BBQ, a water supply point, a refuse collection point, a restroom,
and an open area for group activities and informal games.

Rest stop, public information.

Preservation, interpretation.
Preservation, interpretation.
Walking, hiking, and/or bicycling starting

point, public information.

Horseback riding starting point, public
information.

Waiking, hiking, jogging.
Horseback riding, mountain bicycling,
walking, hiking, jogging.
Bicycle riding, walking, hiking, jogging.

Walking, public education.

Swimming, sunbathing, boating.

Vehicle parking.

Famify picnicking, day-use activities,

Group picnicking, day-use activities.
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Appendix D:
CEQA Comments and Responses

The Department of Parks and Recreation circulated the Preliminary General Plan
and Draft Environmental Impact Report for public review to state agencies
through the State Clearinghouse, and to the Sierra Club, City of Morro Bay,
County of San Luis Obispo, California Coastal Commission, Environmental
Center of San Luis Obispo, Morro Bay Golf Course Advisory Comumittee, Natu-
ral History Association Docent Council, and the Los Osos/Morro Bay Chapter of
Small Wilderness Area Preservation, as well as to several individuals. Notice of
availablility was published in the San Luis Obispo Telegram-Tribune. Copies of
the document were made available for public review at the County Library
Branch in the City of Morro Bay and at the San Luis Obispo District Office of the
California Department of Parks and Recreation. Comments were received from
the Morro Coast Audubon Society, San Luis Obispo County, California Native
Plant Society, Docent Council, County Service Area #9, California Department of
Fish and Game, and numerous individuals. The comments from the individuals
and some of the other agencies primarily focused on the issue of the removal of
eucalyptus from Montana de Oro State Park and, secondarily, on the issue of day
use fees. These comments have been summarized and a single response has
been prepared. For the other comments received, the numbered response corre-
sponds to the indicated numbered sections in the comments.

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and the State
CEQA Guidelines, the Preliminary General Plan with the Response to Comments
constitutes the Final EIR, and was certified and approved by the State Park and
Recreation Commission at a June 1988 public hearing in the City of Morro Bay.

The letters received by the department and the responses to them may include
references to page numbers, paragraphs, etc. Please note that these references
are to the preliminary general plan document which was circulated for public
review; those items will not be found in the same location in this document, the
final general plan.
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Response

1. Comment noted.
This has been discussed
previously with the

. County.
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Department of Planning and Building
San Luis Obispo County

James M. Doyla, Supervisor
Zavironmencal Raview Ssccicn
Dapartaent of Paziks and Kscreation
F.0. Bax 942896

Sacrsmmmta, CA 34296-000L

2&: MOMTANA DE GRD « Preliaminary Genersl Plan
Daar Mr. Doyls,
Yo have veaviewsd the abows dacumen: and affer the following commests.

The deeft plam Involves land withia the jurisdiceiomn of che coumty and
subject to the provisioms of tha cowsty’s Local Comstal Progras. The
comaty has recently gaised certificatiom of lts wmatire Loecal Cosscal
Program (LCP) and ctha Cosstzl Coumisaiom will delegacs permit authoriry
te the comacy om March 31, 1988. The LLF coetains & mmbar of policies,

duyzds sad opdi which will effect thosa projects aaticipated in
your draft geaeral plan.

An a generzl commemt, the draft plia appears to set forth a cumber of
programs that will Improve the park in the future. We are pleased with
the scope and dapth of cthe analysis. Howaver, we do Zesl thaf some very
isportant consideracions may lhave been averlooked as %o commiszancy with
the county's Local Cozstal Programt

i. As & procedural manner, it needs to be acknowladged cthat che gouncy’s
LGP requires that the Park Geserzl Flam be sybmitted to the coumcy
for forsal rwview coomistent with policy 6, of tha Racreatiom and
Yisttor=farving PFacility Chapter of the LGP Policy Documeat. The
Developaest Plam procass purausot to sectiom 23.02.034 of che Comstal

teCliruls

APR T man
T m

g-2Y69
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3.

Zona Land Usa Ovdinsnes is the sppropriste procedura for their formal
tavigw. This is Tequired prior to !splementaticn of the plan in che
valacerporated arsa of the cowmty and is memnt to coordipace the
varicos parcs of the plamming and permit processiag stape of the
Gesarsl Plsa. e would be glad to meet and discuss application ssd
ather taview procssses.

Zased cu 2 briaf review of the laned use proposala, we do usc see any
sgjor pEubleme with the draft plem, slthough we agticipate co conduct
& more dacailed cossistascy reviaw upom develepsenc plam review,

&8 en informacilonsl mecter, wa have received s substastisl number of
diguaturas o patitioss opposismg tha policy of euealypcus tres
remsval. ¥a will be revisewing this propesal in grestar detail under
authocily for parmif lsswsmns delegated £o Cha comty purswaat to the
Cosgtul At smd with applicable polizies of the commey’s Local
Cdastal Progeam.

Tarly s the wotsss, w& provided woo s copy of the councy's Local
Coastal Program. If yem need say sdditioas) informacion or clarificacion
of thesa points, pleass don'tc hesitarts £o call me.

Sincersly,

JOR HO R, Semior Plasner
Local Coaseal Progras Coordisator

JHS $5/96031
3/25/88
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Response

2. The General Plan is
incorrectly quoted. The
GP reads, "necessary
facilities to help meet
current and future
recreation demand” in
recognition of the fact
that the department
could never meet all the
recreational demand.

3 . The reference to
ocean swimming is
made in the context of
the recreational demand
in San Luis Obispo
County as a whole, not
Montana de Oro State
Park. This information™
comes from the most
recent California
Qutdoor Recreation
Resource Plan data
available, not from the
user surveys distributed
at the individual State
Park System units in the
Morro Bay area.

4. The determination
of the desirability or
possibility of acquisi-
tion of these lands
depends on too many
factors to commit the
department to the
extent recommended.

5. The department has
no authority to elimi-
nate hunting from those
state-owned lands
which are in Morro Bay,
but not within the State
Park.

194
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6. Enforcement of any
regulation depends on
the availability of patrol

7. The department

2301 Johnacn Ave., #13

San Luis Obispe, Ca.2340l1
March-30, 19830

Bruce L. Kranc, Manager

Ganeral Plan & Policy Developwent

Departseant of Parks & Recrsation

P.G. Box 942836

Sicramanto, Ca. 94236-0001

Daar Mr. Eranz:

I would like to submit the following comments on your Preliminary
Ganeral Plan for Montana de Ovo State Pavk.

On most lssuss, this plan teflacts & Teasonable balance bacvasn
the need to procsct natural resouzces and the demands of a zrow-
ing population.

The follaﬂngnzcmcn-ozicntad statsments are halpful:
Escablish: s Californis Cozszal Trail link (page &)
Procaction of rare and endangersd plants (page 54
Coastal Dune Management/Livestock Grazing (page 53)
Acquisitions List {(pages 32-93)

Knpi.n: Spooner Gove unpaved (page 114}
Reduced Coon Craek parking (page 117}
Rastricrions on mcuntain bikes (page 119

Some apecific problems:

Page 10: your goal of providing
cuzrent and future demsnds” is unrealistic aad it should ba
recognized as such. Just as every new fraawvay is overloadad
socon aftar its gpening and attracts addirional usezs, sc do
davaloped park facilicies. dseting demand can only be achieved
in the private sector, with its ability to raspond to the oarkac
pisce withbout having to protsct public lands.

"nacsasary facilities %o maet

Puge 15: Whars did you get the idaa thaz ocean swimming is
the SECOND HIGHEST projectad demand here? Accarding to your
Auguat 1987 Newslecter, 11% zated swisming at Acascadero State
Beach (versus 46T walking), and only 31 at Montana da Jvo
(varsus 412 walking).

Paga 48: Could the. policy statamant ot tcquisition of upper
watershad lands be screngthensd from “shall consider acauiring'
to "maks avery effort to acquire”?

Page 52: Could the waterfowl hunting poliey be changed from
“vegulaze™ to "eliminace"?

Page 57: Could you make a Peral Anipal Comcrol committment
for more affactive enforcemant of che leash law, aspacilally on
Bluffs and Coon Cresk trails, vhere un-leashed dogs are common?

Puge 103t Pecho Road may nesd jome ainer chaages, Turnouts,
bike lane, etc., but the reality chac it is "narrow, scenic,

As well za a visual treac, ics

and winding" {s an 2esat.

e
8. The department does not agree that a 121-
parking space increase will significantly diminish
the park's natural atmosphere. That amount repre-
sents a 20% increase over existing capacity.

No agreements were made by the department
on any issues or facilities at the June 1987 meeting,
The aiternative plans shown at the meeting and the




Appendix D

. Ze

iaprovemants.
Darking Areas

@ Wnew 50-100 ear sandspit par

T 20 cars get in?

Water

that water t rement will increase by 5

wvas ac the wa

iz in shorz supply?
tople in this county.

Exocics !
all suatard?

a selective approach.

you say cthat Souch Hazard

Fes Zntrancs Station
t 13 thne oA

single plan shown in the newsletter and at the final
meeting in September 1987 all indicated a 80-100
space parking area. The 80-100 spaces is the esti-
mated capacity of existing roadside parking and it
would be impossible to decrease the number of
spaces needed to accommodate the existing use
without incurring additional operational, safety, and
resource problems.

of thase valuable sssets. Mike scoe cholcas.
areas that aze most sevardy damaged by sucalyptus and recommend
a limited remowal, changing tha wording on pages 56-57 to reflsct

condition setves to discourage speaeding. Please ainimize so-cslled

Tote :Eu\ any othar singla item, incressed parking will attract
more vahicles and diminish the park's natural atmosphera.

On page 31, you state "capacicy of the land for inman recrestion
use is relacively low." On E;.:. 3 you indicace develo

at of &

% area” and z "naw 80-100 caz
Hazsrd Caoyon beach access parking area.”" On page 99 you show
lang to increazse vshicles from 596 to 717, vhich sesms Zoo
2rge. The agreesent reached at the June 1387 workshcp was

for an 30-car Bazard Canyom parking area. Why did an addicional

Page 21:s “Wacer used in park 1ls trucked in from the City of
Morro Bay and atored in tanks." TYet, you gtcjec: (gagt 156)
,000 ta 7,00
par day with 1 development. You plia %o add showars it
Spoanez's Cove. However, according to your survey of Montana
de Oro users, showers wers f15 on a list of "nev and impraved
facilicles requasced” and "lack of flush toilets or showers "
ROTTOM of the list of "what detracts from your
visit" (page 156). Why supply something that {sn't heavily demanded
and Limited water supply is 2 very seansitive

zallons

1 - © Yoy 118t (pagnug’)r mzucard as an exotic. Do you plan to remove

Your toczl-solution responsa to the sucalyptus 13 to ramove all

of them, 2t great cost in both money and community goodwiil.
e Perhaps & compromisza should be zeschad bafore yg:: ﬁ.hmc bg:h
[ an & lew

Tha Tou-can’t-have-it-both-ways-department: On page 106 1 new
parking ares is recommended because it i{s "now parcially

scresnad from the road by axisting eucalyptus trees.” On page 110
Canyon area {3 a& good candidaca for
development bacause it's “vegetatively scraensd to minimizs the
visual impacc.” On page 112 you proposs site for a new cencer

1 becguse it's "screensd by vegetation”’ and 1 new caspground

thaz, again,!s scraensed by "a thick fringe of vegetation.” Ia
all these cases, I baliave the primary vegetation i3 ecucalyptus.

purposs of the park entrance contact stacion?

(page~103), 1s it primarily to provide visitor informacion?

Ia {t to protect visicors and resources? Is Lt Co collace fees?
If so, how will chey ba spant? The financisl picture is not
clear. Your swesping eucslyptus plan is a2 huge expense. You
say (page 152) there are no funds for acquisifion of the Fiald
Ranch. Will entrance fees be sarmarked for wither of these

or will the revsnue simply go into sose departmantzl general

9. The department
recognizes that water
supply is a sensitive
issue along the coast.
Wae, also, are concerned
about water develop-
ment and sewage
disposal. The General

Plan recommendations
to develop running
water/flush toilets, etc.
represent the most
desirable situation to
strive for, but one that
the department may not
necessarily be able to
achieve. The recom-
mendation was based in
part on statewide
visitor preferences, on
departmental experi-
ence and maintenance
concerns, as well as
comuments from Mon-
tana de Oro State Park
visitors made in user
surveys and at work-
shops indicating that
the existing sanitary
facilities need to be
upgraded. The one-
time cost for develop-
ment of permanent
comfort station build-
ings with running water
and flush toilets, etc.,
while initially high
compared to the
installation of chemical
toilets, is usually less
espensive in the long-
run because of the high
costs associated with
rental, frequent replace-
ment, On-going mainte-
nance, and sewage
pump-out and hauling
for chemical toilets. The
other alternative, pit
toilets, is not always a
viable one depending
on soil conditions. The
General Plan makes a
recommendation, but
an actual determination
of the most appropriate
sanitary facilities cannot
be made until specific
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site development plans
are prepared and
additional tests made.

10. see Response to
Eucalyptus Issue.

11, See Response to
Pecho Road/Day Use
Fee Issue.

12. rPublicinter-
ests” are those opinions
and concemns expressed
to the planning tearn by
individuals and special
interest groups at public
meetings, through
letters, and in the user
survey. These interests
may or may not coin-
cide with "departmental
interests” for protecting
park resources, provid-
ing recreation opportu-
nities consistent with
preservation of those
resources, visitor safety,
operational needs, etc.

13. ThestatePark
entrance/contact
station is in the Priority
1list. Its listing as
Priority 3 is a typo-
.graphical error and has
been corrected.
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fund? Is the fes pazt of sz palitical usez-fes philosephy or
is it needed to improve Montana da Qre? A clear explanation
of its purpcse might fncrease its accepcability.

Miscellanequs .

What are the "deparcaectal interescs” to be considered, apar:
from "public interests" (page 1l1)?

The park entrance and contract stacion is listed az both
Priority 1 and #3. Waich is correct?

A fav small editorial arrors chat should ba clsaned up:
Page 6: 7,328 zcres. SJept. 1986 Resource Zlement says 7,328.
Page 9: 1) "approval by California State Parks and Recrsacion
Commizsion is required Lefors to any davelopmenc'
2) Montam ds Oro was astablished In 1964.
{On page 6: "Park beganm in 1355")
Pages 39-401 nawes should be consistent - are cheze Che 2ame pecple:
Mrs. Elaanor H. Maino; Eleanore H. Maino
Oscaxr C. Filald; 0.C. Field
Irane McAlliscer; Irene Stariey MeAllister
Alden Spooner; Alden B. Spooner, Jr.; A.B. Spoomer

Tour efforts to plan for long-range protection are to ba
commanded. Montanz de Oro is a unique place. With some

adjustmencs, your plans should guarintee it an appropriace
future.

Sinceraly,

W, Dr/b:s:___,

Batty Schetzar
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Morro Coast Audubon Socigty, Inc.

- A NopeDrodt Orgunination
- April 11, 1988
===

Suparintandent James Doyls
Environaental Review Section
Dept. of Pazks and Feczwaticn
P.0. 3ox $42806

Ssarsaento, CA 962960001

Dear Jupt. Doyle.

Thank: you for the appartumity to review tha rrelisminary gwmezal
olan for Momtana da Oro State Paxk. Ye Zind the 7lan %o b well thought
auh wd presevied in & profassional mmmer. The Plan takess Iinte
consideration the scological limiting factors of the park into the
devalopment of new sites, Ve do not Zesl that the plan tries o
gverdeveiop the paric. Yo see throughowt the plam attsapts to ninimirze
the sffects of mmans oa the park and to oreserm the zari’'s crinstive
charastar.

‘te feel though thet the Iollowing points newd to be adiressed zore
fully.

1. Land Aoyuistion. We fael that the DPazk nesds 40 aske 3 comnitnent
to aguize land axeund tho 7axt that 1t has fdemtified a= im-eom-as, I
the tarl: oss not malie thiz comitoent now they aay lose the opportunity
to aquire these lands.

e foil that there are two important aress that the pazit aewds to
rursue now, the snd of the sand apit and the Fleld Rsnch. 'hile PC22
now nesds the rmach for safety and security of the miclesr powwr plant
after the plant is decomaissioned {in 2070 yeaz%) they wall zrobably
want to 3all it. The park needs to obkaid. opticos om the antire
ranch now.

2. Land Usa. In kmeping with the general land use objective of
Preserving the integrity md bewmty of the lmxiscape and the pwrik's
gulat prinitive charactar, the park should develop a policy against
any dumping of spoils from doedging of the tmy onto park TEwrery.

RECEIVED

. APR 13 968
Post Ciica Sox 140 « Mamo Bay, Callornia 93442 . 3‘.—2637

Response

14. The Legislature
must appropriate funds
before the department
can make commitments
to acquire Jlands. The
General Plan identifies
both areas mentioned as
desirable additions to
the State Park.

15. Disposal on
State Park System lands
of soil from dredging
requires departmental
approval. In certain
cases, such as beach
replenishment, spoil
disposal can benefit the
unit. Therefore, the
department does not
want to categorically
exclude all spoil dis-

posal.
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16. See Eucalyptus
Issue Response.

17. Concur.

18. The department
believes that the pro-
posed" Wildlife Requir-
ing Special Manage-
ment Considerations”
policy adequately
serves as a protective
policy for the snowy
plover as well as other
species of special con-
cern. The General Plan
is purposely non-
specific to provide the
managment flexibility —
for the changing status
of species.

19. More definite
decisions on water
development and
sewage disposal are
beyond the scope of the
General Plan and will
be made when specific
site development plans
are prepared for im-
plementation.

20. The department
is legally required to
award concessions
projects through the
public bidding process.
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Morro Coast Audubon Society, Inc.

A HNou-Prolt Orgurizution

3. Sxotic Species. Ve feel thet controlling the eucalypus is very
taportant Wt do zot ab this tiwe smpport the total rsmovel of eucalyTus
from the park. Ye support though the iomediate resoval of ali suexlyus
from Tipariin arwas. e feel in cther areas that containment of the forest
to revent spreading ind Tesoval of zaplings shouli be ths =anagezent
poliey. If a plan for the complete Iwmoval of the mealyros is adspied,
care shonld be taken in detarmining how ig of 3 s3xnd of <=res needs io
be laft for sfmarch Tutterfly rooctis. Temperature and humidity are
important faocoes 1t Tooet sits salection s¢ the size of the remaining
stands nesds o Do large soough for these factors 4o Ha seet.

&, Leust Tearns. Ye wrpport the policy for the California Least
T, e wizh o point oot the importance of a comtinuing program aof
faTvering arwas for lsast temn nesting in light of tha neat foumd on
the sandaplt in 1987, Ve fesl it if 1 nesting colony is found, that
the sres nesds to be fenced as well as pasted 0 kmep cut predator: and
Txneas .

%, Joowy Plovers. The amowy Plover was awmtioned In the 5lan as
a specien of spewcisl comcemn, tut no policy towamds it was stated.

Due t& recsat somination by the Yatiomal Andubom Society for Ilating
2z @ threstened steciss, we.feel that the pazk nesdz 4o formalats
a policy for lia Dowtection. The fark may want 4o comsider clssing
18 pew zcces Tosd to the sendapit (when built) to wehlcular raffic
during nesting season as wall as posiing the srea.

5, Yater Supply. W feel that watar devrlopment and savage ilspasal
siwould e & mmber one Frioriiy. A zors dafiniia claz Iz o
shoul? be develaped.

_ 7. Camp KEEP. We feel that it is Iapertant to comiimue io
rm an eavironeental sducation rrogran at Mimtama de Qro Siats Tint,
He view with comcern the opening up af such i program o conceasiona
through the mblile bidding procsss,

Poat Offica Bax 150 - Moo Bay, Cailornia 93442
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Morro Coast Audubon Society, Inc.

‘é A MowrPrik Orgusicniion

T

-

e wish to themi the Parica and Rscreation Department for the
opportmities it aliowsd tha pabllc forminpat into the geteral nlmt
and the incorpation of suggestions and concerns of the Tublic Into
the plam.

Sincerely,
MOPRO CONSERYATION COMMITTEE

I\Mgrl Tt
_Consazva Committae Menber

Post Office Bax 160 « Monm Bay, Califonia 93442
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3/16/5%8

Jamas Uovle, Sucervisor
Environmantal Review Ssction
Desarsmant of Parks and Recreasion
7, 0. Bosx F4289&6

Sacraments, CA F2436-3292%

Dmar Suvervisor Doylw,

A committee of the Docent Council Mas reviswss ne
Brglisinary Gensral Slans for Morrs Say Stats Qars ara
Monwtana Do Oro State Pard amng has agresc uoam the fallowing
cComMantary.

Firet, we Bave LBaen very alsasea with the olarmers'
reaction o our sarlisr input. In general terms, w»e belisve
the preliminary slans are good. We commend you ang ysur
associates. ln most imatances of Pegative coweent Delow,
ouw concayn 1S timing o emchasis more Than susstance, as
vau willi sae.

To make our cosition as clewar as cossible, I will
cowmeT™i about G&SH SArk Tacility secarately.

MORRC 9AY STATE PARK

1. We dom't understand what's nagoerming with the foilet
facilitiss i the marini. Some are nesded thare, especially
if you ars going %0 uograde the food facility thers and dut
in a lot of picmic taoles at tne east end of The marina. The
plan seemn ta csil for miiminating the toilets dut nos
renlacing thaw.

2. The UPA nolicy *or reclacing exotic adlants wiih
native alants 1S One we agree with onilosochnically. Ue
think it needs very careful thimking 1n this situatian since
removal of Montarey Cyorses, Ponterey Pine, and Sucalyotus
rrom Morra Bay State park will also orobadly remove mamy of
h® 1.4 Million visitors. The native reglacement would e
Bush willow amd sErub cak ——and 1%t would probably taxe
saveral deucaces %o get svew that. Custing of the existing
tresn will cause a kuge sublic autory and Siatart your
ultimats goal. It sesms to us you will fing vno sdjection ta
a policy of praventing reoreductian of thess 3owcies and
their dizancesrance 3y attrition avar the next thirty ov
forty years. We recommend that aooroach, with loug gqublis
oroclamations af tne policy since local news wedia give the
inpression  Nost of mangers are novering ocm the scge of tne
forsst with running Shailm Saws,
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HeFfman to Daviw cagwid

3. The policy suggests the need for curatorial hels in
the pressrvation of historical -photogragns. As it nacoens,
docamts have updased, catalogued and storsg all historical
photagrashs in the wuseum this year according %o Standards -
outliined Dy the American Assocration of Musaums. This wax
poRe With "o 3tate money, and 18 indicative of the xind of
activity aur Jocents can Serfore. W8 could gerform miracles
:f we could et sven suall amounts of state morey for ather
curatortal activities such as collect:i:ons managenent,
taxitdermy, arnd sa an.

4: Your plans == if any ~= for uggdating wunibBits 1m She
Muleum are inadesuates, unspecific, and cof far oo low a
priority. A committee of dOCENTS Nal Deen meeting BuaeLm
4L’ for several months ts detartine the nesds of the
mMusaum for exbiaits whicn fit its purcose, style, anc
prospects. O of this writing, we are swpecting a grouo
Trom the state o Sit Jown with our commities in the near
future o revisw our procwss and JrOQress to CAtR. e
bwligve the reasults of this affort will impact your zlane.

3. The plan sowsws of relocating the cawcfire center
withous specifying its reiocation. At one time, the clan was
t0 oun—it somawhere a4t the west end of the marina,. We have
ot sen any recemt specifics of a relocation, Dut we
reitaracte that any location in the western saction of the
marina im too windy and too cold to sugoors the 4ing of
campfire activity we Shind you want. Whersver the camofire
covtly foes, it will neeg & surrounding of trses (#xoftio or
otherwiss) to brsak The wind.

S, We LYelisva inarovesewmt af TNe Neron rookery Sarking,
slatfors, and handicap acCess J8SSVEs MucCh MOre thnan
rigrity lwvel II. W alic sugpest tHhat thers De carding
for Flve automaiiles and ane bus/motor hYome/camoer. During
its active monthe, this is ore of the most pooular s1%8% 17
the garid. We Selisve it sMould be a hign griority activity.

7. At the SEme time, we Seliaxve tne change of the roaa
layout im slacsd on oo hign a priority and Suggost it @
moved down to level II. The enginssring asoects of the new
»oad may net have Deen as fully sonsiderws as they shoula
have bwen., W bDwlieve the cnange will rmet only oe
inconvenient for camperd, trallses, mMotor NomeEs and the like
== im the ssnas they will Nave a sceec ascant immediately
followed by & sSteepn descent whsnever Imtering or leaving She
ark = But will also contribute to potentially severe
aresion in any wet wincer we Dave. We uncerstand the
reagons for She proposed roac relacation, dut feel maost
other anoscts of the clam will deliver a much SetSwr
cost/enefis ratic., For siamocle, =he road rFreloca2tion is
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Hoffman %o Doyle gage =3~

*lustifise” on the Sasis oFf a reed for a Class I bicycle
laney But the bike lane for South Bay Elvd, wnich is mugn
mare Neavily traveileo with much higher sdewd Srarffis, is
cnly destinsd forr a Classe II Sike lane. Saf® Samoer accass
£ the NMarine mesdow can Do ACMiaved at mucH lower SCEt with
propEe Cross walks. And B3 om.  We think serigus
reconsideration should oe givem %@ tha zians for relocating
Seate Park Aocad, and 17 the slan design is Fimally fixec
ugon, lmplesentakion should be & low prioriiy.

8, Parking at the musaus is improved omly by soace for
SO busses. We Jon't belisve that is smough. e do resq
sgace for two bussas, but we are finding more and more ofien
thess davs that the museum parking lot is full for many of
ur activities sven whem no Dusses aAre thare.

9. Qne of our docwnts wae slightly of fended by the
statemsrt (page 33} that “Trairned anc certified dooEnts
should bhe encouraged to &id the unit SEaAr?, .....” “Whay
he nell do they think we've Seew doing all these years?"
was the reaction. The implicatiom that we ought o 4o
something welve been gaing forr & lang time should »Ot Aoomar
irn the final document.

13. The plarn refers $o0 upcazirg the Teachners Guice The
DPA still sellm. The Docwne Counmcil mas felt 1t =8 35 Qut
of catw we have NIt used it for mary years. f a Teacher’s
Suige is nesded,; then tThe Dresent ore should he scracoed ang
3 nawm one sterted Trae scraton.

ti. The newly acguired preoerty locally callad the
"E1fim Forest® (provaaly called tnw Qtta Jwacwriy 2y 4he
DPR) is an important acjunct to Morro Hay State Park. It
nas a numper of rare plants, an active small masmal and Dird
posuiation, amd is patentially a fimne rature oressrve. It 13
rof “coversd” significantly ‘in she 2@ year alan. It ougns
T3 DE.

2. A number AF vary Miror TRIAGE QYAtTe. WE ars Jroug
of the Zillesen Bowen Learming Zanterp She glan misscells her
rawe. Local Dirders will be giad 9 Het thwre Nasn’'t neen a
Sage Sparrow in Morrc Day State Park in more than five
yoars, yot it is still on youwr last. There's 3 tyDo wnign
lists the annual number of visitors to the pDark as 1.4
people. None of these is vital 5o the olan Out careful
resders ore Jjarved Dy such Tiny things and all they reslly
require is a4 bit more carw in editing, At the sane time,
the summary in the Morro Day State Park olan is excellent
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Hoffman to Doyle pagE: =&

while & similarly clear summary doss not exist in the
Montana de Oro plam.

MONTANA DE ORO

1. Qur correct name iw on the lssternead of this
document. AS used in some places in She report (page L49,
for Ssample) an iMpresslonw 18 Zivew that our volurtesrs
serve only Morrs Say. We nope the corrsct name will oe usss
in the firal recors. “

2. In this repors you sSay the OPR is going to survey
the unit for Least Tern nesting sites. You way not oe aware
that the Paint Asyes Bird Obssrvatory in cogperation with
local ornithologints, already has a long-~terw accurate atudy
on fhis sudject. The same is trus of the Smowy Plover ara
othe birds in area parks. We suggest your plarmers gjet
sogather with local crmithologists before undertaking
surveys in the arss) 1oms have alresdy besn done and srrors
apout bDirda inm the plans suggees lack of local khowlwdye.

3. We fsel the question of mountain Dikes is not
agequataly addressec in the plan. Mountain bikes are
gangsrous to hikers, horsamam, horticulSure and halging
woile If the growth of oiking {(listed First in your
Aecrsational Activities ssction: contiruss urmeesqulated st
the present rate we'll all be lucky if thnere's a usadle and
verdant Montana de Oro State Park in twemty years.

4. W "mel the zcguisition aof the private land at tne
tip of the sandspit should be isolementsd as soon as
possible. Ang asguisition of some partion of the former
Fisle Ranch should be pursusd vigorously.

T, We want to make sure sigmificant imorovements are
made in the park be¥ore a contact station is inmstallec.
There will be great local resistarceE To A Cay-uls TEe urless
lozal peonie see 2 significant visidle effore to vagracge hw
2ark oefore a day-use fewe is imocownsz.

G, Wher the issus of taking over Pecho Road coses un,
local peonle will point sut that coaunty—-maintained roaas :n
Momtana De dre are axcpllewt whils DPA-maintained »oacs are
owalorable.

7. U believe a very Nigh priority should be given to
the femcing of park sast boundariss in the sandsoit area ano
the curtailing of all vehicular traffic in that ares sxcest
am a4 road ta a parking lot as praocasad. However, w8 fawl
Zhat a S8-i0% venicle paruing facility 1s a huge averkill.
bin recommand a mawimus of 29 spaces and JrowEh fras there

Respon Se 271. Correction noted.

22. Information
noted.

23. The department
recognizes mountain
biking as a legitimate
recreation activity. The
department is currently

developing guidelines
for the regulation of
mountain bike use
within the State Park
Systemn. Recreational
conflicts and resource
protection will be the
criteria for permitting
or limiting their use.

24. The legislature
must appropriate funds
before the department
can actively pursue
acquisition of land.
Acquisition of the tip of
the sandspit is not
considered as high a
priority as some other
desirable lands that are
more threatened by the
potential for adverse
development.

25. SeetheRe-
sponse to the Pecho
Road/Day Use Fee
issue.

26. Fencing of the
State Park boundaries
near Army Road and
the sandspit is listed in
the General Plan as
Priority 1 for implemen-
tation. The number of
spaces recommended
for the proposed new
sandspit parking area is
based on the need to ac-
commodate existing
use. Estimates of
existing use are based
on first-hand observa-
tions by the park's
operation staff.
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27. The purpose of
a new parking area on
the bluff south of the
mouth of Hazard Can-
yon is to replace the
existing parking along
Pecho Valley Road in
this area. An existing
horse trail on the south
side of the canyon will
be improved to provide
adequate pedestrian
access to the beach as
described in the General
Plan. On the shoulder
of the road near the
start of the existing trail
to the beach on the
north side of the
canyon, approximately
10 safe, head-in parking
spaces can be devel-
oped. The existing trail
to the beach on the
north side of the canyon
will remain for access to
the beach from these
spaces. Railings or
signing will be installed
along the road to
prevent cars from
continuing to park
helter-skelter along the
roadside.

28. CampKEEP
has indicated its interest
in continuing to operate
in its existing location
while a permanent
environmental educa-
tion center is being
developed.

29 Currently, cars

park on both sides of
Pecho Valley Road at
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mof*man o Doyle sages =%

aniy A% USE FECULEES iT. The glan says Tnmre 1T 3 larse
exi1zzing FAQ1iity at the end of Army Trail A0ac: ITNere arz
never move than % or & cars Shere. 4 313 rew Jarking
fac1lity will inCreass park solicing srogloms. we Tomi.

4., W4e're Not IUre we uNIErSTaNT ThE Jrddcsal FIe T ZRasT
ACCHSS Darkimg? soutn of NaIizard Zarvor. O ere 1S A0 Iealt
south of mazzarz Canvon umtil you gmt 20 Sacerer's Sove. e
T motion 1% %O DuT & darding Lot on Ine o0 of tae olifT
south of lazzarc Deach, SHen lots S5f care will nrave o SR
caken with SEACT acCowes saince Low grade (s 8o steec anc loe
naw Darking lot would o® S0 Far adove tNe Jeacn. LUnless
sarving on thne rosd LT onysicaliv 1MGOBEITIE AVC FULIS
sgaimsT 1T strICTly anforcec, SOArE wi.l Til. @ &
colimption oFf zars inm Maztard CJrows vallev since T 13 A
virtually "watsr ilsvel' rout® o SOe amact anc wurfisg. LT
many surfers wiil wan: to Sarry 3 304ara uo That Sui T arc
rot many wlceriy Jwodle will e ao.e to Crag ther azic}
DoCiw$ UM o A SErking iot 4n too of tne i gouTh af
AAZIAFE TaNyar UR.ESS SERACT ACCESS 13 FPAICMAILE Teon T3
AFOOOKSC QATHING LoT.

F. Camo <ZZP is an imoortast ENTLLY La To® Tard. 1T
MEISE TIrAaIlnY THE NEXt CENEFATION SO EN oy ARG [resETve TR
aErM.e MEVIAZ 1T may 78 a GOOC 1S3 Jut ANy IUER @AC/ETICT
SMould GaM® Qlac® N A MARMEr WN1CT HJedos 1T JDeM Susies T
rOSeas.

13, The zlan calls for sutencing Toe Soassa. Trazl
tAvaugs the cark. THat Irings to mind an @VENT W0L0T GE
HeSUFRIAG MOME ane MOre “rsauentlr,  Tacvang At TOe Tea
mLi®fg Traili Neac 13 JNCOMING J1FFIQULT OF AERYRRSS. AR
Tave come %o TER. YNAC Jarwing AR I8 SCEAN SIoe ¥ am roas
at thne Sea Cliffs Trail Neac snould DR OMON1IIT8Cy JIRS3
ahysically and oy requlat.ow, ard & 3%5=Z3 car Faciiltv Je
instalied om tHa itnlanc sige of Toe ANAD Al
Coave antrarnce 20 tae ~rall. Thal wroli L
free for the Coastal “ra:l ang “cliean o’ ® Trasl e v
e L EY L1 IFf anyOrs D&% S0 %1%t ITErE And L DA4 RT TR YE?EN.
cney cam get out of Their veniTie o ©% 3.

& Sanare=’e
TR oCcPh Low

11. Uogracimg thne sar<ing area at Coon Dreex s
MENT1oPed. WE AGreR 41th INAt, Dut we Tesl DA Wit e
sossinle acguisition of some fass 3 the ‘ormer Figls lance,
wRATEvVEr 13 cone At Coon Creax SAoULS UECTIALI® INAT T G A
vary Likelv apat for a family camoing dagility wAen SOE zasov
eRSANCES SOULMWArG. THE Samdlen J0TENT:al 1n TTat arTa
smoulg 08 BVAludtes SEFORR MAXIME & TiRAL 0L1ar For Tar-=i~I.

the Bluff Trailhead. Exactly how the parking area will
be enlarged will not be determined until specificc site
development plans are prepared. However, existing
and proposed use of this area does not justify devel-
opment of a parking area as large as 35-50 spaces.
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Horffnanr to Dovie sage: —~5

i2. As 1m morro Bay State Sare, wa Tee. toe ~wclicemer—
2f exotic Dlant SOBCIES WITh nadive IIICIRG SOQULE 6. corm
in Montara ce Oro ay atIrition. & same “eulet e L L 1
“or elimination of ewotics at vorro Bay sasulc adoly at
mortana Qe Jro. When ~8 recommens BLLMIMATidn o ade
YPEOWTT, wWE NRAN TUTTIAS SUT EVErVINIAG SMe RS 4SBT 1o
£ Clamete™ At Jrounc Level, a8 9 1srw The oy af
Srees SY L CLANGTEr Or LWSE, A8 W& J@l.EVE 1S IJeLng oone
SUrTENtily, Wlll MOC SIgriTicantly iNCreas® % SCRRE A<
WIIEM AATIVE DLANTS TAKS OVEr N8 Area welie ST will
significantly CeCresASE CUrrEn: enjovment oY e Dark, e,
and scientists at Cal Foiy Sarm .uis GYisco, Tommicern ¥
CouREFUL L anyore fce Livieg #4130 8@ a el T=sustaic A
NALIVE olant COMMUPLStY Whers ThErR 18 NOw FUSALY¥ITUS A
montana de Gro.

13, Finaily, we fael fnat increasi g ose oF S e 2are
FRQULIYE 2 wYStEaM For SUNQLlYyiNg DOCATIE WALET S0 Cavmuimey

ANC CATDEY'S. A8 Ar® Jelng careful A0T TO0 3Ay WISrR Ve Lacen

sroulg come from, SINCE we SHINK NAT'ES & TOugh Cuest:ion,
CuT we do Jwiieve 20ta0le water IUDCILNE are SEBERTLAL Ton
an upgraded gare Yaciiity.

e don' & want to ang fAa1s lengthy leccer on 3 Ligt o7
BULOGEET iOns For aMEeNGMEnTS Io SNe Dlant, 30 [ 4m Dieczes 1o
FELTRrATE TAAT Wi Are grateful for tne CRvellomens mace o3
date o tNede dlans ANcC ADQrOVE URreSErvVECly TR oyriac o
1CEAR A3 ZrO0CSALS Wl NAVEe Not COMMENTEG UTCT.

resoect fully,
Tor e Docers Coumc:i

. Sresioens

30. Over half of the
public that evaluated
development alterna-
tives for Montana de
Oro State Park rejected
the idea of a camp-
ground at Coon Creek.
Any plans for public
access to the Fields
Ranch should consider
the sensitivity of the
natural resources at the
mouth of Coon Creek.
In addition to a small
wetlands area, the creek
supports steelhead and
the beach serves as
wildlife habitat aned
roosting sites for many
species of birds, includ-
ing cormorants and
gulls. This secluded
beach has been pro-
tected up to now by the
lack of public access to
the area. Ifitisac-
quired as public prop-
erty, the resources
would be severely
impacted by the heavy
visitor use associated
with development of a
nearby campground.

31. see Eucalyptus
Issue Response.

32. The plan
recognizes the need to
provide potable water.
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Response

33. SeeResponse to
Pecho Valley Road/Day
Use Fee Issue.

34, see Responses
Nos. 27 and 29.
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174 Craigwsy, San Luis Cbispe, CA 93401

THE CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY
DEDACATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF CALFCRMIA  MNATIVE ACRA
. 20 Hexch 33
Jumts A. Doyle
calif. Dept. of Paziks &k Racreaciom Gen. Plan, Moutaoa

1416 Mioch 3treec Da Ora Scate Park

Sacrammto, Ch 95814

Dear Mr. Doyle:

Wa have two points %o comment on. The firsc

is tha cloming of Pecho R4 =l charging peopls to use

the road. Wa are opposed o this. The second is rhe

ealargemant of parking sreas, If this is serely widen
. che zoad it is alright, If it meane carving out new

pariisg lots we avw opposed. We are in favar to Daegoer

sccans and upgeading iacerprative programe.

RS W

ﬂn Gaskin
Coaservation Chair

Cosstal Commiseion
925 da la Vina, 3anca Barbara, GA 33101

RECE(VED
MAR 21 1968
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' Response

-l
minimize any ispacts on State Pack System resources”.
The Departsent believes that any potential illegal 35, The policy isa
hunting on State Pack Systes property can bde handied . .
b}; proper signing and cegulation enforcement, and that direction to the depart-
the elininacion of nunting over a patentially large .
b\gzthundcnui.nld azea is unnoc;snry. The alisinagien ment and its staff to
of hunting from Maccro Bay (& significant and :
:rlditﬂnn set‘:ru:i?gal‘:wimiu if \'.h;ulpuuciu cooperate with the De-
are Iully and libetally implesanted will elimizate one 1
of the few places in California that gnattached Partm‘?“t of Fish and
buntecs have the opportunity to hunt black braat, Game in the regulation,
5. The palicy of cimarian ecosystem protection does net not elimination, of
@ g9 far enough to adequataly protect this critical . .
I;ahint typ;.ﬁu dnq;ldnt‘gn ezisit:rh:u. The hunhng- There is no
epartaent eves that all critical habitst areas PR
shaul: be protscted from advu:! 1:9::2; ulofiand pi‘OpOS&I for the elimi-
with husan intrusian by a combination of requlations i i
snd physical barriers. nation of huntmg'

The Department {z supportive of the cescurce protection measuces
proposed in these twe documenti with the exceptions of those noted
above. With proper planning snd emecwtiosn the fescutces of thess
two beautiful 3tate Parks caa e adeguataly protected far future
generations of Califocnians to emjoy vhila, &t the same time,
allowing maxisus recresationsl cpportusities to sportsaen. -

If you have any further guestioas, ginn contact Jia Lidberg,
Wildlife Biologist at (305} 52830741 or thegdore Waoster,
Envizonsental Services Supervisor at (707) 144=5500. '

P B Tottltr
Pate Bontadelll !
Director
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36. The department > '
feels the proposed COUNTY SERVICE AREA #9
policy is appropriate Fr——y —
given the two, some- <l Elen Smbrd, Carmen uimctars LTHe
times conflicting, _ Low O, CA T2 MAR 2 1 6E8
missions of the State s o L. 54 RECREATCN
Park System: protection PO Box 96235, Sacramento, CA 94296-0001 March 15,1088 -
| of the resources and the
provision of recrea-
tional opportunities. Dear. Mr. Agonia:

r--huwdhcmwmnmmmmm mesting was beld
on Thmradey, March 10, 1908 i the South Bay Commemity Conter iu Lot O,

1t was the nosmimoms deciion of that Nins persos Board Lo register 3 fonusl compising with yox that oot adequaie
tiame et boaw allcwsd 1 study your Geweral Pla 2 i ppics o Moatass De O i Los Ceos. Even the Con
uWﬂuﬂade&#dhmdumwhmmdnd
ﬂrh-i‘p-.-h-hncuﬂ_-dmimpwmm Wa are Lharefore as-
hthmnﬂﬁd-ﬁbﬂ@nmnmﬂnkﬁlmwﬂhmdhm
. tiame b sencly your gmaral plan. Siows th haaring for this s 5ot achoduled mecil Jumm 10, thitwould sull give ample
— oppartemicy to your department to sty commaars befors that dacs.

thhmﬁyﬁ“ﬂﬂwﬁ-mndm-m&lm&nmwmum
. the park mnd repinciey U with "more seitsbie, netursl roms®, W strosgly oppost this aeediess exp and
soggent theg thare wre sowaral ocher, menk cheaper alteraatives [0 yout plas. We sagpent thet perhape you loak
mhﬂhh&ﬁhﬁwwuﬁﬂyﬂmmmwt
March of last year.

1 look forward t hearing froum you om this maiter 23 3000 26 poativle, My reieshone nmmber is (805)525-3212.
showl yom wih o CORECT M.

Senasor Kenmoth Maddy RECEIVER

Sepecviace Wilam Cory, District Two MR 24 1938
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adC.B.-_ui.

The Resswreas Agenry

Maemorandum

in

{

i1, ®rojeccs Coordinator Dewe March 22, 1988

Resources Agency

2. Nrz. James ®. Dovle
california Department of Parks
and Recteation
1416 Ninth Street
sacramento, CA 95814

: Daparners of Fair ond Cavne

morto Bay State Pack and Meatans de Oro State Park Gensral Plans,
morro %ay., San Luis Obispo County. SCR 487040815

pepattment of Fish and Jame {Depactment) pecrsonnel have reviswed
the preliainary Genecal rians for the Norro Bay State Pack and the
Nontana de Oro State Park, 3¢ 187040815 locatad in and near the
communitiss of morro Bay and Los psos, San Luis Obispo County and
we have the following comments:

1. The Norrs Bay State Park (NASP) preliminary General
Plan has, as one of its objective the transfer of
all State tidelands and weatlands snat of a line from

“wnite's Point south to the western ewdge of Baywood
pPacrk to the ABSP Unit. The stated purpose of this
vcansfec is the sliminacion of vatacfowl hunting
within the transferred aCes.

2, the stated reasons for this desired ceussation of
vatecfowl hunting are primacily relaged 0 the active
.natuce of hunting, i.e., the noise, the distucrbance to
thass "seeking a matural setting for quiet
conteaplation and salitude®, and confliicts with bird
watchers.

3. tThe Dapartment belleves that thate are ng current of
anticipatsd threats to these wvetlands that would he
eliminated by this land transfer. Tharefoce, the
Ttuposad change of ownership and the elimjnatien of a

ong=standing, pislogically sound recreational use of
a resqurce is not justified. A fairly high number af
vatecfowl huntets use the shoreline ares o provide
access to the 8ay, and the elimination 9f huntiag in
this area would signifigantly reduce the nusber of
huater-days available an Rerto Bay.

4. A relatsd pelicy af the Kootana de Oro State Fark
@ Preliminacy General Plan is smsby'c sie} of
hunting, adjacest to Montana de to

Appendix D
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Eucalyptus
Issue -
Response to
Comments 10,
16, and 31

210 Appendix D

Many people voiced opposition to the proposed policy to remove the eucalyptus
plantations and restore native vegetation. Most of the people felt that the euca-
lyptus are an important component in the landscape even though they are not
native to California. Some people also questioned the cost and feasibility of
removing the eucalyptus trees.

In response to public comment, the Department's proposed policy has been
revised. The policy now calls for over 80% of the existing encalyptus to be
retained until further studies are conducted and a few trial restoration projects
are evaluated. The policy allows for continuation of the existing containment
program and a new interim management program. The containment program is
basically an ongoing maintenance activity to keep the plantations from spreading
further into and displacing native vegetation. Under this program, eucalyptus
seedlings and other trees under 8 inches in diameter are removed around the
perimeter of the existing groves. The interim program would also allow for the
removal of larger trees in the riparian zone and in a small number of trial restora-
tion sites in upland areas. Management activities in the riparian zone would be
focused on the restoration of native trees and understory plants. Riparian areas
with a multi-layered canopy provide essential habitat for many resident wildlife
species as well as many species from other nearby biotic communities. Eucalyp-
tus trees in the riparian zone adversely affecting restoration efforts would be
removed. Most of these trees are in or very near the creekbeds. Trees up to 100
feet from the centerline of the creekbeds may need to be removed in some
locations. None of these trees were part of the original plantation.

Restoration trials in the upland areas would involve the removal of not more
than a total of 16 acres of eucalyptus to evaluate various methods of removal
and restoration. The upland frials would involve from 3 to 5 different sites with
no one site being over 5 acres in size. A number of trial areas are needed becanse
the site characteristics of the existing plantation groves are very different. In
addition to being comprised of several species of eucalyptus, the existing groves
occur on sites with different soils, slope, aspect, and with varying degrees of
understory vegetation. Trial sites will be selected based upon an evaluation of
pristine vegetation studies, various site charateristics, road access, and visibility
from major public viewpoints. Special consideration will be given to selecting
sites where revegetation would include indigenous trees. Reestablishing indig-
enous trees in areas outside of the existing eucalyptus plantations that are shown
by ecological studies to have once supported native trees will be considered in
adddition to these trial efforts. Trial sites will not be placed in any area known to
be important to the monarch butterly. The size of the trial sites will vary depend-
ing the site characteristics. Sites will be from 1 to 5 acres in size (no more than a
total of 16 acres) to adequately evaluate revegetation efforts and cost effective-
ness.
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Based upon an evaluation of the results of the containment and the interim
management programs, a long-term management plan will eventually be pre-
pared to direct management of the eucalyptus and the restoration of native
vegetation.

Before any eucalyptus are removed under the interim or long-term management
program, plans will be prepared providing specific detail of the proposed
actions. These plans will be subject to review under the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act, and to approval under the coastal devel-
opment permit process. :

The following is the new policy:

The existing eucalyptus containment program aimed at controlling the spread of eu-
calyptus from the original plantations should continue. These efforts are needed to
maintain the eucalyptus plantations within their original planted boundaries.

Studies shall be conducted to determine which plant communities were indigenous to
the sites now occiipied by eucalyptus plantations. Additional field investigations
shall also be conducted to determine if any of the eucalyptus provides important
habitat for the monarch butterfly.

Based upon the results of these and other studies, an interim management program
shall be developed. The objectives of this program shall be to:
1. Provide for the perpetuation of any habitat found to be important to monarchs.
2. Restore the native plant communities within the riparian zone.
3. Initiate trial restoration efforts involving the removal of not more than a
total of 16 acres of original plantation trees. Three to five trial sites shall be
selected to evaluate different site characteristics and restoration methods. No
site shall be over 5 acres in size.

The interim program shall include an environmental assessment of the proposed
action and shall be subject to review through the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and the coastal development permit process.

Based upon the evaluation of the interim program, a long-term plan shall be
developed for managing the eucalyptus plantations and restoring areas to native
vegetation. The long-term plan shall be subject to the CEQA and coastal devel-
opment permit review processes.
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Pecho Va[]ey Numerous public comments were received regarding the general plan recom-
Road/Day Use mendation to acquire Pecho Valley Road from the County of San Luis Obispo for

y installation of a visitor contact station at the entrance to the state park. It was
Fees - commonly expressed that user fees, and in particular day use fees, would
Response to discourage the regular, day-to-day use of the park by the local residents.
Comments 11, The acquisition of Pecho Valley Road from the county is recommended for two
25, and 33 reasons: (1) the department would assume maintenance and improvement

responsibility from the county, and (2) a visitor contact station would provide a
means of controlling traffic and visitor use levels.

The department cannot expend funds for repairs or improvements unless it has a
possessory interest in the property. The department is concerned that, given the
county budget limitations and the relative unimportance of Pecho Valley Road to
the county's transportation system, maintenance of the road will suffer. Norisit
realistic to expect the county to provide the funds necessary for improvements
within the roadway corridor for parking as needed for recreation use. Secondly,
the acquisition of the road from the county will permit the department to control
the level of use as needed in the park. As a county road, the department has no
legal authority to restrict vehicular traffic if desirable or necessary for the safety,
protection of resources, or the provision of the "wilderness” recreational experi-
ence.

Day use fees have created considerable controversy in the perception that they
discriminate against the financially restricted or discourage casual, short-term,
local resident use. These are valid criticisms. The other side of the argument is
that fees direct the costs to the direct beneficiaries, the users. User fees do not
cover the full costs of operation for the State Park System, nor are they expected
to on the principle that the public in general benefits from the use of the State
Park and therefore should also contribute to the cost of operation. Revenues
from user fees are deposited in the state’s General Fund; there is no direct return
to the unit from which the fees are collected.
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